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Article: New Plan Would Make Arresting Homeless Campers Easier

Classroom Discussion Questions College Level

Ethics and Urban Policy: The article explores how cities handle encampments in public spaces. How
should policymakers balance public safety, sanitation, and property rights with the basic human right to
shelter? Where should that ethical line be drawn?

Systemic Causes and Structural Solutions: Homelessness often stems from intersecting issues such as
mental health, substance use, unemployment, and rising housing costs. Which systemic reforms—policy,
economic, or social—would be most effective in addressing homelessness long-term, and why?

Civic Responsibility and Social Perception: Public attitudes often influence how homelessness is
addressed. How do media portrayals, political narratives, and public opinion shape the treatment of
unhoused individuals—and what role can civic engagement or advocacy play in changing those
perceptions?

Classroom Discussion Questions Grades 9-12

Public Space and Human Need: The article discusses how cities manage homeless encampments in
public areas. Do you think removing camps helps or harms the people living in them? What alternatives
could better balance public safety and compassion?

Root Causes of Homelessness: The piece highlights the complexity of homelessness, including job loss,
mental health, and housing costs. Which causes do you think communities should focus on first, and
why?

Community Responsibility: The author raises questions about how residents and local governments
respond to homelessness. What responsibilities do we have—as individuals and as a society—to ensure
everyone has a safe place to live?


https://media.spokesman.com/documents/2025/10/Nie_Homeless_Campers.pdf

Classroom Discussion Questions Grades 6-8

Finding Fair Solutions: The article talks about people who live in camps because they don’t have homes.
Do you think moving these camps helps the people living there, or makes things harder for them? Why?

Why People Become Homeless: There are many reasons someone might not have a home—like losing a
job or not being able to afford rent. What do you think is the most important problem to fix first?

Helping as a Community: How can cities and people in the community work together to help everyone
have a safe place to live?

Classroom Discussion Questions Grades 1-5

Everyone Needs a Home: Some people don’t have a house to live in. Why is having a safe place to live
important?

Helping Others: What are some kind things we can do to help people who don’t have homes?

Working Together: How can our community work together to make sure everyone has a place to stay?



