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THE SILENCE IS DEAFENING
As Americans “March For Our Lives” We Can No Longer Ignore Black Children

IN THIS 
ISSUE

NEWS ANALYSIS

By Sharon L. McDaniel & Leonard Burton, 
Black Administrators in Child Welfare

(TriceEdneyWire.com) - It’s happened 
again—another mass school shooting in 
America. The images of horror-struck 
teens at Marjory Stoneman Douglas High 
School in Parkland, Fla. continue to grip 
our thoughts, weeks after the Valentine’s 
Day murders. And the toll: 17 killed, 
15 wounded and thousands emotional-
ly scarred, lingers like a bad taste in our 
mouths.

Another group of youngsters has been 
gunned down by weapons of war in what 
was supposed to be their safe place, school. 
Parkland’s survivors, like the rest of the 
nation’s children must bear witness to an 
administration that fails them, and law 
makers who have the power to protect 
them from gun violence, but don’t have the 
political will. 

But the choice of the nation’s leaders to 
protect guns, not America’s children, has 
ignited a fervent chorus and wave of activ-
ism. They are made up of new, young voic-
es, spearheaded by Parkland high school 
students who are asking why and rallying 
to prevent gun violence. Their cause is 

commendable, their movement is needed 
and their voices are impactful. 

As these mostly white teens push back and 
speak truth to power, The New York Times, 
CNN and The Ellen DeGeneres Show have 
been among the ready media platforms; 

and Oprah Winfrey and George Clooney 
among their celebrity financial backers.

At the same time, the silence that shrouds 
the lives of Black children and youth who 
are losing their lives daily to gun violence 
is deafening. Aren’t they also victims? 

But sadly, there is no national outcry 
voiced against the gun violence that easily 
ensnares and frequently destroys our Black 
children and youth where they live—in 
poor, segregated neighborhoods with lit-
tle political clout. As an organization of 
advocates for Black children, working to 
safeguard their lives and ensure that they 
thrive, we hear the clock ticking as a child 
or teen dies from gunfire every 2 hours and 
48 minutes in the United States. The num-
ber of youngsters in 2016 who died from 
guns (3,128) could have filled 156 school 
classrooms.

Not surprisingly, mass shootings dominate 
the news and drive the national debate on 
gun violence. But as senseless and horrif-
ic as these killings have been, they repre-
sent less than 1 percent of all gun violence 
among young people under age 19, ac-
cording to the Centers for Disease Control 
and Prevention (CDC). These students, the 
CDC found, were 40 times more likely to 
be killed outside of school than at school. 

Not much has changed, especially for our 
school-aged children in Baltimore, Chica-
go and other urban and high-crime cities 
where they are often counted among the 
carnage.

Continued on Page 8 

Jontae Hunt, 17, Chicago; Bianca Nikol Roberson, 18, Philadelphia, Ledajrick Rajae Cox, 
18, Dallas, are among thousands of Black youth killed by gun violence over the past year.

Spokane Still Has Racial Covenants
Center for Justice Sues to Have Racist Language Removed

“Sadly, there is no national outcry voiced against the gun 
violence that easily ensnares and frequently destroys 
our Black children and youth where they live—in poor, 
segregated neighborhoods with little political clout.”

In December 2016, Spokes-
man Review columnist Shawn 
Vestal wrote a column titled, 
“Whites-only covenants still ex-
ist in many mid-century Spokane 
neighborhoods.” 

The article chronicled the re-
search that 27-year old Eastern 
Washington University graduate 
student, Logan Camporeale, had 
been doing to uncover one of 
Spokane’s unspoken secrets.  

Spokane, “the City of Choice”, 
was dotted with neighborhoods 

that had whites-only restrictions 
still embedded in their original 
property documents. 

An example of one such covenant 
listed on  a property in a Com-
stock Park neighborhood:

“No race or nationality other 
than the white race shall use or 
occupy any building on any lot, 
except that this covenant shall not 
prevent occupancy by domestic 
servants of a different race or na-
tionality employed by an owner or 
tenant.”

Rick Eichstaedt, Executive Di-
rector of The Center for Justice, 
saw the article. “Logan did the 
research and really called out the 
scope and extent of this in the 
community. I direct the Environ-
mental and Land use law clinic at 
Gonzaga University and I thought 
what a great project for students 
to actually work with landowners 
who are interested in using the 
state law that allows you to  go to 
court and get an order to have the 
covenant removed.”

Continued on Page 8
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ON MY MIND
THOUGHTS FROM THE EDITOR

by Sandra Williams
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Stepping Out of 
My Own Box

I had my St. Patrick’s Day already 
planned. I was going to avoid every-
body in the world and spend the day 
laying horizontally on the couch. Janu-
ary and February were particularly busy 
months for me, so I felt I had earned a 
day of solitude. 

But before I had a chance to savor that 
long awaited snoozing and possible 
snoring that awaited me, a friend, who 
had suggested that The Black Lens 
should be a part of this year’s St. Pat-
rick’s Day parade and had signed up 
to go represent the paper in the parade, 
called to invite me to join him. 

I told him that I had to think about it. 
Hmmmmm.

What came up for me, besides my fa-
tigue, was the discomfort that I felt 
about the prospect of attending a St. 
Patrick’s Day Parade, which is proba-
bly why I had never done it before. To 
be honest, sometimes I just get tired of 
standing out all of the time, and being 

so overwhelmingly visible. After some 
nudging from my mom, the way that 
only mothers can do, I sighed, took a 
deep breath, and relented.

And let me tell you, I had a blast. Yes, I 
stood out. Yes, some of the Black folks 
acted scared and practically ducked when 
they saw our car drive by (go figure) but 
the folks at the parade were overwhelm-
ing happy to see the Black Lens there. 
They smiled. Waved. Applauded. Gave 
us their thumbs ups. One women even 
ran up to the car to get a paper. 

So, this St. Patrick’s Day I stepped out 
of my own box, like I’m always encour-
aging everybody else to do. 
Thanks Curtis!

THE BLACK LENS NEWS 
The Black Lens is a community newspaper, based in Spokane, WA, 
that it is focused on the news, events, issues, people and information 
important to Spokane’s African American/Black Community and 
beyond. The paper is published on the first of each month. 
Contact Information:
Square Peg Multimedia, 1312 N. Monroe St, #148, Spokane, 
WA 99201 (509) 795-1964, sandy@blacklensnews.com

Subscriptions: 
Delivered monthly by mail - $45/year - subscribe by mail or online

Submission/Advertising Deadline: 15th of every month

For information visit the website at blacklensnews.com 
Facebook: blacklensnews; Twitter: blacklensnews; Instagram: blacklensnews
Published by Square Peg Multimedia LLC Copyright (c) 2018 All Rights Reserved
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BLACK NEWS HIGHLIGHTS
Local, State, National and Around the World

(Source: Alex Horton, Eva 
Ruth Moravec and Eli 
Rosenberg, https://www.
washingtonpost.com/news; 
Breanna Edwards, https://
www.theroot.com)

A twenty-three year old 
white man, who police say 
was the suspect in a series 
of deadly bombings in Aus-
tin, Texas during the month 
of March, killed himself by 
setting off an explosion in 
his car as officers moved in 
to make an arrest. 

The suspect was believed 
to have been behind several 
bombs that killed two peo-
ple and wounded five others 
in explosions throughout 
Austin. Three bombs were in packages that 
had been left for unsuspecting victims, one 
bomb was triggered by a trip wire that injured 
bicyclists as they cycled down a residential 
street and the last bomb, which is believed to 
have been headed for Austin as well, explod-
ed in a FedEx facility in Schertz, Texas.

Initially police thought the first bombing 
was an isolated event and according to the 
Washington Post, pursued the possibility 
that the blast that killed thirthy-nine year old 

father Anthony Stephan House, 
was a “botched retaliation after a 
recent drug raid on the street,” or 
Assistant Chief Joseph Chacon 
even said, “We can’t rule out that 
Mr. House didn’t construct this 
himself and accidentally detonate 
it, in which case it would be an 
accidental death.” 

Police Chief Brian Manley later 
apologized that his assistant chief 
had suggested that House’s bomb-
ing death was self-inflicted. 

By the time seventeen year old 
musician, Draylen Mason, was 
murdered and Esperanza Herrera 
(75) critically wounded eight days 
later in a pair of explosions with-
in hours of each other, at homes 

several miles apart, the police announced 
that the bombings were connected.

According to the Washington Post, there 
was speculation that the initial victims 
were targeted because of their connection. 
Anthony Stephan House’s stepfather is 
friends with Draylen Mason’s grandfather, 
and both are  prominent members of  a 
local black church. Officials, however, 
have said that the motive for the bombings 
is unknown.

U.S. Supreme Court Allows 
Flint Water Contamination 
Lawsuits to go Forward

(Source: Lawrence Hurley, Barbara Grzincic and Ben Klay-
man; Editing by Will Dunham; https://www.reuters.com)

In March, the U.S. Supreme Court gave the green light to 
two class-action lawsuits that were filed by residents of 
Flint, Michigan. The residents are pursing Civil Rights 
claims against local and state officials over lead contami-
nation in the city’s water supply. The justices left in place 
a July 2017 ruling by the Cincinnati, Ohio-based 6th U.S. 
Circuit Court of Appeals that revived the litigation after 
the lawsuits were thrown out by a lower court.

In April, 2014, officials in Flint, which is a predominant-
ly Black city, switched the public water source from Lake 
Huron to the Flint River, a move designed to cut costs. 
The polluted river water caused lead to leach from pipes. 
The city switched back to Lake Huron water in October 
2015, but lead levels remained above federal standards 
until early 2017.

Several lawsuits were filed against the city, state, Repub-
lican Governor Rick Snyder and several individual city 
and state officials. Two of those suits, one filed in 2015 
and the other in 2016, were the subject of the Supreme 
Court appeals.

In June 2017, six current and former state and city offi-
cials were charged criminally - including five accused of 
involuntary manslaughter - for their roles in the crisis, 
which also was linked to a Legionnaires’ disease out-
break that caused at least 12 deaths.

Robotics Entrepreneur Lands 
Dream Deal With Apple

(Source: Samara Lynn, http://www.blackenterprise.com; https://
mekamon.com

Reach Robotics’ CEO and co-founder Silas Adekunle  
announced an exclusive deal with Apple to sell a line 
of real-life gaming robots called MekaMons in Apple’s 
flagship U.S. and United Kingdom stores.

Reach Robotics is an augmented reality gaming company 
headquartered in Bristol, UK, that creates robots for both 
fun and STEM education. MekaMon, Reach Robotic’s 
first product, are four-legged, battling robots that pair 
robotics and augmented reality. They are controlled via 
a smartphone app and can connect to each other via infra-
red signals and Bluetooth, allowing for co-op gaming.

In a press release, Adekunle said, “MekaMon straddles 
both the real and virtual worlds while taking the gaming 
experience beyond a player’s screen and turning their sit-
ting room into a limitless robotic battle zone. MekaMon 
represents a quantum leap forward in the leveraging of 
augmented reality. Players can whip out their iPhone to 
battle their multi-functional, connected battlebots in the 
physical and virtual worlds at the same time.”

Adekunle, British-Nigerian, is an engineer who gradu-
ated with First Class Honors from the University of the 
West of England, with a Bachelor of Science in robotics 
technology, who was recently named as one of Forbes 30 
Under 30 in Europe. 

Comedian Byron Allen’s 
Company Buys the Weather 
Channel for $300 Million

(Source: https://www.wsj.com/articles; http://www.imdb.com; 
https://bijog.com)

Byron Allen, comedian and medi entrepreneur, who 
heads Entertainment Studios Inc. and Allen Media LLC, 
struck a deal through Allen Media to acquire the Weather 
Channel from Comcast Corp. and private-equity firms 
Blackstone Group LP and Bain Capital for $300 million. 

Allen, who was born in 1961 in Detroit, Michigan, 
moved to LA. when he was a teenager and started doing 
stand-up comedy in clubs in Los Angeles. That was 
where comedian Jimmie Walker, who discovered him, 
offered him a job as a writer and paying him 25 dollars a 
joke. Allen worked alongside David Letterman and Jay 
Leno and was eventually mentored by Al Masini, a TV 
executive, who steered him towards a path in television.

Allen struggled for years as he pitched his own tv ideas 
to networks, going in a out of bankruptcy. But in 1992 
he began hosting several syndicated tv programs and in 
1993 launched Entertainment Studios, which currently 
has more than 40 shows on television, many low-cost 
and housed on his HD networks, both on network and in 
syndication. and is now the largest independent produc-
tion company of TV programs.

Allen says in addition to the weather channel he plans to 
acquire other independent media assets to better position 
his company. 

Two Die in Houston Serial Bombings
Assistant Chief Initially Questions Whether First Blast was Self-Inflicted

Sacramento Marchers Protest Police 
Shooting of Unarmed 22 Year Old  

(Source:  Jazzi Johnson, thegrio.com; 
Laurel Wamsley, https://www.npr.org)

Two Sacramento police officers (one 
Black and one white) shot and killed 
22-year-old Stephon Clark in the 
backyard of his grandparents’ home 
on March 18. Clark, the father of two 
small children, was unarmed. Initial 
reports indicated that officers were 
responding to a call of vandalism 
when they encountered Clark in the 
backyard. 

In a statement, the police said they 
saw an object in Clark’s hand and the 
officers “believed the suspect was 
pointing a firearm at them. After an 
exhaustive search, scene investigators 
did not locate any firearms. The only 
item found near the suspect was a cell 
phone.”

On March 21, The Sacramento Police 
Department released two audio and 
three video recordings from the shoot-
ing. Video shows the encounter which 
took place in a dark backyard, with 
one of the officers giving the com-
mand, “Show me your hands-- gun!”, 
before twenty shots are fired.  

Clark lay motionless on the ground 
as officers talked about the shooting. 
Six minutes after the shooting, one of 
the officers says “mute” and the sound 
from the recording goes silent.

The two officers have been placed on 
paid administrative leave pending an 
investigation. Angry Sacramento com-
munity members took to the streets in 
protest, some chanting “cell phones 
up, don’t shoot.”
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Robert “Bob” James Minnix passed away 
suddenly on Friday, November 3, 2017, 
in Pullman, Washington. He was born on 
February 1, 1950, to the late Samuel and 
Hortense Minnix in Spokane, Washington 
and is survived by his wife, Genny, and 
two sons, Brennan and Blair .

