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COI’IV!CtGd robbar and rapist Jullus Gillespie says many only ways of venting frustrations. “And not too many black folks commit
blacks are in prison because committing suicide or violent crime are the suicide because they figure they'd rather kill someone else.”

Does the system discriminate?

Proportion of black population incarcerated in Washington

By KEN SANDS

L TL Ry

Washington imprisons more blacks
per capita than any state in the nation
recent studies show

Blacks in Washington are 10 tmes
more likely Lo be in priscn than whiles,
and 1,218 of the state’s 108000 blacks
were in prison &t Uwe end of 1983, prison
records indicate

These shocking figures seemn 1o sug
gost widespread racism in the states
criminal justice system

However some sociologists believe
blacks and other minorities are more of-
ten imprisorned in ' Washington and olber
sales suse Lhey are more olten in-
volved in serious cTime

I that's true, soriologists say, the
larger problem s Lhal minorilies are
more prone 10 COMMi Crimes such aa
robbery. rape and murder bicause many
are undereducated unemploved and
low - incorme

Experts reler 1o this problem s dis-
crimination in jobs and educational op-

portunities

Ask convicted murderer Eddie Todd
what the problemn i, and be'll tell you be
had 1o steal to eat when growing up in 2

I:llc‘:‘,hno in Seattle
T said he became involved in
crime at an early age so be could get
caught and get three meals a day in a
stitution At age 20 be was on
th How at the stale penitentiary
In arder to solve Lhis disturbing prob-
leen. public officials realise they first
musL pinpaint the cause
Sen George Fleming D-Seaille. Lhe
only blsck in the Senate. axid Last work
thal be's prepared & Senate resolution
that calls for an extensive, state-fi-
nanced study of minorites i the justice
yslem
We've got a from one end ol
the criminal jusiice systemn to the other
and it's & majr problem = Fleming
Senate Majority Caecus chairman sad

“All you have to do is look a1 the num-
bers to know (Us serious just like
whet you got hit by a Mack treck, you
know it's seriouws

The study would galber racial statis
tics from arrests all the way !hmgh

to determine how much of the
disparity can be atiributed to the justice
%

‘We've got 1o pinpoint the problem
and that's pot easy At least a study
would give us some amwers 8o we could
then go off and do somethung aboul il.”

said
The controversy waa (irst ralsed last
r when (he Washington Cowncil on

me and Delinguency (WOCT) rrguﬂ
od that Washington has the nalion's lrlh
ool imcarceration rate of blacks fol
lowed in order by Oregon. Nevada [owa
and Arisona

WOCCD Darector Larry Febr said na
tonal ressarch generally {inds that mi
BOTILeS Afe

@ More likely to be arresied and Lo be

is nation’s highest

the victims of police brutality

® Less likely to have an atlorney im-
mediately

@ More likely to have appointed
rather than retained counsel

@ Less likely to make ball

® More likely to be convicted

@ Less likely 10 be placed on proba-

tion

® Less likely to be paroled

At any given Ume, 1.1% percent of
Washington's blacks are in prison, 1080
cemsus and 1982 prison records show
Tha rate for Native Americans is 185
percent, the rate for Hispanies |a 231
percent and the rate for whites i 114

petrent

The WCCD report sald, however, that
there's really no detailed, objective re
ssarch — especially on the state and lo-
cal level — 1o explain the disparity

Why ahould this state. ol all the
alates. have Use highesi rate™ Fehr
ashed It bewllders me why this most

[Continwed ob page 1)




The system

livable state has that reputation

The answer may lie outside of the criminal
Justice system. Demographics suggest one par-
el answer

Both Washington amd Oregon are  distin-
guished by the high proportion of single minonity
males and the relatively small black lations
(25 percent of the mtnlrrl:lpu]atm in Washing-
tan) that are concentrated in urban areas.

ehr noled the states with those {eatures typi-

cally had the highest incarceration rates

(rpe nationwide study concluded that as much
as B0 percent of the disparity may be due to
minorities’ overinvolvement in serious crimes,
which more often lead to prison sentences

Nnuonw:de research indicates that blacks.
more often than whites. are involved in
crimes against persons and crimes where weap-
onig are used. Likewlse, blacks are more likely to
b Involved in narcotics crifmes and are more
likely to have a prior record.

