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NCAA TOURNAMENT: SYRACUSE 87, GONZAGA 65

BUFFALO, N.Y. – New York was no
kinder to Gonzaga in the NCAA
tournament than it was in the regular
season. Same goes for Gonzaga’s ongoing
struggle against No. 1 seeds.

The Bulldogs made two trips to the
Empire State this season and got
bludgeoned both times. No. 1-seeded
Syracuse ended No. 8 Gonzaga’s season
with a decisive 87-65 victory Sunday in
the second round of the NCAA
tournament in front of 18,934 at HSBC
Arena. Coupled with Duke’s 76-41 rout of
GU in New York City in December, the
two losses were the Zags’ most lopsided
of the season.

Gonzaga (27-7) dropped to 0-5 against
No. 1 seeds. Much like last year’s loss to
eventual national champion North
Carolina, Gonzaga was powerless to stop
a prolific offense.

It wasn’t Syracuse’s vaunted zone
defense or the partisan Orange crowd
that did in the Bulldogs. It was the fact
that Syracuse made shot after shot and
Gonzaga, despite a decent amount of
open looks, watched perimeter shot after
perimeter shot bounce off the rim.

Syracuse made 12 of 25 3-pointers. The
Orange, who came into the game No. 1
nationally in field-goal percentage (51.7),
drained 54.7 of their shots, the highest
percentage against the Zags this season.
Only one of GU’s last 18 opponents had
reached 50 percent.

“When they’re going like that, they’re
better than anybody in the country,”
Gonzaga coach Mark Few said. “They’re
still going to have to make shots to win
this thing. If they shoot it like they did
today, nobody will beat them.”

Meanwhile, Gonzaga’s Matt Bouldin
and Steven Gray were a combined 6 of 24
from the field. Add in third guard
Demetri Goodson and that figure
dropped to 6 of 29. Gray was 3 of 9 on
3-pointers; the rest of the Bulldogs 0 of
12. 

Syracuse (30-4) will face No. 5 Butler
in the West Regional semifinal Thursday
in Salt Lake City.

“I told Mark this is as well as we
played all year,” Syracuse coach Jim
Boeheim said. 

The way this one started out, it
appeared a shootout was brewing.
Gonzaga scored on its first three
possessions, all three baskets on assists
by Bouldin. Syracuse warmed up and led
22-21 with 10:10 left after GU’s Elias
Harris, who had a huge game with 24
points, connected from 13 feet.

But Gonzaga didn’t score again until a
Harris layup four-plus minutes later,
which ended a 9-0 Syracuse run. The
Bulldogs clawed back within 32-28, but
the Orange rattled off the next 11 points
as Andy Rautins and Brandon Triche
each scored four points and smooth
junior forward Wes Johnson buried a
3-pointer. The Orange led 47-32 at
intermission.

“That was the game, that last 4
minutes,” Few said.

If it wasn’t out of reach at half, Rautins
made the deficit insurmountable by

scoring 11 of his 24 points in a
two-minute flurry as Syracuse extended
its lead to 58-34. The Orange led by as
many as 32. Gonzaga needed a late rush
to avoid its largest NCAA loss (Maryland
87-63 in 1995). 

“It’s disappointing to get knocked out
of the tournament so early,” Harris said.
“We couldn’t show everybody how we
can really play or how much potential we
have.”

Harris did, and he had company in
sophomore center Robert Sacre. Harris
had 24 points and eight rebounds and
Sacre added 17 points and eight boards,
but the Bulldogs had few other sources
for points. Bouldin didn’t break into the
scoring column until hitting a midrange
jumper four minutes into the second half. 

“I thought we attacked the zone pretty
well,” said Bouldin, who was 0 of 6 on 3s.
“We just weren’t knocking down shots.

And the thing about them, you miss a few
and they’re going to make a run. Steven
and I didn’t shoot nearly as well as we
have all year.”

Gonzaga took pretty good care of the
ball (11 turnovers) and had a chance to
stretch a modest lead early, but Syracuse
cashed in on four offensive rebounds in
the first half with nine second-chance
points.

From there, the Orange put on a
shooting clinic. Johnson hit four 3s and
scored a team-high 31 points to go with 14
rebounds. He played all 40 minutes.
Rautins had five 3s and 24 points. Triche
had all 13 of his points in the first half and
Scoop Jardine had seven of his nine in
the opening 20 minutes.

“Once they got started with a couple of
easy ones, it just got them going,” Gray
said. “And it didn’t seem like they really
missed.”

Orange crush
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Gonzaga’s Steven Gray has the ball knocked away from him by Syracuse’s Wes Johnson during their second-round game in Buffalo, N.Y. 

Hot-shooting Syracuse ends Gonzaga’s season

Gonzaga’s
Matt Bouldin
(15) and
Steven Gray
(32) try to
prevent
Syracuse’s
Brandon
Triche from
getting to the
basket during
first-half
action Sunday. 