Bob attended Lewis and Clark High 
School in Spokane and starred in football, 
earning First Team All-City and Associ-
ated Press First Team All-State honors in 
both his junior and senior years. An out-
standing student Bob earned a scholarship 
to attend the University of Notre Dame, 
where he lettered three years in football.  

After graduation, he declined professional 
opportunities with the NFL and the CFL 
to enroll in the University of Washington 
law school where he earned his Juris 
Doctorate degree.

Bob worked for 20 years with the Na-
tional Collegiate Athletic Association 
(NCAA), serving the last seven years 
as Director of Enforcement, where he 
was known as a champion for the fair 
treatment of the student athlete. In 1995 
he left the NCAA to become an Asso-
ciate Athletics Director at Florida State 
University (FSU) in Tallahassee, where 
he developed mentoring programs for 
college athletes and taught in both the 

undergraduate and law schools. Following 
his tenure at FSU, he accepted a position 
at WSU to become Senior Associate 
Athletics Director, a job from which he 
recently retired. 

He was a distinguished lecturer nationally 
for many years at numerous conferences 
and seminars., was the past president of 
the National Black Coaches Association 
and received the Frank Kara National 
Leadership Award from the National 
Association for Athletics.

A public celebration was held on February 
17, 2018 at Lewis & Clark High School in 
Spokane. Memorial donations may be made 
to the Robert J. Minnix Endowed Scholarship, 
University of Notre Dame, ℅ Donor Services, 
1100 Grace Hall, Notre Dame, IN 46556.
Obituary reprinted from the Spokesman Review.

BLACK NEWS HIGHLIGHTS
Local, State, National and Around the World

Ex-WSU Football Player Files 
Suit Against Mike Leach

(Source: Wilson Criscione, https://www.inlander.com/Bloglander; 
Stefanie Loh, https://www.seattletimes.com/sports; Photo Credit: 
WSU Cougars)

Zaire Webb, a former Defensive Back for the Washington 
State University Cougars football team has filed a lawsuit 
against WSU football coach Mike Leach and Washing-
ton State University for “selective enforcement of team 
rules.”

Webb, who is from Jacksonville, Florida, was arrested on 
October 4, 2014, with teammate Anthony White. Both 
were accused of shoplifting at the Pullman Walmart. 
White pled guilty to third degree theft. He served a day 
in jail and was ordered to pay fines. Webb, on the other 
hand, pled not guilty and the charge against him was 
dismissed “due to insufficient evidence.” Both Webb and 
White were let go from the team.

Coach Leach’s team rules, as reported in the Inlander are 
clear: don’t do drugs, don’t steal and don’t abuse women, 
and leach referenced those rules when to responding to 
Webb’s appeal of his dismissal from the team. “It is our 
‘consistent policy to dismiss’ members who violate the 
rules.”

Web, however, in the suit which was filed on March, 2 
in Whitman County Court, points to multiple examples 
when Webb says players accused of more serious crimes 
were not immediately kicked off the team.

The full complaint is available online here: https://www.
scribd.com/document/373416096/Leach-lawsuit#from_embed

Kobe Bryant Becomes First 
Black Person To Win Oscar 
For Best Animated Short

(Source: Tonja Renee Stidhum, https://blavity.com; http://www.
espn.com/nba)

On Sunday, March 4, as a part of the 90th annual Acad-
emy Awards, retired Los Angeles Lakers basketball star, 
Kobe Bryant, won an Oscar in the animated short cate-
gory. Bryant received the award for the animated short 
“Dear Basketball,” written and narrated by Kobe Bryant 
himself and based on a poem that Bryant wrote in 2015 
announcing his retirement from basketball. The hand-
drawn animated film was directed by acclaimed Disney 
animator, Glen Keane, and scored by Oscar Award-win-
ning composer, John Williams.

Bryant’s poem begins, “Dear Basketball, from the mo-
ment I started rolling my dad’s tube socks and shooting 
imaginary game-winning shots in the Great Western 
Forum I knew one thing was real: I fell in love with you.
A love so deep I gave you my all — From my mind & 
body to my spirit & soul.”

I’m ready to let you go. I want you to know now so we 
both can savor every moment we have left together. The 
good and the bad. We have given each other all that we 
have. And we both know, no matter what I do next I’ll 
always be that kid with the rolled up socks, garbage can 
in the corner, :05 seconds on the clock, ball in my hands.
5 … 4 … 3 … 2 … 1, Love you always, Kobe

After receiving the award, Bryant told reporters “I feel 
better than winning a championship, to be honest with 
you. I swear I do.’’

The Black Press Honors 
Senator Kamala Harris 
with 2018 Newsmaker of 
the Year Award

(Source: Stacy M. Brown, NNPA Newswire Contributor, http://
www.blackpressusa.com)

United States Senator Kamala D. Harris (D-Calif.) re-
ceived the National Newspaper Publishers Association’s 
(NNPA) 2018 Newsmaker of the Year Award, during a 
recent ceremony on Capitol Hill. The NNPA is a trade 
group that represents more than 200 Black-owned media 
companies that reach more than 20 million readers in 
print and online every week. Dozens of NNPA member 
publishers traveled to Washington, D.C. to celebrate 
Black Press Week, March 14 – 16, 2018.

“The theme of this year’s Black Press Week was ‘Cele-
brating 191 Years of the Black Press of America: Publish-
ing Truth to Empower’,” according to a press release 
about the gathering. “Black publishers, media profession-
als, civil rights leaders and lawmakers from across the 
country attended the annual event.”

Harris, who took office in 2017, is a graduate of Howard 
University and the University of California Hastings 
College of Law, and she is the second African American 
woman Senator in U.S. history. 

According to the NNPA newswire, the Senator said she 
believes in America and that Americans can do better. 
“Charlottesville made it obvious that racism is real in this 
country. We have inequities based on race, gender and 
socio-economic standing. Let’s speak the truth.” Har-
ris continued, “I can’t think of a moment in time when 
it’s been more important than ever to support the Black 
Press. Especially, in the face of powerful voices trying to 
sow hate and dissension in this country.”

(Source: Antoinette Isama, http://www.
okayafrica.com; Raphael Tsavkko Garcia, 
https://www.aljazeera.com)

Marielle Franco, a popular 38 year old, 
Afro-Brazilian human rights activist, 
feminist, leading voice in the black 
rights movement in Brazil and city 
council member, serving her first term 
in office, was assassinated on March 14 
by two attackers on a downtown street 
in Rio de Janeiro, The Guardian News-
paper reported.

Franco was an outspoken critic of police 
violence in the favelas (slums) where she 
grew up. Al Jazeera reports that Franco 
was leaving an event called ‘Black Wom-
en Changing Power Structures’, “when an 
unidentified vehicle approached the car 
she was in and opened fire, killing her and 
her driver Anderson Pedro Gomes. Nine 
shots were fired in total. Marielle was 
shot four times in the head. A press officer 
sitting in the back seat of the car was also 
injured, but survived.”

Franco was an underdog in Rio politics, 
according to OkayAfrica.com, but she 
won the fifth highest vote count among 
council members when she was elected 
in 2016. She was a police violence expert 
and the Guardian reported that she had 

recently accused officers of being overly 
aggressive when searching homes in the 
gang-controlled favelas.

Two weeks before she was murdered, 
Franco became head of a commission 
tasked with monitoring potential abuses 
associated with Federal Military In-
tervention in Rio, and according to Al 
Jazeera, three days before her death, 
Franco criticized the military police for 
terrorizing residents of the Acari favela.

Following Franco’s death, thousands 
took to the streets all over the country 
in a series of demonstrations demanding 
justice, respect and a deep change on the 
Brazilian political landscape.

Marielle Franco 
Afro-Brazilian Politician Assassinated in Rio

Robert “Bob” James Minnix
February 1, 1950 – November 3, 2017
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YOU SHOULD KNOW
(Or Things You Probably Didn't Learn In School) 

Marshall “Major” Taylor was a professional 
bicyclist born November 26, 1878 in India-
napolis, Indiana.  One of eight children, his 
father Gilbert Taylor was an ex-Kentucky 
slave and Union Army veteran.  Gilbert Tay-
lor drove for a wealthy Indiana family named 
the Southards who gave Marshall the same 
treatment as their own son, Dan, from privi-
lege to private tutors.  The family moved to 
Chicago, but before leaving the Southards 
gave Marshall a gift – his own bicycle.  

Within months, Taylor went from the heights 
of luxury in Indianapolis to being a common 
kid on the streets of Chicago, earning money 
as a newspaper carrier while perfecting his 
cycling skills barefooted.  His skills were so 
unique that a local bicycle shop (Hay and 
Willits bicycle shop) hired him to wear a 
military uniform and do stunts and tricks to 
attract customers. From his uniform he was 
nicknamed “Major”.  

Later on, Taylor was hired full-time repairing 
bikes and teaching riding lessons to new cus-
tomers. At this time in history bicycle racing 
was one of the most popular sports in Amer-
ica attracting crowds as large as horseracing 
and professional boxing.  Though he’d never 
raced before, Taylor’s employer Tom Hay be-
lieved in his skills so much that he entered 
him into a local ten-mile race, which he won 
by six seconds, partly out of fear

Though Taylor was, “allowed” to compete, 
most local riding clubs wouldn’t admit him 
as a member and most Caucasian riders re-
sented his presence on the track. Then in Au-
gust of 1896, a mentor named Luis Munger 
(Worcester Cycle Manufacturing Company) 
snuck Marshall into the line-up of a “whites 
only” race at the Capitol City Cycling Club 
in Indianapolis. He crossed the finish line in 
first place and beat the world record time of 
professional rider Ray MacDonald by two-
fifths of a second. 

As an amateur and non-member of the club 
Taylor’s time wasn’t recognized and he was 
banned from the track, yet people saw some-
thing special in this young man’s skills.  Tay-
lor moved to Worcester, Massachusetts with 
his new mentor and before he turned twenty 
he was a professional rider who had broken 
seven world records – giving him the new ti-
tle “The Black Cyclone”.  
But as Taylor’s fame and success grew, so 
too did the resentment of Caucasians. He 

was completely barred from competing 
anywhere in the South and more than 
once riders used dirty tricks to try to make 
him crash while spectators threw ice and 
nails at him.  The behavior he endured on 
his home soil became so intolerable that 
Taylor’s team decided he’d have a better 
chance racing in Europe. 
By 1902 Taylor became the most dominant 
racer in Europe’s racing history, winning the 
overwhelming majority of his races. That 

same year he married Daisy Morris and had a 
daughter Rita Sydney. 

Throughout the first decade of the nine-
teen-hundreds Marshall Taylor was earning 
more than thirty-thousand dollars a year, no 
athlete of any complexion from any sport 
earned as much.  But along with a worn 
body and tired legs, Taylor’s downfall was 
cycling’s downfall – the invention of the au-
tomobile.  

In 1910, at age thirty-two, Taylor retired from 
professional racing and focused on financial 
investments, which fell apart, followed by 
divorce and the 1929 Wall Street crash.  He 
wrote his autobiography, The Fastest Bicycle 
Rider in the World and sold his book door-to-
door just to make ends meet.  He died June 
28, 1932 at the age of fifty-three and sadly 
lay unclaimed in a Chicago morgue before 
being solemnized to a pauper’s grave in 
Mount Glenwood Cemetery, Chicago.  Later 
Frank Schwinn, founder of Schwinn Bicycle 
Company, had Taylor exhumed and moved to 
a proper site - Memorial Garden of the Good 
Shepherd.  

In his lifetime Marshall Taylor raced in 167 
races worldwide with 117 - 1st place wins and 
32 - 2nd place finishes. He was the American 
Sprint Champion for three consecutive years 
(1898, 1899, and 1900), had Indianapolis’ 
greatest racing venue named after him – The 
Major Taylor Velodrome, and was posthu-
mously inducted into the Bicycling Hall of 
Fame as the greatest professional cyclist in 
bicycling history.
Sources:
Black Heritage Day III – Jamiyo Mack.
Smithsonianmag.com/history/the-unknown-story-of-
the-black-cyclone-the-cycling-champion-who-broke-
the-color-barrier-33465698/ - Gilbert King.
Blackthen.com/marshall-w-talor-the-black-cy-
clone-cycling-champion-who-broke-color-bar-
riers

ART AND HISTORY by Bertoni Jones Bey
(jbaguart@yahoo.com)

Marshall “Major” Taylor

Jack Daniel’s has become the most famous 
brand of whiskey in the world and the Jack 
Daniel’s distillery is America’s oldest reg-
istered distillery. However, few people had 
heard about Nearest Green, the Black man 
behind the famous whiskey, until a book 
published in 1967, “Jack Daniel’s Legacy”, 
revealed him to be the slave who taught Jack 
Daniel how to make Tennessee whiskey.

Five years later, a publication of the Ten-
nessee Historical Quarterly (Spring 1972) 
shared the history of Jack Daniel’s Distill-
ery and listed Nearest Green as their first 
head stiller (what is now commonly re-
ferred to as master distiller). 

Fawn Weaver, who became the co-found-
er of the Nearest Green Foundation, began 
researching Green’s story and discovered 
that not only was Nathan “Nearest” Green 
the first master distiller for Jack Daniel’s 
Distillery, he was  the person who taught 
Jack Daniel how to make Tennessee 
whiskey, and he was also the first Afri-
can-American master distiller on record in 
the United States.  

Born a slave around the early 1820s, Na-
than “Nearest” Green (spelled incorrectly 
by the 1880 census as “Nearis” Green) 
is believed to have lived in Tennessee 
throughout his life. In the 1850s, he was 
purchased by slave owner Reverend Dan 
Call to work on his residence. 

Jack Daniel left home at an early age and  
eventually came to live and work on Rev-

erend Call’s farm. On his farm, Call had 
a whiskey still and Daniel took an interest 
in distilling. The  still was under the watch 
and care of Call’s slave Nearest Green. 

Whiskey distilling was an arduous and la-
bor-intensive process, and Daniel was said 
to have learned from and effectively acted 
as an apprentice to Green, who was a mas-
ter in the craft. 

After the Civil War ended in 1865, Rever-
end Call sold the whiskey business to Jack 
Daniel. Now a free man, Nearest Green, 
was hired by Daniel, becoming the very 
first head distiller of the Jack Daniel Dis-
tillery, or what we’d call a master distiller 
today.

When Daniel moved the business to a new 
location, Green did not follow along, how-
ever records show that Green’s descen-
dants would continue being involved with 
the Jack Daniel’s Company to present day.  

