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COWLES FAMILY TRANSFERS
OWNERSHIP OF NEWSPAPER
TO YOU, THE COMMUNITY

Cowles to give S-R assets, $2 million donation after community match. ¢ Nonprofit Comma has
been on Gonzaga’s campus for past year, where Northwest Passages, Black Lens also reside

By Elena Perry
THE SPOKESMAN-REVIEW

The Cowles family intends
to donate The Spokesman-Re-
view to a recently formed Spo-
kane-based community non-

profit organization that plans to
continue publishing the newspa-
per amid the changes and chal-
lenges roiling legacy media.

The plan calls for Publisher
Stacey Cowles and his family’s
Cowles Co. to transfer owner-

ship of the newspaper and award
a $2 million matching grant to
the nonprofit, called the Com-
ma Community Journalism Lab,
which was founded by current
Spokesman-Review  Executive
Editor Rob Curley.

HISTORIC TIMES

“It’s been a great venture for
132 years, but if you had the
chance to extend its viability,
as people know and love it, why
would you not do that?” Cowles
said. He is among the fourth gen-
eration of the Cowles family to

publish the city’s daily paper.
Cowles will stay involved with
the newspaper as a member of
Comma’s board of directors. Cur-
ley also will serve on the board

See COMMA, 7

The Spokesman-Review will enter a new era following Comma’s expected acquisition of the nearly 142-year-old paper, which got its start
in the 19th century with the Spokane Falls Review on May 19, 1883, and has been keeping the public informed ever since.
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Publishers react to S-R’s
nonprofit course, with
side of beer, at conference

By Elena Perry
THE SPOKESMAN-REVIEW

ORLANDO, Fla. - Newspaper
executives took some of the first
sips of an exclusive beer brewed
by No-Li Brewhouse in partner-
ship with The Spokesman-Re-
view, an early case served at the
News Industry Mega-Confer-
ence on Tuesday.

Attendees drank the hazy
IPA, named 1AB after the First

Amendment, as they listened
to a behind-the-curtain look at
Northwest Passages book club
events from Spokesman-Review
Executive Editor Rob Curley. For
the past six years, the live inter-
views have served as a vehicle
to bring Spokanites together in
consideration and conversation
while also giving them a tangi-
ble relationship with their local

See CONFERENCE, 8
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After a
presentation
announcing the
launch of nonprofit
Comma, Rob
Curley, editor of
The Spokesman-
Review, left, has

a conversation
with Dean Ridings,
CEO of America’s
Newspapers,
center, and Stacey
Cowles, publisher
of The Spokesman-
Review, on
Tuesday at the
News Industry
Mega-Conference
in Orlando, Fla.
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What is Comma?

founded by Rob Curley,
the executive editor of
The Spokesman Review.

intends to share
its insights and
experiences

foster community-
centered journalism
and storytelling
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Parents won’t know who
will be armed at St. Maries

By James Hanlon
THE SPOKESMAN-REVIEW

ST. MARIES - Parents won’t
be notified if their child’s teacher
is carrying a gun in the classroom
next year in eastern Benewah
County.

“They can assume that every-
body is armed,” Seth Stoke, chair-
man of the St. Maries School
Board said in an interview Mon-
day night after the board voted
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4-0 to finalize a policy that will
allow permitted staff to carry
concealed firearms inside the
district’s public schools.

The board developed the pol-
icy during the last school year
in response to decades of school
shootings across the nation,
Stoke said.

Parents also won’t be allowed
to appeal if they have specific

See ST. MARIES, 8
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PERMIT-TO-PURCHASE BILL
CLEARS STATE SENATE

By Mitchell Roland
THE SPOKESMAN-REVIEW

OLYMPIA - Legislation re-
quiring residents to obtain a per-
mit before purchasing a firearm
has cleared another hurdle after
the Washington Senate backed
the proposal Monday in a par-
ty-line vote.

A version of the bill previous-
ly cleared the House of Repre-
sentatives, but the proposal will
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return to the House after the
Senate adopted amendments.
The updated bill must clear the
House chamber before heading
to Gov. Bob Ferguson’s desk.
“This is not about us versus
them, this is about safety,” Sen.
Manka Dhingra, D-Redmond,
said Monday. “It’s about ensur-
ing that our children are not ac-
cidentally shot, which has been

See PERMIT, 8
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