Alfred Blumstein, a professor of urban and

blic affairs at Camegie-Mellon University in

ittsburgh, found that the proportion of blacks
commitiing crimes such 88 robbery, rape and
murder |s simllar to the proportion of blacks in
prisan for those crimes

“The dominamt issue 8 differential invelve-
ment In erime, but the question is "Why?
Blurnsteln said in a recent phone interview

Blumstein guesses minorities may be more

rone to crime because they are more likely to
cconomically and soclally disadvantaged

For instance, the Washington Employment Se-
curity Department estimaies that in 1083 non-
whites wlﬁ have double the unemployment rate
of whites,

The 1980 census also shows that the average
household incomve of blacks, Native Americans
and Hispanics is 25 perceni less than the aver-
age for whites.

In addition, certain social conditions are sta-
tistically linked to a life of crime, Criminal be-
havior I8 more likely Lo occar when:

L] Umnr!uj,'mem and financial difficulties
are presen

@ Other Tamily members are criminal, delin-
quent or alcobolic,

® The home has been broken by divoroe, death
ar desertilon

@ Parental control s lacking

® There (s neglect, dominance or favoritism
within the family,

® The home atmosphers is somehow aboor-
mal or unconventional,

That oftender profile fits Todd. 36, who has
been In the state penitentiary at 'Walla Walla
slnece 1987 He was released from death row al-
ter state death penalty law was declared uncon-
stitutional and 18 now eligible for parole April 3,
1004,

“The crlmlnai‘]muw system has llﬂ‘-lg"l had a
hand In my lile since the age of 4 when they took
my mom to jail and took me (o a foster home.”
Todd aaid in a recent interview st the prison

Todd sald he had no money, no family other
than his mother, and was happy to go to the ju-
venlle Lnstitation, where he got three meals &
day and a place to sleop

Al m & Todd ran away (rom the instituthon
and stole a car. A year later he was prosecuted
in adult court, and sent (o Monroe Relormatory
His mother died in his third month at Monroe,
and he sald e was not allowed to go to her fu-
noral

Back on the streets ol age 20, Todd killed &
man, Ho's boen in prison ever since

"We all are conditioned to get money to re-
lieve paverty conditions,” Todd sald, explaining
why he pursaed & life of crime,

“Bome of us have opportunities to rise above,
same of us don't, hing 1 learned in school
wasn't thire for me, | couldn't flt a job, so 1
revarted to something else.” he said.

Hubﬂﬂ Locke, dean of the University of
Washington's Graduate School of Public
Affairs, nald he disagress with the notion that
blacks are criminally prone due 1o thelr social
and economic environment.

"If I had any clues as (0 why this was happen-
ing, 1 would suggest we do something abouat it
But all we know s that when you take head
eounts, the inearceration rates for bincks is 12 to
14 times higher than for whites," Locke sald.

"You can say blacks are 12 Umes as eriminal-
Iy prone, but If you believe that you belleve in

o footh fairy "

Convicted robber and rapist Jullus Gillesple,
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30, wasn't socially or economically handicapped
d his childhood in North Carolina

Gillespie, who s black, came from a stable
family and never had any problems until he got
his girlfriend pregnant ot age 17 and poined the
Arm

While in the Army and stationed at Fort Lew-
is, near Tacoma, he said be became unwittingly
inwelved in drugs with his brother-in-law

He said he was char with transporting a
stolen car and drug trallicking in 1974, and the
authorities took 2% maonths Lo trassport him to
the East Coast on those charges.