There is much that is not known about Na-
than “Nearest” Green, but what is known 
is that Green was the first African-Ameri-
can master distiller on record in the United 
States and he is thought to be responsible 
for helping perfect the Lincoln County 
Process, which a step used in producing 
almost all Tennessee whiskey.

For more information visit the Nearest Green 
Foundation at http://nearestgreen.com.

Sources: nearestgreen.com, jackdaniels.com, 
blackpast.org

Nathan “Nearest” Green & Jack Daniel’s
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NAACP UPDATE: http://www.SpokaneNAACP.com

By Elizabeth Porter & Imani Warden 
The National Association for the Advancement of Colored 
People or NAACP was built on the shoulders of giants, 
sustained by its members through advocacy, political and 
social movements. Youth and adults both have a personal 
stake in their community, especially in the Inland North-
west. We, at the Spokane NAACP believe in the power of 
its members. Membership voice is what keeps and gives 
the unique perspective towards the powerful issues that 
affect our society today. Youth have been the back bone to 
movements from Selma to Parkland. How does this affect 
the elimination of racism in the Spokane NAACP?

The Spokane NAACP decided to launch a pilot program, 
“Facing Racism in a Diverse Nation,” to empower and 
engage this generation to be future leaders. We need this 
generation of members. This program is used as a facilita-
tion tool to introduce terminology like; structural racism, 
economic racism, and cultural competency to high school 
students. In addition, this program provides students a 
safe space to discuss multi-cultural differences and how 
to voice their perspective. Students who participate will 
leave with the ability to engage in critical conversation 
about race and the power of voice in community activism 
to make change for social injustices. This program is in 
progress at North Central High School and being facilitat-
ed by Devon Wilson and Shamerica Nakamura. 

To keep our youth initiatives sustainable and progressive, 
we have the Youth Council and Youth Works Commit-
tees. The Youth Council, is an independent chapter of the 
Spokane NAACP. The mission of the Youth Council is to 
locate opportunities through educational programs and ac-
tivities that foster diversity and inclusivity with equality. 
In this branch, youth are defined as 25 and under, includ-
ing high school, middle school, and elementary.

The Youth Works Committee, which is housed under the 
Spokane NAACP branch, is for members 25 and old-
er. The goals of this committee are to bring forth youth 
events, coordinate volunteers, and mentorship in the 
community to support for youth of color. 

Meetings for both the Youth Council and the Youth Works 
Committee are held on Saturdays. For more information 
please contact Imani J. Warden at imani.janice@gmail.
com. We are accepting new members! 

The Spokane NAACP would like to encourage the com-
munity to get involved in the various committees: Crim-
inal Justice, Education, Healthcare, Economic, Member-
ship, and Political Action Committee. To do so please 
renew your membership or become a member! We need 
your experience and expertise which is welcome. Every 
voice counts. 

Questions about membership please contact Elizabeth 
Porter membershipspokanenaacp@gmail.com,  naacp-
spokane.org, or  (509) 209-2425 EX 1141.

Heads Up (Spokane) By Kiantha Duncan

According to Wikipedia, it seems the At-
lanta “General of Trap Music” T.I. (Clif-
ford Harris) had the same line of thinking 
as God and the Universe, which happens to 
always be conspiring for our good. 
“Whatever You Like” is a song by Amer-
ican rapper T.I., released as the lead sin-
gle (second overall) from his sixth studio 
album, Paper Trail (2008). It just so hap-
pened that the song peaked at number one 
on the US Billboard Hot 100, giving T.I. 
his second US number one. 
It topped the chart for seven non-consecu-
tive weeks and remained in the top 3 of the 
charts for over 12 non-consecutive weeks. 
It was named the 16th most successful 
song from 2000 to 2009, on the Billboard 
Hot 100 Songs of the Decade.

Now if you are anything like me, what 
makes a great song is a good hook. One I 
can relate to, not just because of the catchy 
beat, but more so because of the meaning 
of the hook. 

The lyrics to the hook from T.I’s Hit are as 
follows. 

“Stacks on deck, Patrón on ice
And we can pop bottles all night
Baby, you could have whatever you like

I said, you could have whatever you like.”

Here’s a little background. In the hook, T.I. 
was speaking to a woman he was interested 
in and  cared for. He wanted her to know in 
an “urban rap” sort of way that as the ob-
ject of his affection, she could have what-
ever she likes. The song further goes to say 
(in my translation) that there is nothing that 
this woman could ask for that she can’t 
have, nothing that he will not provide. 

So, I started to think about the words to 
that song, my mind actually began to think 
about all of the things that we as people 
want in our everyday lives. The fact is, we 
face so many challenges  every day, around 
the world. It’s easy to lose hope.

We all face challenges daily. Some of 
which make it hard to believe that things 
will ever get better. The very things that we 
want sometimes seem out of reach. That 
new job or promotion you’ve wanted, the 
ability to be able to provide for your family 
just to name a few. 

Not all the things that we are in search of 
are materialistic. Some of us have emotion-
al things that we desire. Maybe something 
happened to you that you need to be men-

tally or spiritually freed from. Maybe you 
are not able to live a life in your full truth. 
Our hearts can carry heavy emotional loads 
which can impact the quality of our lives. 

Let me tell you from personal experience, 
holding on to things from your past can 
be like a weight anchored to the bottom 
of the sea. But here is the magic. This is 
what I believe. God wants us to have exact-
ly what we want, he cares for each of our 
cares. Like T.I., God wants to give us what 
we need and want. “God/the Universe” 
or “God and the Universe” however, you 
want to say it or understand it, is really al-
ways conspiring for our good. Even when 
it seems like there is no possible light at 
the end of the tunnel and you’ve exhausted 
every measure. 

Not everything in our lives is going to al-
ways go right or as we planned. Sometimes 
we will feel pain and heart broken. We will 
be disappointed at times, we will disap-
point others. We will fail, and we will fall 
but, that doesn’t change the fact that God’s 
love and affection for us runs deep. 

“God/the Universe” wants the best for us 
and wants to give us our hearts desires. Un-
fortunately, because we have struggled in 

our lives, many of us need to be reminded 
that anything is possible. Although there 
seems to be more want than plenty, more 
dark days than sunshine, there is still hope. 

Now with that being said, I am not speak-
ing about the same “Patron on Ice” that T.I. 
offers. I am talking about the true desires 
of our hearts, the things that make us better 
human beings. If what you long for is a life 
full of love, success, comfort and peace, it 
can be yours, Because God shares the same 
belief that T.I. sang about and you can have 
whatever you like.
Kiantha Duncan is a Principal Development 
Strategist  with The Duncan Brown Group. 
She can be reached at 206-225-4736.

“You Can Have Whatever You Like”
 (says God & T.I. the rapper)

Eliminating Racism Empowering Members Mass Incarceration 
and its Impact on Communities of Color

The NAACP’s March focused on Mass Incarceration and 
its impact on communities of color. The well-attended 
meeting, which is a part of the NAACP’s efforts to better 
connect with and engage the Spokane community, was 
held at Gonzaga University on March 19.
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Continued from Page 1
The Center for Justice put 
out some feelers, and let 
Logan know that if he came 
across anybody that was in-
terested, they were ready to 
help. They didn’t hear from 
anyone until this year. 

Then along came Alex,  who 
recently bought a home and 
realized that a racial cov-
enant was attached to the 
property. He did some re-
search, talked to Logan and 
was directed to the Center 
for Justice.  

The Center for Justice, in 
turn, filed an action in Spo-
kane Superior Court, seek-
ing an order to strike the 
language from the records, 
which is something that the 
Washington law allows.  

“It would order the county 
to actually remove the lan-
guage from the property re-
cords,” Eichstaedt said.

Interestingly enough, when 
Eichstaedt spoke with the 
county attorney, the re-
sponse he received  gave 
him pause.

“I spoke with the county 
attorney and they are not 
comfortable with the action 
we are taking. They don’t 
like the idea of removing 
‘historic language’ from a 
property record.”  

If the covenants are legally 
invalid and unenforceable, 
the attorney questioned, 
“then why do you  need to 
get rid of it?”

Eichstaedt’s response, “be-
cause they are wrong. They 

are morally reprehensible.  
How offensive would it 
be to look at a document 
like this and realize, wow, 
I shouldn’t be living here. 
If we want to maintain an 
inclusive, welcoming com-
munity, we need to get rid 
of this last vestige of blatant 
racism and redlining.” 

“If the county would like to 
maintain the covenants as a 
historic document, put it in 
an archive or something,” 
Eichstaedt continued, 
“don’t leave it on some-
body’s property records.” 

Since the covenants are not 
enforceable, title companies 
don’t typically give out the 
information. As a result,  it 
is difficult to know which 
properties still have the 
covenant language attached 

to them without a good 
deal of research.

This is why the Center for 
Justice is hoping to  put to-
gether a workshop.  Eich-
staedt’s hope, is to have 
Logan Camporeale, who 
got the whole conversation 
started,  talk about how 
homeowners or communi-
ty members can do the re-
search, as well as offering 
general information about 
where the covenants are 
located and how people 
can find them, as well as 
information about recently 
passed legislation making 
it easier for have the cove-
nant language removed. 
For more information con-
tact Rick Eichstaedt at Center 
for Justice, 509-835-5211 or 
ricke@cforjustice.com.

Continued from Page 1
While many view these in-
ner-city shootings involving 
Black people as an intractable, 
or  hard to control or deal with 
problem, how many in our na-
tion are calling the litany of 
mass shootings what they are—
White-on-White crime and acts 
of domestic terrorism? 
As Black administrators in 
child welfare, we fear the toll 
that relentless gun violence 
and political avoidance is hav-
ing on Black children. The 
cumulative effect is a wartime 
mentality. It’s shifting the fo-
cus of Black children further 
away from education, oppor-
tunities to learn and to just 
have fun and play—and to-
ward aggression, early death, 
violence and depression.

What our Black children need 
are caring adults in their corner 
who are willing to protect them 
from gun violence and march 
with them. They need schools 
armed with mental health and 
guidance counselors; not teach-
ers armed with guns. They need 
an arsenal of wrap-around sup-
port services to equip them for 
the journey. 

And they need opportunities to 
learn, graduate, land jobs and 
thrive. We can no longer ignore 
that our Black children are dy-
ing too.
Sharon L. McDaniel, MPA, 
Ed.D., is president of Black Ad-
ministrators in Child Welfare 
(BACW). Leonard Burton, MSW, 
is a BACW board member. Con-
tact: B. Denise Hawkins (571) 
228-9926 or bdwrite@gmail.com.

The Silence is Deafening Spokane’s Racial Covenants

SHOW US THE MONEY
AND THE DATA !

Coalition of Community Groups Requests Data and Budget 
Breakdown from the Spokane Regional Law & Justice Council
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Meet Your Congressional Candidates
How much do you know about the candidates that will be running for office in the upcoming 
November 2018 election? The decisions that members of Congress are currently making and will 
make in the future stand to have a significant impact on our community. Due to the importance 
of the upcoming November election for the 5th Congressional District, The Black Lens will be 
running a monthly column featuring the two primary candidates. I encourage you to read their 
answers, educate yourself, and vote like your life and your community depends on it. Because it does!

Q: What could Congress be doing 
on a national level that it is not cur-
rently doing to address the racial 
disparities that exist in the United 
States criminal justice system? 

Our criminal justice system needs reform 
at the national, state, and local levels. We 
incarcerate more of our population than 
other countries with racial disproportion-
ality occurring from police stops to sen-
tencing.  There are several important bills 
that have been introduced in Congress 
and unfortunately, this legislation is not 
moving forward under the current con-
gressional leadership.

Examples of proposed legislation include 
the Safe Justice Act. This bill would en-
act evidence-based reform and reinvest 
the savings in strategies to reduce recid-
ivism and crime. The Dignity for Incar-
cerated Women Act, sponsored by Sen. 
Cory Booker and Sen. Elizabeth Warren, 
would improve the treatment of federal 
prisoners who are primary caretakers and 
parents. We started down a similar path 
when I was in the state Senate, receiving 
bipartisan support, and saw savings for 
taxpayers and reduced recidivism. 

In Congress, I would advocate for poli-
cies and laws that keep communities safe 
while implementing sentencing training 
programs and sentencing reform to re-
duce racial disproportionality within the 
system- including reforms within the ju-
venile justice system.In  Congress, I will 
work with the Congressional Black Cau-
cus to identify priority criminal justice 
reform legislation.

Q: What is your understanding of 
the racial disparities that currently 
exist in Spokane’s criminal justice 
system and what role could you as 
a representative of the 5th Congres-
sional District play in addressing the 
disparities that currently exist in our 
local criminal justice system?

There exists disparity in pre-trial deten-
tion with regard to both the frequency at 
which people are detained and the aver-
age number of days spent in pretrial de-
tention. African American and Native 

American adults are detained approxi-
mately 6 times more than white adults. 
White adults remain in detention an av-
erage of 16 days but African American 
adults are detained for an average of 25 
days and Native American adults spend 
an average of 21 days in pretrial deten-
tion.

Local groups, such as the Spokane Public 
Schools Task Force, work to reduce dis-
parities in suspensions.  Along with fel-
low board members on the Empire Health 
Foundation, I supported work being done 
within the Spokane Public Schools to re-
duce racial disparities in suspension and 
school discipline policies. The Spokane 
Regional Law and Justice Council is also 
tasked with developing processes that 
will reduce racial disparity in our local 
justice system.

A Department of Justice initiative was 
canceled under the current administra-
tion resulting in the Spokane Police De-
partment not receiving the final report on 
what they had been doing.  

My role will be to meet with members of 
the community, support identified solu-
tions, request baseline data and progress 
reports- and work with Federal agencies 
to identify funding sources for training 
and community initiatives. 

Black Lens April Questions
Topic: Criminal Justice - The NAACP Criminal Justice Fact Sheet includes the following troubling information about racial disparities in the U.S. Criminal Justice System: 
Between 1980 and 2015, the number of people incarcerated in America increased from roughly 500,000 to over 2.2 million; 1 in every 37 adults in the United States, or 
2.7% of the adult population, is under some form of correctional supervision; In 2014, African Americans constituted 2.3 million, or 34%, of the total 6.8 million correctional 
population; African Americans are incarcerated at more than 5 times the rate of whites; The imprisonment rate for African American women is twice that of white women. 
Nationwide, African American children represent 32% of children who are arrested, 42% of children who are detained, and 52% of children whose cases are judicially waived 
to criminal court. African Americans and whites use drugs at similar rates, but the imprisonment rate of African Americans for drug charges is almost 6 times that of whites. 
If African Americans and Hispanics were incarcerated at the same rates as whites, prison and jail populations would decline by almost 40%.

