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Article: Guest Farm Workers Face Wage Cut Under New Rules

Classroom Discussion Questions College Level

Visibility and Value of Labor: The article underscores the essential yet often invisible role of farm
workers in sustaining the food system. How does society’s disconnection from agricultural labor reflect
broader issues of class, privilege, and consumption?

Ethics and Accountability: Given the persistent issues of low wages, unsafe conditions, and limited rights
in farm labor, what ethical obligations do consumers, corporations, and governments have in addressing
systemic exploitation within the agricultural industry?

Immigration, Policy, and Power: Much of America’s agricultural workforce consists of immigrant
laborers. How do current immigration and labor policies shape the economic vulnerability of these
workers, and what policy reforms could create a more equitable and sustainable agricultural labor
system?

Classroom Discussion Questions Grades 9-12

Essential Labor and Recognition: The article highlights the hard work and challenges faced by farm
workers. Why do you think this kind of essential labor often goes unnoticed or underappreciated, even
though it plays a vital role in our food system?

Working Conditions and Fairness: Many farm workers face difficult conditions for low pay. What
responsibilities do consumers, companies, or governments have to ensure fair treatment and safe
working environments for them?

Immigration and Opportunity: The piece touches on the connection between immigration and
agricultural labor. How do immigration policies affect the lives and opportunities of farm workers, and
what changes—if any—do you think could improve their circumstances?


https://media.spokesman.com/documents/2025/10/NIE_Farm_Workers.pdf

Classroom Discussion Questions Grades 6-8

Important Work: Farm workers help grow and pick the food we eat every day. Why do you think their
jobs are so important but not always recognized or appreciated?

Fair Treatment: Some farm workers work long hours in tough conditions. What do you think would make
their jobs safer and fairer?

People and Opportunity: Many farm workers come from other countries to find jobs. How can we make
sure everyone who helps feed our communities is treated with respect and given good opportunities?

Classroom Discussion Questions Grades 1-5

Growing Our Food: Farm workers help plant and pick the food we eat. Why is their work important?

Fairness and Kindness: Farm work can be very hard. How can we make sure the people who grow our
food are treated kindly and fairly?

Helping Hands: What are some ways we can thank or show appreciation for the people who help make
our food?