Gillesple sald during that trip he was raped by
B n'-rn“&te one night in s Midwest jail

When he was linally released, be zald be was
“vary hostile at all white folks ™

He said the two rapes and Lhe robbery he com
mitted in 1976 grew owl of his di for the
law and his growing frustration. He s not eligi.
ble for parcie from Walla Walla ustil Jan 11
1997

“When you're growing ap in a black commauni-
ty, all you have to vent your frustralions on i a
basketball,” Gillespie said

“Everyone needs 10 went Ltheir frustrationa 1f
you don't, you either commit suickde or commit
violent crime.” he said. “And ot 100 many black
folks commit suicide because they figure they'd
rather klll somebody else

Unit supervisor Larry Sutton, fhe highest-
ranking black #talf member at the prison, waid
black inmates — like all other inmales — are in
prison because they deserve Lo be Lhere

“They have had some opporiunities, some-
where along the line, and instead they chose 1o
comimil beinous crimes,” Seiton said

“"We're always going v have some prejodice
and some discriminai but ithat's » parl of
life. A person can only decide for himsell if he
wants to stay out of prisea”

However, that is & cholce for a poor,
unemployed, undereducated black, sald Artbur
Barnes, who was convicted of assaull and awaits
a Feb 17, 1084 parole date frogn Walla Walla

*1 don't try o rationalize Y responsibility
for being in prison,” Barnes said

“"But recism permeates out of seciety, Blacks
in America are denled the educational opporte
nity where an elevaied amount of morality
could be developed,™ Barnes sald “Economic
deprivation is a major factor as well It's kind of
difficult to draw where i1 begins '

nother problem is that minorities receive
unoqual treatment from the law, which
teaches them to disrespect the Law, Barnes said
“In my neighborbood we ran whenever we
saw the cops come Instead of learning how (o
re:rcl the law, we learnsd how lo break into
parking meters and steal cars,” Barnes sald
“It appears (o me the problemms are general
problems ol racism ihat have been in exisience
since the beginning of history,” he said
Barnes, Glllespie and Todd agreed there are

Tea® prats by STEVE THORIPSOM

FDI’II]EI’ Death Row inmate Eddie Todd says he got involved in crime at an
early age so he could get caught and get three meals a day in a juvenile institution

mo easy soluliony

Bet le solutions can be addressed, specific
cayses mast be identified

Locke agrees with Fleming and Fehr that an
exhawtive study is needed

Some experts believe the sentencing guide-
lines recenily passed by the siate ture
may provide some of the answers _

guidelines would limit the sentencing dis- |
cretion of judges. making the sentence fit the |
crime rather than the criminal

‘Al least it will be fair. It will remove any
uninientional imstituthonal bias against minors-
tes,” mald King County Prosscutor MNorm
Maleng [

However, even under the guidelines, which
take effect on July 1, 1984, judges will be able to
give leser or greater sentences (n extreme cas-
-

And a sindy of the juvenile system — which
has had similar delines since 1978 — shown
ihat when the g8 g0 outside the guidelines,
blacks and minorities are sentenced o the insti-
tution more often and for loager periods of time

But, f nothing else. the sentencing guidelines
will provide a good statistical base for research.
Malen said

Wl:thuut that research. the situation may
never improve, sald Jim Short. a Wash-
ington State Universily sociologist

‘In the loag run, it's & very dangerous situa-
tion The violence in the prisons spills out into
society,” Short sad

He said he believes the ractally linked
lema of low income. ubdemployment a
dereducation are o blame

“There is good evidence nationally that the
mm-ﬂnmumnﬂlhuwmuml

U

Increasing but s solidifying. ~ Short said
i that we're lorming an underclass
el e vetad o vety e
into virtually permagent poverty wi t
any bope of getling oul, "~ he said
ob training for minorities and ex-cons would
help, Short sald. “We need to Iry 10 work these
into the mainsiream. We don'l do & very
good job of that in this state.”
Bul in the final analysis, Short said be baliaves
education iy the key
“We need 10 start with the young getting
themn betler educated 30 they will be able
face the problems they will encounter,’ he said
“The best delinguency am in the world
starts with sducation and keeping the family to-
geiber,” Short said
Todd, Gilleaple and Rarnea all agreed that the
prevention mest start with the
“1 go owt to the visiting room see same of
the kids who don't have any money, and some-
times | buy them candy »o they don't feel left
oul.” Todd sakd
“We all are reaponaible for the children,” be
said “And we have Lo stop turning cur backs on
the pecple who are disadvantaged =