Questions: What could congress be doing on a national level that it is not currently doing to address the racial disparities that exist in the United States criminal jus-
tice system? What is your understanding of the racial disparities that currently exist in Spokane’s criminal justice system and what role could you as a representative 
of the 5th Congressional District play in addressing the disparities that currently exist in our local criminal justice system?

Cathy McMorris Rodgers Lisa Brown
Q.: What could congress be doing on 
a national level that it is not current-
ly doing to address the racial dispar-
ities that exist in the United States 
criminal justice system? What is your 
understanding of the racial dispari-
ties that currently exist in Spokane’s 
criminal justice system and what role 
could you as a representative of the 
5th Congressional District play in 
addressing the disparities that cur-
rently exist in our local criminal jus-
tice system? 

A responsible criminal justice system 
is integral to a safe society. But with 
incarceration rates at an all time high, 
and people of color and their families 
disproportionately impacted under our 
current penal system, it’s clear we’re in 
need of an overhaul. 

One of the primary reasons why incar-
ceration rates remain high is the propensity for nonviolent criminals to reoffend. 
As mothers and fathers, these individuals face obstacles to provide for their fami-
lies when they’re released from prison. With few resources available to help them 
secure a job and reintegrate into society, they often reoffend.  

Providing these men and women with the tools and resources to rejoin our com-
munity and be productive citizens – for themselves and their families – is a critical 
first step. 

For this reason, I joined Congressman Doug Collins from Georgia last year in 
co-sponsoring the Prison Reform and Redemption Act. This bipartisan legisla-
tion would provide support systems, mental health counseling, workforce devel-
opment programs, substance abuse programs, faith-based intervention, and help 
transition people back into the community by allowing prisoners to end their sen-
tences in halfway houses or home confinement. 

Building on this momentum, last fall I invited Congressman Collins to join me in 
Spokane to discuss the necessity of criminal justice reform at a Peaceful Commu-
nity Roundtable. Together, with local leaders in the field, we heard stories from 
people who’ve experienced these challenges firsthand. 

Leading these discussions and bridging divides within our community is just the 
first step. To accomplish thoughtful and meaningful reform, we must remain war-
riors for human dignity and respect. We must listen to each other, hear from peo-
ple in the community, and continue having courageous conversations. 

Ultimately, criminal justice reform is pro-family policy. And while we need to be 
tough on crime and work to create a more safe and secure community, we also 
have to think about the impact of mass incarceration on families. When we work 
to rehabilitate instead of incarcerate, we can reunite families and rebuild com-
munities, helping break the cycle of incarceration and alleviating poverty for a 
stronger Eastern Washington.

WA 5th Congressional District 
NOVEMBER ELECTION
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Hear how Gene quit and how you can get  
FREE GUM or PATCH to quit smoking:

donemyway.org

Gene Aikens: Done with Smoking 
Gene Aikens, a native of Chicago, Illinois, is the new face 
of the Spokane Regional Health District’s anti-smoking 
campaign, “Done My Way.” Gene’s introduction to the 
campaign began at a Black Lens screening of the film 
“Black Lives Black Lungs”, which took place at Morning 
Star Missionary Baptist Church in November of last year. 
I spent a few minutes talking to Gene about how he got 
involved in the campaign and why.

What prompted you to smoke that first cigarette?
I was 16 and a sophomore at Chicago Vocational High 
School when I smoked my first cigarette in 1965. Smok-
ing was ingrained in the culture. It was a part of my life. 
My mother smoked. All of her friends smoked. Smok-
ing was what you did as a right of passage, going from 
a young teenager to your adult mode. As a kid, I never 
realized how influential it was. Smoking was so prevalent 
that it was easy to get into it.

What did you connect to in the film Black Lives 
Black Lungs?
One of the things that stood out the most was the fact 
that they had these young ladies on the corners in the 
downtown district of Chicago. On State street, the great 
street. It was where Marshall Fields and all of the high 
end department stores were and we would go down there 
and window shop. The cigarette ladies were a lot like the 
spritzer women you see in the department stores, like at 
Nordstrom, that give you samples. It really stood out be-
cause you didn’t interact that much with white people in 
those days. And it was free. They would give us these 
little packs that had two or three cigarettes in them and 
that pretty much was all you needed. 

Then there were the vans that you saw in the film giv-
ing out cigarettes. That was a true thing. I lived in the 
housing project and the vans would be parked over by the 

grocery store. They would show up sporadicly and hand out 
free cigarettes. When you are living in the housing project 
and you don’t hardly have anything to eat half the time,  any 
time anything was free, when somebody is giving something 
away for free, a lot of times you just take advantage of it. 

When did you stop smoking? Why?
Because of my daughter’s health and second hand smoke. 
My daughter contracted meningitis. She was in a coma 
for six months and wasn’t expected to make it. I am a 
24/7 caregiver for her. My sister-in-law talked to me 
about my smoking. My daughter’s health is very import-
ant to me. That was a part of the inspiration. Outside of 
that, the other fact was the financial aspect of it. It was so 
cheap when I first started smoking. I was doing the math 
in my head and stricken by how much it amounted to on a 
monthly basis. So between my daughter’s health and the 
financial aspect, I decided to give it a go.

What do you hope people get out of the Done My 
Way ad campaign?
I want them to realize that everybody doesn’t have to fol-
low the standard practice as far as trying to quit smoking. 
The way I did it worked for me and what ever a person 
has to do to get it to work for them, I encourage them to 
do that. Whatever works best. There are different ways to 
quit and there are triggers that can inspire you to move 
passed it. It takes a lot of will power, but if I can help one 
person, as far as quitting the habit, well then I feel good 
about that.

Done My Way is a campaign through the Spokane Re-
gional Health District that supports people in Spokane 
in their attempts to quit smoking and encourages their 
use of cessation methods that work best for them. The 
site contains resources for quitting and testimonials. 
Visit https://srhd.org/done-my-way to see Gene’s video.
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14th Annual Diversity Luncheon Celebrating Black History Month
Sponsored by the Spokane County Bar Association & SCBA Diversity Section

You are cordially invited to join Stephen Pitters 
Author, Poet and Host of KYRS Radio Program ‘Spokane Open Poetry’  

Book Release -  “PRERECORDED”
Thursday, April 26 - 6:30pm 

MAC (Northwest Museum of Arts and Culture)
2316 W. First Avenue, Spokane, Washington, 99201

Prerecorded
p o e m s   b y   s t e p h e n   p i t t e r s

PREREC
O

RD
ED

STEPH
EN

 PITTERS

Stephen Pitters: Author, Poet, Releases Fifth Book

Photos Courtesy Robert Lloyd, http://4comculture.com

Music presentation will 
start at 5:30pm.

Visual Artist 
Megan Perkins  

will have a display.
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Mona Martin: Transforming Lives Through Dance
Tell me about your background?
I’m from Los Angeles California, I came to Spokane my 
sophomore year in high school. My sister and I moved 
here to stay with our grandparents andnd they pretty much 
raised us. I graduated from Ferris high school in 1987 and 
then after high school, I had the option to go back, but I 
decided to stay.

Were you always a creative kid?
I have always been a dancer because my mother was a 
dancer. I wanted to go to dance school, ballet school, but 
that was out of the question because we didn’t have mon-
ey for that. That wasn’t a mindset that they were in. We 
were not so much in a survival mindset, but in a I’m get-
ting through mindset. So anything like that was out of the 
question. It was not even thought of. But my cousin, her 
parents were functional and stable, and their mindset was 
broader. They had put her in ballet and we lived down the 
street from each other in L.A. I had to have been about 9 
or 10. My cousin was doing ballet classes and she left her 
book accidentally at grandma’s house. I noticed the book 
was there and I opened up the book, and I remember to 
this day, the pictures that were in the book. They had the 
positions, first position, second position. They had pictures 

and they had the instructions. I remember looking at the 
pictures and trying to follow the instructions. This was this 
is my first introduction to dance.

What did that feel like. I mean like what was your 
emotion around that?
It was almost like a natural feeling. Like this was normal, 
even though it wasn’t normal, it was normal.  

What came next so, how did that lead you in this 
direction....?
I’m gifted at dance, because my mother was a dancer. So 
dancing came natural and I was always good at it, but I 
wasn’t trained. I would dance at home, I would go to the 
club and dance. I wasn’t a drinker. I was more of a dancer. 
That was my outlet. 

I gave my life to the Lord around 24. I’ve always been in 
church, but I had never seen dancing in the church. I didn’t 
even know you could do that, but when I was leading the 
choir, I would always be moving. I believe it was in 2003. I 
had maybe been at Solid Rock Christian Church for about 
a year when  they had I guest speaker. It was their church 
anniversary and the guest speaker was Prophetess Carol 
Cartwright from Texas. I worked as an usher, so I was in 
the back folding something or doing something, and she 
called me from the back up to the front of the church and 
begin to prophesy over me for 45 minutes about dancing, 
about the gift of dance, the ability to dance, the ministry 
of dance. She didn’t know, and no one knew, that I had 
already been dancing in the house with Christian music 
and I didn’t even know why, I was just drawn to it, I would 
just dance to it, in the bathroom,  in the living room, in the 
kitchen, in the bedroom, 

I really believe this, I believe what God was doing was pu-
rifying and adjusting me privately and the prophetic word 
shifted me into that spiritual place or that spiritual position  
of a Miriam. Miriam was Moses’ sister. She was a prophet-
ic dancer. After they crossed over to the Red Sea, Miriam 
took her tambourine and a group of women and they began 
to dance for victory. 

How did that lead to you starting the Christian 
Dance Academy?
So now, I’ve got this prophetic word over my life, but I 
still don’t step out into it until 2-3 years later. I started 
dancing in the back of the church. Remember that I had 
never seen dancing in the church before, Well you can’t 
do something that has never been exemplified before you. 
So after that prophetic word, God takes me back into the 
privacy of my own home and begins to train me and de-
velop me from there. Then 2-3 years later God brought 
Beth Moore from Arizona. She was a dancer and a flagger, 
and she came to our church to do a conference. I ended up 
being her armor-bearer.

That was the first time that I saw dancing in action. I had 
a picture to it and an experience to it. I knew that’s what it 
was supposed to look like. I was already in it, but I didn’t 
know how to convey it. When Beth danced, she was con-
veying. She was demonstrating. She was exemplifying 
what dance looks in its fullness as a minister of dance. I 
just broke down and cried. That’s it. That’s what it looks 
like.                                                Continued on Page 16

IN THE SPIRIT
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Written by Karen Boone 
Senior Advisor for the Women United 
Against Sexual Molestation 

April is Sexual Assault Awareness Month, oth-
erwise known as SAAM. The National Sexual 
Violence Resource Center (NSVRC) has an-
nounced that the theme for the 2018 Sexual As-
sault Awareness Month campaign is “Embrace 
Your Voice!” 

During this month, people across the United 
States raise awareness about sexual violence, 
how to prevent it, and how to support those 
who are affected by it. We all have a unique 
role to play in prevention and changing the cul-
ture. When we reflect on and change how we 
think and talk about the issue of sexual violence 
and consent, we can create a culture of respect, 
equality, and safety. All of our voices have pow-
er. It’s time for everyone to find that voice and 
embrace it.  
Spokane native Sherri Noble Jones is the 
Founder/CEO of the non-profit Women United 
Against Sexual Molestation (WUASM). She 
currently lives in Jacksonville, Florida and is a 
sexual assault survivor.

On the morning of April 25, 2015, Sherri says, 
“As I was walking down a street a man, ap-
peared out of nowhere, grabbed me tightly from 
the rear and began to drag me toward a wooded 
area. Frightened for my life, while being over-
powered by this stranger, I raised my voice and 
began to scream for help.  A car pulled over 
and the driver got out. My assailant loosened 
his tight grip, dropped me to the ground and 
ran, attempting to get away. He was caught by 
the police and jailed for two weeks. No formal 
charges were brought against him and he was 
released without punishment. A month later he 
broke into a home and sexually assaulted an-
other woman.”

Although the definition of sexual assault can 
vary from state to state, The National Center 
for Victims of Crime states that sexual assault 
can take many forms.  Rape, attempted rape or 
any unwanted sexual contact and/or threats are 
defined as sexual assault.  As a result of such 
crimes, most victims are left to suffer with the 
long term emotional effects of such assaults.  
The U.S. Department of Justice states that on 
average there are 237,868 victims of sexual as-
sault and rape each year. This staggering sta-
tistic is only the start of what then becomes a 
bigger detriment to society.  Sexual assault not 
only hurts its victims.

Victims of sexual assault are:  

∙ 3 times more likely to suffer from depression
∙ 6 times more likely to suffer from post-trau-
matic stress disorder
∙ 13 times more likely to abuse alcohol
∙ 26 times more likely to abuse drugs
∙ 4 times more likely to contemplate suicide

Whether its denial, anxiety, depression, or other 
more complicated emotional disorders, victims 
of sexual assault and their family members of-
ten don’t believe there is a safe place to turn for 
assistance.

Women United Against Sexual Molestation of-
fers free no cost services to victims of assault. 
Their mission is to bring light to the tragedies 
of sexual molestation and assault while uniting 
lives through healing, acceptance and move-
ment forward beyond their demise. The focus is 
to provide victims and their family the counsel-
ing, support and referral services needed to get 
back on track with their lives. Victims are of-
fered confidential individual and group services 
along with the resources necessary to tackle 
what may seem unsurmountable and programs 
aimed to help rebuild and find hope.  
Sherri has committed her life to learning about 
this crime and helping victims like herself cope 
with the residual impact of their circumstances. 
Each day she is motivated by her knowledge 
that WUASM is providing a much needed ser-
vice to the women and the families they serve. 
She believes victims don’t have to let the crime 
erode what is theirs to reclaim. 

As in many cases, Sherri’s assailant was not 
formally charged or punished for his crime. She 
raised her voice on April 25, 2015 for the pur-
pose of saving her own life. Raped twice when 
she was 15, she believes, if she had said some-
thing then, it may have saved the next person.
This is what encouraged her after the last attack, 
in April, to start her nonprofit. She has learned 
the strength of embracing her voice and uses it 
today to influence hope, healing, and change.

WUASM 501(c) (3) non-profit located in Jack-
sonville, Florida.  Its services are provided 
through the generosity of local partners, spon-
sors, foundation grants and donors who believe 
in the work and the mission of the organiza-
tion.  