By Jim Meehan
jimm@spokesman.com; (208) 765-7131

BUFFALO, N.Y. – Mark Few stood off to
the side of a hallway at HSBC Arena.
The walls were drab, the air stale.

The Gonzaga head basketball coach had
already said goodbye to Syracuse coach Jim
Boeheim and his wife, Juli. He had
complimented Andy Rautins on his 24-point
effort and Wes Johnson on his career-best
31-point game.

Now he was asked to reflect. He did.
He talked about the game just past, the

87-65 whacking his Gonzaga Bulldogs had

suffered at the hands of top-seeded Syracuse in
what was basically a home game for the
Orange.

He talked about the season just past, and
how the near-record NCAA defeat shouldn’t
color it.

But he left the talk about the Bulldogs’
future to others.

“I don’t really start now,” he said. “I need
some time off.”

He’s earned it. 
It was a long journey for Few and the Zags. 

Six months of molding a team from a group
that included six newcomers, a few returning
players not counted on in the past and two
veterans. From those ingredients, Few and his
staff cooked a 27-win soufflé.

“More than any team than I’ve ever been
associated with, from Day 1 to now,” Few said
of the Zags’ growth. “We had a lot of questions
we needed answers for in October. To these
guys credit, they stepped up and solved them.”

But there would be no solving the Orange’s
riddle Sunday. Other than to say they were the
better team.

“When we play like that, when we shoot the 

Loss doesn’t define season for Few

See GRIPPI, B13

VINCE
GRIPPI

1VI9JBJ
5DI99PF
GPI9H03
GPI9H03
GPI9H03
GPI9H03
GPI9H03
GPI9H03
GPI9H03
SR1003211245355611
GPI9H03
DPI9HEG
SR1003211244505608
GPI9H03
1PI9H2P
1PI9H2P
1PI9H2P
1PI9H2P
1PI9H2P
1PI9H2P
SR0904301458503068


<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Warning
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.3
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.0000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /CMYK
  /DoThumbnails true
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo true
  /PreserveOPIComments true
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Preserve
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 300
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 300
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName ()
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /CreateJDFFile false
  /Description <<

    /BGR <>
    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065876863900275284e8e9ad88d2891cf76845370524d53705237300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>
    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef69069752865bc9ad854c18cea76845370524d5370523786557406300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>
    /CZE <>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ESP <>
    /ETI <>
    /FRA <>
    /GRE <>

    /HRV (Za stvaranje Adobe PDF dokumenata najpogodnijih za visokokvalitetni ispis prije tiskanja koristite ove postavke.  Stvoreni PDF dokumenti mogu se otvoriti Acrobat i Adobe Reader 5.0 i kasnijim verzijama.)
    /HUN <>
    /ITA <>
    /JPN <FEFF9ad854c18cea306a30d730ea30d730ec30b951fa529b7528002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020658766f8306e4f5c6210306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103055308c305f0020005000440046002030d530a130a430eb306f3001004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d3067958b304f30533068304c3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a306b306f30d530a930f330c8306e57cb30818fbc307f304c5fc59808306730593002>
    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020ace0d488c9c80020c2dcd5d80020c778c1c4c5d00020ac00c7a50020c801d569d55c002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>
    /LTH <>
    /LVI <>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken die zijn geoptimaliseerd voor prepress-afdrukken van hoge kwaliteit. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /POL <>
    /PTB <>
    /RUM <>
    /RUS <>
    /SKY <>
    /SLV <>
    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /TUR <>
    /UKR <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents best suited for high-quality prepress printing.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)
  >>
  /Namespace [
    (Adobe)
    (Common)
    (1.0)
  ]
  /OtherNamespaces [
    <<
      /AsReaderSpreads false
      /CropImagesToFrames true
      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue
      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false
      /IncludeGuidesGrids false
      /IncludeNonPrinting false
      /IncludeSlug false
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (InDesign)
        (4.0)
      ]
      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false
      /OmitPlacedEPS false
      /OmitPlacedPDF false
      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy
    >>
    <<
      /AddBleedMarks false
      /AddColorBars false
      /AddCropMarks false
      /AddPageInfo false
      /AddRegMarks false
      /ConvertColors /ConvertToCMYK
      /DestinationProfileName ()
      /DestinationProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /Downsample16BitImages true
      /FlattenerPreset <<
        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution
      >>
      /FormElements false
      /GenerateStructure false
      /IncludeBookmarks false
      /IncludeHyperlinks false
      /IncludeInteractive false
      /IncludeLayers false
      /IncludeProfiles false
      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (CreativeSuite)
        (2.0)
      ]
      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /PreserveEditing true
      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UntaggedRGBHandling /UseDocumentProfile
      /UseDocumentBleed false
    >>
  ]
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