For more information  about WUASM 
call 904- 288-1585 or e-mail Sherri Noble 
Jones at sherri.jones@wuasm.org. 

Where Healing Begins and Support Never Ends
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Spring is my favorite time of the year! See-
ing the endless beauty of God through His 
creation, and the intricate, thoughtful de-
tail He puts into the plants and animals is 
amazing to me. 

Gazing out of my window just thinking, I 
noticed a young deer in the thickets near 
my fence. It walked back and forth com-
ing closer to the edge of the thickets that 
leads to the meadow. I wasn’t sure at first 
if it was a male or female. But noticed 
the way it held its head up and straight 
back, full of confidence as it entered the 
meadow, each step carefully made with 
a pause, watching both ways as it slowly 
approached the sweet grass in the middle 
of the meadows. 

The young stag tasted the sweet grass and 
then looked over its shoulders and nodded 
for a doe to come and join him. He careful-
ly watched, looking in both directions, as 
the doe entered the meadows and started to 
eat. Again he looked towards the thickets 
and nodded, another doe entered the mead-
ows to partake of the sweet grass. 

The deers finished eating, then proceeded 
to leave the meadows, with confidence and 
caution the stag led the way as they left the 
meadow in a single file. One of my favorite 
scriptures came to me!

“Be strong and courageous. Do not be 
afraid or terrified because of them, for the 
Lord your God goes with you; He will nev-
er leave you nor forsake you.” 

Deuteronomy 31:6 NIV

Reflecting on the many life lessons I have 
encountered during my walk as a Chris-
tian, like many of you I’ve had my share 
of life’s ups and downs, disappointments, 
setbacks, heartaches and pain. 

Believe me I have had my share of fail-
ures as well. But through it all! Like the 
young stag, I had to step out on faith, 
believing that whatever I was going 
through, God is with me and it was for 
my good and for His glory. 

In fact, even as you’re reading this, He’s 
there with you. I encourage you to take a 
few moments right now and pray. Surren-
dering the all of life’s discomfort and pain, 
I believe you can truly trust Him to give 
you hope and confidence that He is not 
only with you, but He will see you through. 

And just like the stag you will be able 
to overcome the pains of yesterday. God 
will make all things new as you begin 
step out in faith.

Cornbeef Brisket 
1 Corn beef brisket (about 4 pounds) with 
spice packet
2 tablespoons brown sugar
2 bay leaves
3 1/2 pounds potatoes peeled
8 medium carrots, halved crosswise
1 medium head cabbage, cut into wedges

Directions:
Place brisket, contents of seasoning pack-
et, brown sugar and bay leaves in a large 
Dutch oven or stockpot; cover with water. 
Bring to a boil.

Add potatoes and carrots; return to a boil. 
Reduce heat; simmer, cover, just until beef 
and vegetables are tender, 30-40 minutes. 
(if pot is full remove potatoes and carrots 
before adding cabbage; re-heat before 
serving.)

Add cabbage to pot; return to a boil. Re-
duce heat; simmer, covered, until cabbage 
is tender, about 15 minutes. 

Remove vegetables and corn beef; keep 
warm. Cut corn beef across the grain into 
slices. Serve with vegetables.
*Add salt and pepper to taste.

Happy Easter!

Give it a try and let me know if you like it. If 
you don’t, please share why not. If you have an 
idea for a healthy dish, let me know that too. 
I can be reached through the Black Lens by 
sending an e-mail to sandy@blacklensnews.
com. Put Foods for the Soul in the subject line. 

FOODS FOR THE SOUL
Recipes for a Balanced Life By Faye McMillan

More info: spokanewomentogether@gmail.com

SPOKANE
WOMEN
TOGETHER

Portraits and Stories

Rick Singer & Hilary Hart

Fox Theater 
Exterior Projection

April Evenings 

Gonzaga University 
Kreielsheimer Gallery 
at the Jundt Building

Opening and gallery talk: 
April 4,  5-8pm Jundt Auditorium

On display throughout April 2018 at these locations: 

Spokane Public Library 
Downtown- 3rd floor
First Friday Opening -  April 6 

WE ARE: Your Neighbors. Engineers. Nurses. 
Social Workers. Professors. Graphic Designers. 
Students. Holocaust Survivor. Pharmacist. Doctors. 
Refugees from Genocide. Philanthropists.  Friends.
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By Dora “Duaa Rahemaah” Williams

I have been residing in Spokane for about a year and 
a half and the only time I’m around other people is 
either at a meeting, a conference, or a community 
event. I have no one to hangout with and I miss being 
around my Muslim sisters in Seattle, hanging out and 
having fun. 

I wanted and needed to be around  Black Muslims. 
People that look like me, believe like me, and that 
understand me. I went to the Black American Mus-
lim Conference to see my sisters from Seattle. I went 
to experience Islam through a Black Lens. I went to 
get information on how to deal with issues that effect 
the Black Muslim/Black community in an Islamic 
way, also to meet new people and to gain a sisterhood 
across the states.

The conference was sooooooo amazing and peace-
ful.  I felt like I was at home. Since I converted three 
years ago, this was the first time that I have been in 
the same room where the majority of Muslims were 
African Americans/Black. To  see so many beautiful 
sisters rocking their hijabs, the sense of community 
and being accepted was refreshing.

Alhamduallah, at the conference I learned about the 
foundation and history of the Black Muslim commu-
nity and the Black masjid. I learned that we as Black 
Muslims need a special criteria for spirituality. 

We talked about racism inside of Islam and the mas-
jids and in the communities. We also talked about mass 
incarceration. We know about mass incarceration and 
the impact it has on our community, but what is not 
talked about is that those men and women that are in-
carcerated are converting to Islam and they will be re-
leased as Muslims. As a Black Muslim, I wonder why 
we are not invited to be at the table in this community 
to address issues that have an impact on us being Afri-
can American/Black People. 

Alhamduallah, everything about the conference im-
pacted me in one way or another. It made me think 
about the community here in Spokane and how I can 
make an impact here without loosing who I am. But 
what impacted me the most was the sense of commu-
nity, which I am missing. What we face as Black Mus-
lims,  as Black people, is different from those from 
other cultures/countries. Our struggles are different, 
our issues are different, so our solutions will have to 
be different as well.

The Lamppost Education Initiative and ISLAH-LA 
launched of the First Annual Black American Mus-
lim Conference (BAMC) the weekend of March 17-
18, 2018 at the Institute of Knowledge in Diamond 
Bar, CA (30 minutes from Los Angeles, CA). The 
aim of the conference was to focus on the concerns, 
plight, and future of Islam in Black America. Spe-
cial panel discussions and lectures addressed issues 
of primary concern to the African American Muslim 
community as well as issues that all Muslims face to-
gether. For information visit: https://www.lamppost-
productions.com

2018 Black American Muslim Conference

Reality TV Show Review
By Jackie McCowen-Rose
Too often so-called “reality “ 
shows on TV show Black folks 
as one-dimensional stereotypes. 
Now in its third season on the 
Animal Planet network, “The Vet 
Life” is a different take on who 
we are. 

If you haven’t seen the program – 
which runs on Saturday evenings 
– it follows the work and family 
lives of three young veterinarians 
at the animal hospital they found-
ed in Cypress, TX, near Houston. 
The practice is called Cy-Fair, 
after the two adjoining neighbor-
hoods. The three, Drs. Blue, Ross 
and Levigne, met while attending 
Tuskegee Institute’s college of 
veterinary medicine. They be-
came best friends, their families 
became close, and they decided 
to move everyone to Houston and 
open their own animal hospital.

Dr. Diarra Blue, Dr. Aubrey “A.J” 
Ross, and Dr. Michael Levigne 
don’t just treat dogs and cats. You 
will see them caring for every 
kind of animal, from bulls to boa 

constrictors, goats to chinchillas, 
bunnies to birds; you never know 
what will come through the door 
next. Watching these vets one 
sees clearly that they love ani-
mals, are knowledgeable,  have 
empathy with the animals’ own-
ers, and they also love their fami-
lies and each other. 

Every show takes time to visit 
with the vets’ wives and children 
and the two grandmothers who 
figure large in their lives (Dr. 
Ross loves his mom’s gumbo!). 
While always professional in the 
front office and in exam and sur-
gery rooms, these guys joke and 
carry on – “you know how we do” 
– and keep it real among them-
selves, which is very refreshing. 

Grillin’ and chillin’ (the big BBQ 
cook-off), Date Night, good fam-
ily times in general; the vibe is a 
wonderful combination of mak-
ing it in the larger world and yet 
never forgetting who you are.

The vets give back to the commu-
nity every chance they have. Cy-
Fair has a 5th-wheel trailer which 
serves as a mobile vet clinic. They 
offer free vaccines, inexpensive 
spay/neuter, and always strive 
to educate the public – especial-
ly children – about all animals 
and how we honor and care for 

them because they give so much. 
They have partnered with a local 
veteran who runs a rescue ranch 
to bring a petting zoo event to 
the public that included not only 
small animals, but farm animals, 
and even a couple of baby kanga-
roos (in diapers, yet!) to further 
their aim of educating.

As with anyone who puts it out 
there on television, there have 
been complaints against the prac-
tice. However, the records of the 
Texas Board of Medical Examin-
ers show no disciplinary action 
against the Cy-Fair veterinarians, 
and reviews of Cy-Fair and the 
three vets are overwhelmingly 
positive. I encourage readers to 
do their own investigating and 

draw their own conclusions, pref-
erably after watching “The Vet 
Life” a couple of times. 

Good Black male role models are 
so difficult to find in the world of 
“reality” television, and televi-
sion in general. Role models who 
demonstrate the diversity of what 
Black folks do professionally are 
even scarcer. I recommend “The 
Vet Life” for a show you can 
enjoy with your kids, or just by 
yourself for a refreshing hour of 
tears, laughter, and general “wow, 
I did not know that!” 

If you like it, go to www.ani-
malplanet.com/tv-shows/the-vet-
life and let the network know. You 
can also find biographies of the 
Cy-Fair vets at www.facebook.
com/TheVetLife; their histories 
are fascinating, because though 
not all grew up around animals, 
all have loved animals all their 
life. Let’s support this show and 
hope for more!

Note: The show is now on summer 
hiatus, and the new season not yet 
announced. If you want it back after 
seeing episodes on the website, con-
tact Animal Planet network.

Brothers Keep it Real: The Vet Life 
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Science and religion have been formally at odds with each 
other in classic duality since the Age of Enlightenment in 
the 18th century. But since the advent of the scientific theo-
ry known as quantum physics, the intersection between sci-
ence and spirituality is undeniable to me, and to an increasing 
number of scientists.  Albert Einstein himself said, “Everyone 
who is seriously committed to the cultivation of science be-
comes convinced that in all the laws of the universe is man-
ifest a spirit vastly superior to [humankind] and to which we 
with our powers must feel humble.”

The world recently lost one of the most brilliant scientific 
minds of our time. What I don’t know or understand about 
physicist and cosmologist Stephen Hawking’s theories and 
discoveries is vast -- as vast as a black hole in space, the sub-
ject and study of which gave rise to Hawking’s most ground-
breaking theory called Hawking Radiation.  The science sur-
rounding black holes is very complex, but let me offer my 
extremely simplified, layperson understanding.

Black holes are believed to form when stars die and their mas-
sive bulk collapses inward, creating an intense gravitational 
field, a field so intense that it pulls in anything and everything 
that passes close to its boundaries.  Vast amounts of matter 
and energy of all kinds -- gasses, planets, and even light itself 
-- circle the vortex, powerless against the unimaginable force 
that pulls it toward oblivion. For a while it was believed that 
black holes were indestructible, and that any substance pulled 
into them was destroyed forever.  

However, as a result of Hawking’s theory, it seems that black 
holes are not the cosmic exterminators they were once be-
lieved to be. Hawking theorized that some, or perhaps all of 
the substance that gets sucked into a black hole may in fact 
not be destroyed, but rather it is radically transformed from 
whatever it once was into radiation. It is this radiant energy 
that escapes the hole. As a result, a black hole will eventually 
shrink and evaporate. Its final demise comes as a massive ex-
plosion of radiant energy!  Steven Hawking himself said, “If 
you feel you are trapped in a black hole, don’t give up. There 
is a way out.”

Black holes are popular metaphors for circumstances into 
which we find ourselves drawn against our will; a destruc-
tive situation from which there is no escape. Our suffering is 
assured, our fate is sealed. Like matter and energy in space, 
the people of this country circle the black hole that is con-
suming America. Some of us try with all our might to resist 
the powerful energy that threatens to annihilate our humanity 
on so many levels. Some of us choose to deny or willfully ig-
nore the danger.  Some of us become cynical and pessimistic. 
Others retreat into nihilism. Most of us find ourselves contin-
uously cycling in and out of one or another of these numbing 
or oppressive states of mind.

The intense gravitational pull of America’s black hole threat-
ens compassion, justice, liberty, and our very democracy. It 
steals away our hope via every form of media at our disposal 
in a daily barrage of sensational headlines – in the never-end-
ing “breaking news story,” and in self-obsessed reporting 
from both the political right and left.  Some of it is fake, some 
of it isn’t.  All of it is depressing.

We circle the black hole of a rising police state (ICE) that 
terrorizes immigrant communities with impunity – snatching 
mothers and fathers away from their terrified, screaming chil-
dren as they walk down the street.  These raids have become 
indiscriminate dragnets, capturing and detaining predomi-
nantly brown and black people, young and old, many without 
any criminal record whatsoever.  

America is a black hole of increasingly unabashed and un-
challenged corporate totalitarianism, of institutions corrupt 
beyond all accountability, and of morally bankrupt political 
leaders.  America is becoming a black hole of sanctified hate 
– a force willing to sacrifice the lives of its children rather 
than ban the sale and ownership of personal rapid-fire mili-
tary assault guns.  

But when we apply the Hawking Radiation theory, we know 
that a black hole is not inescapable.  The black hole of Amer-
ica will not devour us, it will empower us! With fierce new 
resolve, we shoot up from the abyss in brilliant, radiant en-

ergy as we take to the streets to proclaim that Black lives 
matter, and that women’s rights are human rights.  The energy 
builds as Latino youth brought to this country as children by 
undocumented parents march to preserve President Barack 
Obama’s executive order protecting them from deportation, 
while lawmakers work toward comprehensive, and compas-
sionate immigration reform.  The radiation grows stronger as 
our youth rise up against the unbridled power and tyranny of 
the National Rifle Association (NRA), and the cowering and 
cowardly political leaders it controls, declaring we will not 
stand by and allow you to enable our slaughter!  

In our transformed, energetic state, we liberate ourselves 
from the self-interest and hyperbole of the news media, 
and harness mass communications to proclaim #metoo, and 
#enoughisenough!  We are fired up, and organizing from the 
ground up to replace self-serving, ill-willed lawmakers, and 
to prove that money is not the only influence in electing peo-
ple to public office. 

In the Christian faith tradition, the tradition I now call The 
Way of Jesus, it is the season of Easter; the season of dying to 
what we once were and being born again into glorious Spirit. 
As a follower of The Way of Jesus, I have come to under-
stand death as a transformation from the physical, psycholog-
ical, emotional and even spiritual constructs of what we have 
been, into the essence of what we truly are: A divine spark, 
born of the Mind of God.  Stephen Hawking once said that 
“to know the Cosmos is to know the mind of God.”  I might 
instead say, to know the Cosmos is to experience God. To 
experience God, is to be radically and radiantly transformed!

In the here and now of life in America, people of conscience, 
compassion, and a thirst for justice and inclusivity, are be-
ing pulled into a vast, tormentous hole. But both science and 
Faith tell us that there is a way out–a radical, radiant way out.

© Copyright Beverly Spears 2018

Rev. Beverly Spears is an ordained American Baptist minis-
ter, teacher and preacher of Evolutionary Christianity who 
currently lives in Northern California.

Tongues of Fire By Beverly Spears 

Black Holes, America and The Mind of God

Continued From Page 12
Beth Moore took me under her wing. She made my first dance 
garment. Sewed it and mailed it to me, so I had the proper 
attire to wear while I was ministering. So now we’re walking 
in this and this thing is growing and I’m developing and I’m 
learning how to do it and God begins to say, okay, I need you 
to teach others. 

October 31, 2011, I was sitting at my desk and the Lord 
dropped into my spirit the Dance studio. Remember, I’ve not 
been in a studio. I think the first time I stepped my foot in 
the studio when I was 38 years old. I went home and started 
to write the business plan. The holy spirit gave it to me and 
I began to write it. The next day, I called a meeting with my 
pastor, my spiritual father, and I shared with them the busi-
ness plan and they prayed over it and then they blessed me. I 
brought together a group of women around me. We met in my 
living room and we began to put together the concept of the 
Christian Dance Academy. That was November 2011. Janu-
ary 2, 2012 is when we opened the academy.

Tell me about that first class?

We did an open house in December to pre-register students. 
Our first class, we did a ballet class and prophetic class. We 
had the women come in, we didn’t have the children yet, and 
they were elated. They were excited. Some of them had taken 
ballet class before, but most of them had not. It was a won-
derful experience for them. I think there were eight of us in 
that first class. 

During the process of getting the Academy opened, God was 
dealing with me about going full time. I was in the medical 
field. I was making good money. I had a home. I had a mort-
gage. I had a son that was a senior in high school. Full time? I 
wouldn’t. I just wouldn’t do it. But finally, I was so troubled. 
I said, okay, I’ll do it. So February 2, 2012 I put in my two 

weeks notice to go full time in to the business. Two hours 
after I put my two weeks notice in, I got a phone call from 
somebody I know and the play Seven Sisters Seven Stools 
was coming to Spokane and they were looking for a dancer. 
My name came up, so I got a contract working the play two 
hours after I quit my job.

Describe how things were when the Dance Academy 
was at its height?
At our height, we were doing energy movement. We were 
doing intercessory movement. We were teaching other people 
that had a call on their life to be dancer ministers like me, I 
was training and developing them. We were helping church-
es organize and put in place a dance team. We were  doing 
classes at different churches. We were helping organizations 
and churches open up their own dance studios. On top of that, 
we were traveling and doing ministry dancing at conferences 
and  retreat events. I was juggling the studio. I was juggling 
mentoring. I was juggling traveling as a minister and on top 
of that we shifted into coaching. So not only were we a dance 
instructor, but we were a coach. We were using dancing to 
allow people to relinquish blockage so that they could live 
their fullest life. Now I’m coaching. I’m empowering and I’m 
using movement to do that.

How has the studio evolved to where you are at now?
It’s time to let go of the studio, the teaching, the private class-
es and move on to ministry.  So I closed the door of the studio 
in October 2017 and from that I began to evolve. I’m evolving 
into different aspects of what dance means in the community. 

I still do the dancing. I still do groups if they call me. As a 
matter of fact, I’m working with a church, with their youth 
department. They call me in and I’ll do classes with them. 
I will also go and travel, as a matter of fact. I was in Idaho 
and I’m all around the Pacific Northwest. I’ll be in Tennessee 

doing a workshop. Seattle. I do workshops and seminars on 
flagging and dancing, but I also do workshops and seminars 
for entrepreneurs who want to start their own business. 

What’s your vision? What’s been given to you in terms 
of where you’re headed?
You know that’s a good question. I’m sort of kind of feeling 
my way in this new season that I’m in. I am now working 
back in the medical field and also doing what I do dance-wise. 
I’m not quite sure. I know that God has allowed me to start 
making money, because we weren’t making very much mon-
ey. We were running like a 501c3 even though we weren’t 
a 501c3. So I wasn’t really making a lot of money, but now 
that I’m back in the work force I’m able to have the resources 
that I need to invest, because this is an expensive ministry. 
Now I’m able to get what I need so that I am able to present 
Kingdom through movement in a more excellent way. Dif-
ferent venues are opening up for me. Different platforms are 
opening up for me. Bigger opportunities are opening, not just 
for the aspect of dance, but also in speaking, so I’m moving 
more to that realm.

What have you learned about yourself in this pro-
cess from when you left LA to doing all the work with 
dance?
I learned that dance is not just dance. Dance is a tool that God 
uses to transform our lives. It challenges us. It reveals to us. 
It breaks down the walls. It has given me hope. It has also 
also walked me through inner healing. Danced helped me to 
allow those wounded broken areas in me to be processed into 
a healthier whole person. Just dancing. Always with God’s 
presence. Always with the Holy spirit guiding and leading us. 

For more information on the Christian Dance Academy 
and Empowerment Center contact Mona Martin at cdaspo-
kane@yahoo.com.

Mona Martin: Christian Dance Academy and Empowerment Center
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Meet Nikki Lockwood: 
ACLU Parent and Student Organizer
Addressing Disparities in School Student Discipline and Arrests
The ACLU is part of the Every Student Counts Alli-
ance, a Spokane-based coalition, formed around disci-
pline reform in Spokane Public Schools that includes 
many community organizational partners. 

My role as Parent and Student Organizer for the ACLU 
is to build engagement of impacted families, parents, 
caregivers and students, in the policy work around ex-
clusionary discipline reform, especially those groups 
disproportionately impacted, including those families 
with students of color, students receiving free and re-
duced lunch and students with special needs. 

Inviting folks to advocacy opportunities, building skills 
for advocacy, helping parents and students see their role 
in making change from the themselves and the common 
good, that’s what I’m doing.

Other parents and I have moved from our family’s iso-
lated struggles to join with others, building power, to 
address needed change in school discipline and relat-
ed issues. We have moved from being frustrated and 
feeling like victims to being active participants in the 
change we see that is needed.

When grass roots work is done in improving systems, 
the goal is to hear from impacted families about what 
they see their students needing. What are we missing 
in the system. What do the families see as priorities 
in helping keep their students in school when they are 
struggling with unwanted behaviors? 

It’s hard as there is a certain shame that comes along 
with having your kid suspended, which can make it 
hard to see yourself in the advocate role. I have dealt 
with that myself. But to know my child shouldn’t have 
been suspended, and that it was an inappropriate and 
honestly, illegal reaction to her special needs issues, I 
was mad.

Improvements have been achieved in the past one and a 
half years since the work has started. Student arrests are 
down dramatically from two years ago.  Suspensions have 
decreased overall, but unfortunately have bumped up from 
last year. Special education reform has begun. 

The district put considerable resources into training staff 
on restorative practices as a way to address unwanted be-
haviors, repair harms and keep kids in school. SEA has 
independently brought Culturally Responsive Strategies 

trainings, informed directly from student focus groups, to 
all the area administrators.
Our school district is home to some kids with very chal-
lenging behaviors, reflecting the many challenges our 
community faces and that’s no easy task. There is still 
work to do. 

Students of color and students on free and reduced lunch 
continue to be disproportionally affected by exclusionary 
discipline and arrests from school, but those same student-
nts are often missing from the conversations. Those voices 
are needed to inform the work. 

One common sentiment I hear from all the students and 
parents/caregivers when we talk about the issues around 
discipline reform is that they don’t want others to go 
through what they have 
gone through. 

Nikki Lockwood
ACLU Parent 
& Student Organizer
Every Student 
Counts Alliance
509-638-7555

Isaiah* loves baseball. He knows all the 
stats – pro and college—and always has a 
baseball in his hands. He’s only in the 4th 
grade, and already has his sights on play-
ing in high school, like his older brother. 
But Isaiah has started to wonder if he’ll 
make it to high school. He’s always get-
ting in trouble at school. It started early. 
He just couldn’t sit still. Some teachers 
didn’t mind – they let him move around; 
gave him jobs to do. Others got frustrat-
ed. They told him over and over to sit 
down, be still, be quiet. By third grade, 
he couldn’t keep up academically. Read-
ing, especially, was hard. And everything 
required reading. Even math, which Isa-
iah liked, had story problems! 
His 2nd grade teacher told Isaiah’s mom 
she thought he might have dyslexia. His 
mom asked if the school could do an 
evaluation, but then summer came. The 
next fall, she asked again. The teach-
er suggested waiting awhile to see if he 
caught up. He didn’t. Isaiah’s Grand-
mother helped draft a letter requesting an 
evaluation, and in November, the school 
agreed to start one.   That fall, Isaiah got 
his first suspension – he shouted back at 
his teacher when she told him, again, to 
sit down and stop talking. He felt terrible. 
He wanted to do good and make his fam-
ily proud. But he just wasn’t getting it. 

In January the school called his parents 
for a meeting. They said he qualified for 
an “IEP” (Individualized Education Pro-
gram) and would start going to a class 
called the Resource Room for reading. 
The class was smaller, but a bit rowdy. 
Students would start talking sports and 
end up in the principal’s office. Isaiah 
was suspended twice in the spring. He 
started to hate school and wanted to quit. 
His family wouldn’t let him give up.

When 4th grade started, Isaiah was de-
termined to do better. He tried to ignore 
other kids when they were messing 
around, but he still got in trouble. His 
family saw him trying, but still strug-
gling. In October, he was suspended 
again. It was too much. They got to-
gether to talk about what they could do. 
They decided to appeal the suspension. 
They also sent an email asking for an 
IEP team meeting. 

They didn’t expect a quick fix, but they 
believed there had to be an alternative to 
so many suspensions. 
*Isaiah is a fictional character, but the 
Washington State Governor’s Office of 
the Education Ombuds (OEO) works dai-
ly with families, community profession-
als and educators supporting students 
like Isaiah by sharing information about 
our state’s k-12 public schools, facilitat-
ing communication, and helping to col-
laboratively resolve problems. 

Our services are free and confidential.

If you have questions or concerns about 
a K-12 public school student in Washing-
ton, feel free call us at 1-866-297-2597, 
email us at oeoinfo@gov.wa.gov or visit 
us online at www.oeo.wa.gov.
Resources:
https://www.youtube.com/user/TheWAE-
dOmbudsman; https://twitter.com/
EdOmbuds; https://www.facebook.
com/WAEducationOmbuds/ (English); 
https://www.facebook.com/Ombuds-
deEducacion/ (Spanish/español).

Do You Have Questions or Concerns About a Student?
The Office of the Education Ombuds Works to Support K-12 Students

Content Sponsored By:
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Reach Out and Touch 
Somebody’s...
By: Harry “ Brocq” Whitman 
Jesus Christ (Isa) said, “what you do to the 
least of my brothers, you do unto me…”

The political winds of building more pris-
ons to warehouse the human residue of so-
ciety’s ills has finally changed course here 
in the State of Washington. The old debate, 
punishment v. rehabilitation, is no longer 
of any consequence. 

Washington state lawmakers have closed 
prisons, are considering community cit-
izen review committee legislation, and 
authorizing funding for release readiness, 
reentry, and recidivism reduction pro-
grams. Prosecutors are re-thinking the log-
ic of three strikes life without parole laws 
for incarcerated individuals convicted of 
non-serious violent crimes. The legislature 
restored the voice of formerly incarcerat-
ed individuals when it passed the law to 
automatically restore the right to vote for 
individuals convicted of felonies who are 
no longer incarcerated or on community 
supervision, thus, adding them to the con-
stituent class, along with all other citizens 
to whom politicians seeking elective office 
must now hear.

While the cynic in us may think this ap-
pears to be classic politics, I argue that 

even politics sometimes offers an opportu-
nity to engage people whom society sees 
as “not like us”, at the core of their val-
ues, their imagination and begin to offer 
possibilities for change, for transformation 
of self and of community by beginning to 
deal with some fundamental issues that ef-
fect the community from which we came 
and where will soon return.

In this unsettling historic moment, I suggest 
that much of the change in direction that 
is attributed to economic considerations is 
actually part of a bigger dynamic that has 
the potential to influence a profound cor-
rection of the assumptions and conditions 
that has created the crises in our commu-
nities. Numerous events in almost all of 
the areas are challenging the problematic 
elements of the old lock ‘em up and ware-
house them idea of societal revitalization 
and criminal justice as never before.

As a result, we all face an extraordinary 
opportunity to stimulate the restoration of 
our families, our communities, our country 
and with it our spirit, our souls. As this new 
dynamic beckons, it is not only the threat 
of an un-rehabilitated man or woman re-
turning to a weakened unprepared commu-
nity that propels us forward. Instead I be-
lieve that it is the inspiration and value of 
human life that has finally prevailed as we 
gaze in the mirror of history and we find 
ourselves facing the inescapable reality 

that the majority of incarcerated individ-
uals will be released, where together with 
other citizens they will inhabit the commu-
nity indivisible and imbued with the same 
responsibilities.

How we address the re-entry of these men 
and women to the community and the qual-
ity of that coexistence is no longer just one 
of the many issues. I submit that it is the 
context of everything. The great challenge 
before us is to build and nurture sustainable 
communities, social, cultural and physical 
environments in which we can satisfy our 
needs and aspirations without diminishing 
the chances of future generations.

The problems we face are simply too great 
to be met without our active engagement. 
Solutions require the ingenuity of those 
most affected, the creativity that emerges 
from diverse perspectives, and the commit-
ment that comes only when people know 
they have a real stake in an outcome. It 
takes an active citizenry to encourage pub-
lic decision making that is accountable and 
creative enough to address the root causes 
of today’s crises.

Here at CRCC (Coyote Ridge Correc-
tion Center) each year the administration 
provides African American incarcerated 
individuals with an opportunity to gather 
in the visiting room with family, friends, 
guests, entertainers and others at the Afri-
can American cultural event, where a “soul 

food” meal (greens, cornbread, chicken, 
etc.), music, speeches and other entertain-
ment is enjoyed. This year we have planned 
a conference to bring together families, reli-
gious, business and community leaders, ac-
tivists, Department of Corrections officials, 
and other state agency officials, legislators, 
groups and the public statewide to engage 
in constructive dialogue that endeavors to 
bridge the disconnect in an effort to finally 
solve the entrenched problems of crime, in-
carceration and recidivism and the long term 
corrosive effects it has on our community.

In the Black community, it has been my ex-
perience that people are transformed in the 
process of growing, gathering, preparing 
and offering food. Typically, everybody 
does it three times a day and if we can do it 
here in a way the teaches important values, 
it can be transformational. It can change 
you/us and it can change the community 
around us. 

The BPC conference is scheduled for 
June 23, 2018 from 11am – 4pm at the 
Coyote Ridge Correctional Center.

This message, in part, endeavors to elicit 
the participation of community members, 
elected officials and others. If you would 
like to participate, please contact bpceast@
yahoo.com as soon as possible.
Any comments or questions contact the Black 
Prisoner’s Cauus at: www.bpceast @gmail.com

THE BLACK 
PRISONERS CAUCUS

Coyote Ridge
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Bring Prayer 
Back
By Evelyn Anderton
In two landmark decisions in 1962 and 
1963, the U.S. Supreme Court ruled 
that state-school prayer stood in viola-
tion of the first amendment, because it 
represented establishment of religion. 
Bring prayer back!

For years it was commonplace for 
students to participate in many types 
of religious activities while at school. 
The problem arose when nonreligious 
students were compelled to participate 
in such activities and were not usual-
ly given any opportunity to opt out. 
While students do continue to pray 
in public schools, even in organized 
groups such as “See You at the Pole”, 
the lawsuit disallowed schools from 
including prayer as a compulsory ac-
tivity required of every student. Bring 
prayer back!

Many school districts and states have 
attempted to reestablish school-spon-
sored prayer in different forms since 
1962. The Court’s school prayer de-
cisions were, and still are, deeply 
unpopular with the public, many pol-
iticians and most religious organiza-
tions. Bring prayer back!

Eighty-nine percent of the U.S. pop-
ulation believes in God and some 60 
percent belong to a religious organi-

zation. In an opinion poll, 78 percent 
of Americans support the reintroduc-
tion of school prayer. Although public 
support is overwhelming for school 
prayer, in many schools today prayer 
is only allowed long as it is not offi-
cially sponsored by the school and it 
does not disrupt others. Bring prayer 
back!

Many people believe that one of the 
main reasons children are so disrup-
tive, and easily influenced today is be-
cause no prayer is allowed in schools. 
Bring prayer back!

I strongly believe that prayer in pub-
lic school is very important, however 
I don’t believe it is the place for re-
ligious faith building. The home is 
the most important place to start with 
prayer, teaching children morals, stan-
dards, and values. 

Yes, prayer was removed from the 
public school system 54 years ago but 
prayer was never removed from the 
home. Bring prayer back to the home!

THOUGHTS FROM A GRANDMOTHER

3 difficult stickers that won’t come off, 
I never thought that would be my cost, 
as if that significant emotional event was 
something so easily forgotten 
that even with meditation some people 
refuse to let their hate soften. 

I look at this situation in different regards. 

3 stickers that obscure my view, as if I am 
not the one who pays their dues. City code 
says 5 feet away, so anything past that 
means we’re allowed to feel a type of way. 

We have stickers of hate and ignorance 
placed on our driver side window. 
And then we get lectured about not 
respecting other people’s property.

3 stickers that talk about how The Driveway 
between you and the idiot On the other side 

kept someone’s ford truck from getting 
back into their own home. 
As if it was necessary for you,  
to place 3 old crappy stickers 
on someone else’s property. 

Be the person who lives in a 3 story house, 
with a metal fence, 
chicken wire enclosure, 
and two Security dogs 
to protect your home, 
and yet you feel the need to call the cops 
because you don’t feel safe. 

Why are your eyes filled with so much hate, 
I write what I feel, and speak what I think, 
I’m tired of living in a town filled with 
nothing but hate.

Three Stickers
By Afaria McKinney“Ain’t nobody worrying when the shots fly high and the sirens start to ring...

ain’t nobody worrying when the kids die young and the mothers are suffering....
ain’t nobody praying when they kneel down low 

all they’re doing is tying their shoe string...
cause ain’t nobody worrying no more no more no more” 

10 years 

Constantly running through my mind on full speed 
trying to pinpoint the moment my heart no longer seemed to exist within me. 

Why family no longer felt like home.

 Constantly at war with myself, 
trying to understand why love is not something 

I can’t seem to let myself accept or feel.

 Trying to block out the world from ever seeing or knowing me...... 
Afraid to get too close, yet afraid to be to far?...

why do we hurt ourselves like this? Why do we hurt the people around us?...
Nothing makes sense....I don’t make sense....words flowing from my lips, but no one 

can hear them. Trapped in the silence. 
Walking across shattered pieces of my broken heart until my feet bleed.

10 years

And I can still remember being that 12 year old girl 
listening to my mother in the other room as she cries 

pouring herself just one more drink of anything that will help numb her pain.  
As I pretend as if I am sleeping...

Not sure if I should comfort her because no one was ever there to comfort me, 
but I don’t blame her...

I can’t tell you what it feels like to lose a son,
but I can tell you what it feels like to lose a brother.......

stay strong....I’ve  gotten so good at pretending 

10 years 

Who would of thought that 17 year old boy 
raised in a world forced to grow up too fast. 

Young father figure to his six younger sibling...... 
4 bullets to the front and 5 bullets to the back.....

a block away from our house 
in his first & last car is where he took his last breath 

and 10 years later and I’m still waiting for someone to wake me up 
and tell me it was all a dream 

and that everything will be okay ...... will be okay?
It will be okay...

Because I’ve gotten so damn good at pretending.

10 Years
By Lynn’Marie White

FUNDRAISER FOR 
IMMIGRANTS

NEEDING LEGAL 
ASSISTANCE

A night of Latin Music and Dancing.

Saturday, April 14
7:30 p.m. 

Southside Community Center 
3151 E. 27th Ave

Spokane, WA 99223

Bands are 
Milonga Band and Mariachi

Arriba Jalisco.  

All revenues go directly to persons 
threatened with deportation.

For more information contact 
Doug Huigen at 509-951-8023.
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Spokane, Just Stop Bullying Rachel Dolezal

OUR VOICES
Why I Chose Not To Attend The “March For Our Lives”
By Chanice Lee 
(15 years old)
(Reprinted from themelanindiary.com) 
My Mom and I are in the car getting ready 
to drive to the pre-March For Our Lives 
meeting. The GPS says it’ll take 48 minutes 
to get from Fort Lauderdale to Parkland, so 
we leave an hour early to make it to the 6PM 
meeting. 
As soon as we pass the sign that says “Park-
land”, I notice a complete difference in the 
environment. The roads are nicely paved, 
people are out biking with their families, 
walking their dogs, and the million dollar 
houses are so beautiful that I couldn’t help 
but stare in awe. Parkland is nothing like my 
neighborhood even though they are only 40-
50 minutes away from each other. 

After 20 miles of driving, we make it to Pine 
Trails Park where the meeting is being held. 
As soon we get out of the car and walk into 
the park where everyone is gathered, we en-
ter the common area and are greeted by hun-
dreds of people in #MSDStrong and #Never-
Again shirts. I’m standing next to my Mom, 
observing, and I notice that 98% of the peo-
ple here are White. 

Whenever I enter a space, I automatically 
look for Black faces, so that’s what I start-
ed doing...only to find 5 of them out of 200+ 
people. During the meeting, we broke up into 
the different volunteer committee groups, and 
guess what? I’m the only Black person in the 
group. I listened to the group captains for a 
couple of minutes, and then I pulled aside 
from the group to tell my Mom that I’m ready 
to leave.

As we drive back home, I can’t help but pon-
der on my 1 hour experience at the meeting 
and I think of a Facebook post I saw a couple 
of weeks ago. Tifanny Burks, a community 
organizer for Black Lives Matter Alliance 
Broward, posted this heart-wrenching mes-
sage on Facebook:

“I’m sitting here soaking my feet and re-
flecting on my day. The conversation that 
spoke out to me to most was with a Black 
girl from Blanche Ely. We were walking 
about a half a mile away from the Broward 
County School Board Building in Down-

town Ft. Lauderdale. Her shoes were in 
her hand, she was barefoot and exhausted. 
I mean we all were. We were now 8.5 miles 
in and she was like, “You know what? I 
know for a fact if the shoe was on the oth-
er foot and the shooting happened at my 
school that they wouldn’t be walking for 
me. There wouldn’t be all this noise but you 
know what? I talked with God, my Mom 
and I’m doing this anyway because it’s the 
right thing to do, but in the bottom of my 
heart I know that they don’t care about us 
Black kids the same way.”

“I wanted to tell her she was wrong or 
that’s not true but I just sighed and said you 
are right. I wished I could give her some 
words of encouragement but all I could 
muster up was, ‘Hey we are about 15 min-
utes away…we are almost there, let’s keep 
walking..’

I am so proud of Blanche Ely and all the 
Black kids that walked out today despite 
knowing that burden that they shouldn’t 
even have to bear. This is why we say 
#BlackLivesMatter

Although I do not know the girl Tifanny was 
referring to in her Facebook post, all I know 
is that after my trip to Parkland, I felt just 
like her. I had every intention of going to the 
march until this night. 

My Mom starts a conversation with me while 
we’re in the car. She brings up the fact that 
we were in a predominantly White setting 
and she wanted to know how that made me 
feel. She says, “I can’t help but think if this 
were to happen at Dillard or Blanche Ely 
(predominantly Black High Schools in my 
neighborhood) if the Black kids would re-
ceive this type of support. This country does 
not care about Black children who have al-
ready been doing the work to create change 
in our communities for years.” I agreed with 
everything she said.

As a 15-year-old Black Teenager, I felt so 
conflicted when I was trying to decide if 
I should attend the march or not. I thought 
to myself: If the shooting happened in my 
low-income, Black neighborhood, would the 
residents of predominantly White, wealthy 
neighborhoods show up for Black Teens? 
Would they give us millions of dollars and 
invite us to be on national TV? Would they 
drive 20 miles like I did to get to Parkland 
for the pre-March For Our Lives Meeting to 
show up to a Black Lives Matter meeting? 
Probably not, unfortunately. 

That was enough for me to decide if I would 
go or not. Prior to the march, I spent weeks 
working with other students on the March 
For Our Lives Parkland volunteer committee 
to recruit High School Students around Bro-

ward to join the march and doing everything 
I could do to help. So although I decided not 
to go, I still did my part by helping organize 
the march.

What the Marjory Stoneman Douglas stu-
dents are doing is amazing and I can’t deny 
that at all! But, when I noticed the amount 
of global support they got for standing up for 
what they believe in, it felt like a slap in the 
face. Black youth in different cities all across 
America have been working extremely hard 
to eliminate gun violence and they were nev-
er supported in the ways that the Parkland 
students are supported. Black teens have 
been protesting against racism, police brutal-
ity, and unjust killings for years, but we were 
faced with racial slurs, negative media atten-
tion, and complete backlash. Who offered us 
millions of dollars, free taxis, and national 
platforms to share our stories on? Nobody. 
That makes me angry, and if you are not out-
raged too then you are not paying attention. 
How does society suddenly understand pro-
testing when it’s predominantly White chil-
dren protesting?

I’ll admit, I’m also a little annoyed to see 
people of the #NeverAgain movement us-
ing sayings created by the Black Lives Mat-
ter movement (i.e “Don’t Shoot” & “Am I 
Next?”). School shootings are a very serious 
topic, but co-opting phrases from Black-led 
movements when we young, Black activists 
do not receive half of the amount of support 
as the Parkland students is very frustrating. 

So, I’ll end this article with a tweet that sums 
up how I feel. Seun Babalola, a 2018 Young 
Futurist on The Root and Penn State Univer-
sity student, said it best:
Seun @seuntheactivist
Please do not ever feel intimidated to call out 
white privilege especially if you are a person 
of color in a predominantly white space. It is 
a very necessary thing to do in spaces such 
as those due to the fact that many of those 
people live in a bubble.
Chanice Lee is a 15-year-old lover of books, 
writing, and activism! She is the author of the 
book, “Young Revolutionary: A Teen’s Guide 
To Activism” and also is an aspiring Criminal 
Justice Lawyer. To read more of Chanice’s 
writing, visit her blog at  http://www.themela-
nindiary.com.

Letter to the Editor, Spokesman Review 
editor@spokesman-com
Yesterday, I hung art at the Downtown Pub-
lic Library for my February Show to raise 
money and get groceries donated for orga-
nizations, including Homeless Veterans, 
Meals on Wheels, St. Judes and House of 
Charity.
A few artists with good hearts also donated 
their work. 
This year, my good friend, Rachel Dolezal 
gave me four paintings. They sold immedi-
ately this morning and all that money will 
go directly to St. Judes. She was bringing 
four more paintings when I was told they 
did not want her paintings here-- “too much 
controversy.”
Rachel helped me out a few years ago when 
she was the NAACP President and without 
her help, I might still be homeless. 

People do the time for a crime and we are 
supposed to let them move on. Rachel did 
no crime and is still doing time three years 
later. 
She is a mom to three Black children and 
they suffer every single time she gets ha-
rassed or turned away from a job oppor-
tunity. Her life has been devoted to Black 
Culture and she has fought racism every 
day for African Americans- especially her 
children. 
Who the hell cares what color she is? She 
deserves a chance.
Anthony Stevenson
a.ka. Salik Seville 

*Editor’s Note: Salik originally sent this 
letter to the Spokesman Review. It was not 
printed. They wrote an article instead. I am 
printing Salik’s letter because his voice de-
serves to be heard.
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OUR VOICESWhy It Hurts When The 
World Loves Everyone But Us
By Janaya Khan
(Reprinted from theroot.com)
I’ve been processing seemingly contradictory emotions 
since the Parkland, Fla., school shooting. I am at once in 
awe of and humbled by this youth resistance movement 
and its solidarity efforts, and yet almost indescribably dev-
astated. This feeling of devastation goes beyond the trag-
ic and preventable loss of life; it is connected to the loss 
of humanity that happens when we as a society choose 
to support some of our children while ignoring or even 
maligning others.

Why was it so easy to support the Parkland youths while 
the youths in the Movement for Black Lives were repudi-
ated and disregarded?

I know that the defense for enthusiastically supporting the 
young people in Parkland while remaining immovable on 
Black Lives Matter (the media’s catchall term for all black 
organizers, regardless of actual affiliation) is that the latter 
supposedly had no actionable goals and no leadership.

And yet the documented wins made possible through 
BLM’s dedicated leadership, as well as the fearful hostility 
in the state’s response, tell a different tale.

For the past four years, I have been part of a movement 
that has matured into the Movement for Black Lives 
(M4BL), a collaboration of organizations that include 
groups like Black Lives Matter, Black Youth Project 100 
and the Dream Defenders. For years, these groups, largely 
led by young people, have been fighting for a better world.

Our work has influenced changes to policies and legisla-
tion that endangered American lives. We have demonstrat-
ed against police brutality, created a policy platform that 
covers everything from tax reform to education, fought for 
the dignity of Black people by pushing back against main-
stream-media narratives, and engaged in electoral-justice 
projects that have led to more Black people, and especially 
black women, running for office.

So much of this work began with the Dream Defenders, 
also started by students in Florida fighting gun violence. 
Dream Defenders fought the “Stand your ground” self-de-
fense law all the way to the state Capitol after it was used 
to defend the killer of 17-year-old Trayvon Martin. This 
fight is not a new one, but the Parkland students offer it a 
new face, one that was invited into the building instead of 
being forced to stage a 30-plus-day sit-in, as the Defenders 
did.

So this isn’t actually about whether or not the baseless as-
sumptions of “no goals or leadership” were true—clearly, 
they were not. It is about why so many people needed to 
believe it to be true in order to justify not supporting Black 
youths.

We are not facing the real issue of what this country has 
done in constructing assumptions about race so deeply 

held as to be scarcely acknowledged. We believe that the 
youths from Marjory Stoneman Douglas High School, 
largely white and white-presenting, are innocent and 
therefore worthy of our sympathy and protection, whereas 
Black youths and other Black people are never considered 
truly innocent. There is always this societal narrative when 
it comes to the killing or persecution of Black people that 
we somehow did something to deserve it.

The widely held belief that Black people “deserve it” is 
so pervasive that it doesn’t ever need to be said. It is em-
bodied in every person who suggests that Trayvon Mar-
tin shouldn’t have been wearing that hoodie; that Rekia 
Boyd shouldn’t have been outside her house; that Michael 
Brown shouldn’t have talked back; that Aiyana Stan-
ley-Jones shouldn’t have been sleeping in her bed; that 
Tamir Rice shouldn’t have been playing in the park; that 
Sandra Bland shouldn’t have been driving her car.

This hideously loaded conclusion is something that Black 
children become aware of as soon as the outside world 
becomes aware of them. We are taught that our lives have 
less value and that people can both fear us and not be fear-
ful of us, as we wield no real power of which to be afraid. 
We learn about our people and ourselves from anyone who 
does not look like us. We are not believed when we tell 
the truth. We are made to believe that we deserve poverty, 
food deserts and over-policed, treeless communities.

It is a terrible thing when people in a society accept that 
another group is beneath them; it is worse still to be those 
underfoot.

And it saddens me to say that this moment serves to re-
mind Black youths that the world cares less about them 
than it does other children. The rush of support for the 

Parkland youths from mainstream-media spots, to sizable 
financial contributions from celebrities, to high-powered 
activists helping to organize their march and amplify their 
work, is exactly what young people deserve—and it’s why 
the drastic difference in how Black Lives Matter was re-
ceived is all the more apparent.

M4BL made it possible for the Parkland resistance to ex-
ist as it does today. The Parkland students are interrupting 
politicians who refuse to speak to real issues. They are 
planning a march. They have multiple emerging faces of 
leadership. These are precisely the same tactics designed 
by the young people in M4BL when they were confronted 
with gun violence in their communities; the only differ-
ence of consequence is that the latter group is Black.

It is because of this reality that youths in M4BL had to do 
it alone, largely abandoned by society, and still managed 
to influence every societal level from culture to Congress. 
These young people were told repeatedly, from every side, 
that no one would assist them because of a “lack of lead-
ership.” If a dearth of leadership were actually the prob-
lem, wouldn’t efforts to build up Black leadership have 
appeared in the same ways that they are so readily avail-
able for Parkland youths now? Where were these efforts a 
few short years ago?

To be Black in this world is to know that what is acceptable 
in the actions of other people is unacceptable in you. The 
double standard in protest is no exception when tactics in-
formed by Black resistance, like disruption, are celebrated 
unless Black people are the ones doing the disrupting. Our 
attempts to wrest for ourselves the very basic dignities and 
rights that all human beings should enjoy results in our 
being hunted as “Black identity extremists.”

At the heart of the matter: There isn’t one Black person 
I know who isn’t supportive of the Parkland youths, and 
who isn’t also hurting from the constant reminder that we 
are undeserving of the same love and support.

As America tries once again to forge a new dream of itself, 
we cannot negate the reality that the very presence of those 
denied the dream only serves to destroy it. Black people 
cannot be treated as if the issues that impact us are ours 
alone when they are connected to the entire structuring of 
the Western world. If history has taught us anything, it is 
that no real progress is possible without the presence of 
Black people. True progress begins when we show up for 
Black youths who have the courage to fight for a world 
better than the one they inherited.
janaya khan is the co-founder of Black Lives Matter Canada and has 
become a leading voice in the global crusade demanding social trans-
formation, justice, and equality. Known as future within the BLM move-
ment, khan is a Black, queer, gender-nonconforming activist, staunch 
Afrofuturist, boxer, and social-justice educator. An accomplished lectur-
er and author, their writings have been featured in The Feminist Wire, 
The Root, Huffington Post Black Voices, and Al Jazeera. janaya current-
ly resides in Los Angeles as the organization director of Gender Justice 
LA. For more information visit: http://janayakhan.com.

My Skin is My Skin
By Shawn Fletcher 
(1998)
My skin is my skin
stopped, pushed, spit on, 
then forced into 
a hostile environment
is what happened to me 
on my job.
Then I was asked
what are you going to do 
about it
you black bastard?
I walked away in disbelief
Why is this happening?
(read the title)

Can you picture a pearl white 
1974 Caprice Classic
that has a burgundy cloth 
roof top with a matching 
continental kit on the bumper?
Can you see the 
14 inch gold wire wheels 
that the car sits on?
Now imagine 
two swivel captain chairs 
for the front seats.

As for the back seat, 
a sectional couch.
All wrapped in burgundy and 
white crushed velvet.

Can you see it? 
This is my car.

As I drive, 
my eyes happen to glance 
in the rear view mirror 
and I notice 
blue and red lights 
flashing
Not again, I said to myself
this would be the 46th time 
I have been pulled over.

Let me see your identification.
The usual rude request.
Do you have a job?

Where did you get the money 
to buy this car?
No, I do not sell drugs.
No the car is not stolen.
I reply.

Harassment....
Crying, hoping, 
dreaming and sharing

Equal I thought.
But that’s not the case.
Spit on, harassed 
and then in the face.

I have been victimized 
by a stereotype,

by people who choose 
to practice this insensi-
tive, ignorant, 
disrespectful, 
learned behavior 
that has been passed 
down from generation 
to generation.

But through the grace 
of God, I have learned 
to forgive those 
over and over again
no matter what

My skin is my skin.
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EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITIES
Career OpportunitiesCareer Opportunities

Long established manufacturing 
company is seeking energetic 
and hard-working individuals 
for management, sales, office, 
machine operators and laborer 
positions. To view all of our 
current openings, please visit 
our website  
www.SCAFCO.com and/or 
CWallA, our authorized 
distribuitor of SCAFCO 
products www.CWallA.com to 
fill out an application. 

You can also send your resume 
to SCAFCO at 2800 E Main Ave 
Spokane, WA 99202.

Benefits Package Includes: 

Medical, Dental, Vision 
Insurance, Vacation, 
Excellent 401(K) and 
Profit Sharing.

To advertise your employment opportunities in the Black 
Lens call 509-795-1964 or e-mail sandy@blacklensnews.com

 

COMMUNICATIONS  
INTERNSHIP

HELP SPOKANE ARTS ELEVATE THE ARTS IN SPOKANE! 
• Nine hours/wk with modest stipend, more info at spokanearts.org 
• You will need excellent verbal and written communication, basic   
   knowledge of local arts organizations, design experience helpful.
• APPLY! Please send a cover letter and résumé to  
   artshelper@spokanearts.org by Wednesday, April 11th.

Empire Health Foundation (EHF) will open the 2018 
Responsive and Rural Aging Grant cycles on April 2rd - 
April 27th. The grant programs serve EHF’s seven-county 
region of Adams, Ferry, Lincoln, Pend Oreille, Stevens, 
Spokane and Whitman Counties, including the Kalispel 
Tribe of Indians, Spokane Tribe of Indians and the 
Confederated Tribes of the Colville Reservation. 

The Responsive program is designed to address one-time, 
urgent needs, while the Rural Aging program focuses on 
one-time projects designed to help adults 50 years or older 
in rural communities live full, meaningful lives with 
independence and dignity. Non-profits, churches or 
government agencies may apply for funds up to $15,000. 

A proposer’s conference is coming up on April 3rd at 10:30 AM. 

Contact Christina Kamkosi, christina@empirehealthfoun-
dation.org or visit www. empirehealthfoundation. org
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APRIL EVENTS
APRIL 3
POWER 2 THE POETRY: 
POETRY WORKSHOP
A workshop in writing and performing 
powerful poetry led by the poets of Power 
2 the Poetry. Register online for $10 at 
http://spark-central.org/workshops. 
7pm - 9pm
Spark Central
1214 W. Summit Parkway, Spokane 
For more information call 509-279-0299 
or visit spark-central.org.

APRIL 5
DIVERSE VOICES WRITING 
GROUP
ADULTS & TEENS // A writing group 
for all experience levels that supports and 
elevates diverse voices. 
5:30pm - 6:45pm
Spark Central
1214 W. Summit Parkway, Spokane 
For more information call 509-279-0299 
or visit spark-central.org.

APRIL 12
JUSTICE NIGHT
Justice Night is a walk-in legal clinic, no 
appointment necessary.  Free legal infor-
mation in the following areas: Family law, 
Consumer Protection, Housing, LFO/ex-
pungement, Police & Govt Accountability.
5:30-7:00pm
Community Building Lobby
35 W. Main Street, Spokane 
Questions? Center for Justice: 509-835-5211

APRIL 14
MARCH FOR SCIENCE
To preserve America’s long heritage as 
a nation of curiosity and innovation, 
Spokane’s citizens and scientists will join 
others across the globe. We unite as a 
diverse, nonpartisan group. 
Rally-12:30 pm March- 1:00pm
Clocktower Meadow
Riverfront Park, downtown Spokane
For more information visit: http://www.
marchforsciencespokane.com

APRIL 18
FUSE DIVERSITY BOOK CLUB 
April’s selection is Heart Berries 
by Terese Marie Mailhot
6:00pm -8:00pm
Spokane Public Library (Downtown)
Level-up Classroom
906 W. Main Street, Spokane 
Free, inclusive, welcoming, open to the public. 
For more information contact Erin Pring-
le-Toungate at EJToungate@gmail.com. 

APRIL 17
*Please Note Date Change*
NAACP MONTHLY MEETING
Join the NAACP for our monthly 
general membership meeting 
7:00pm 
Community Building Lobby
35 W. Main Street, Spokane 
For more information contact the NAACP at 
509-209-2425 (ext 1141) or visit http://spo-
kaneNAACP.com

APRIL 21
22ND ANNUAL AFRICAN 
AMERICAN GRADUATION
You are invited to the 22nd Annual 
African American Graduation. Honoring 
African American graduates from K-12 
schools, colleges and universities in Spo-
kane and surrounding areas. 
1PM
Whitworth University
Hixson Union Building
300 W Hawthorne Rd, Spokane 99251
For information contact aagradspokane@
gmail.com.

APRIL 26
JUSTICE NIGHT
Justice Night is a walk-in legal clinic, no 
appointment necessary.  Free legal infor-
mation in the following areas: Family law, 
Consumer Protection, Housing, LFOs, Po-
lice and Government Accountability, etc.
5:30-7:00pm
YMCA North
10727 N. Newport Highway, Spokane
Questions? Center for Justice: 509-835-5211

Send information about upcoming community events to sandy@blacklensnews.com or call 509-795-1964.

Join the ACLU of Washington and guests 
for a panel discussion on immigrant 
rights, immigration enforcement, 
and police practices. We’ll discuss 
how federal immigration policies and 
practices and are effecting Spokane 
and ways to keep our communities 
safe. All are welcome, beverages and 
light snacks will be provided. 

RSVP online at aclu-wa.org/events

FLIGHTS & RIGHTS 
SPOKANE

NO COST
WEDNESDAY / APRIL 18 / 6PM
THE MCGINNITY ROOM
116 W PACIFIC AVE #100, SPOKANE

Veggie Connection After Party - 5/6/18 - House of Soul, 120 N. Wall Street, Spokane, WA
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Saturday, April 21, 2018  ❖ 1:00pm
Hixson Union Building, Whitworth University — Spokane, Washington

— Reception will follow the ceremony — 

African American
 Graduation Celebration

22nd Annual

Sankofa Bird It is no taboo to return 
to fetch something which has been forgotten.

Honoring African American graduates from K-12 schools, colleges and universities from Spokane and surrounding areas.

RECOGNIZING
Richard B. Williams Scholarship Recipients

AFRICAN AMERICAN GRADUATION CELEBRATION COMMITTEE

Young, Gifted and Black

A Cultural Salute for Outstanding Academic Achievement

FOR INFORMATION: aagradspokane@gmail.com
Tickets for family and friends are limited to a maximum of 5 tickets per graduate due to budget and facility capacity. Please plan accodingly.


