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BY THE NUMBERS

Seconds in which UCLA held a lead in
the game.

Time on the clock when Gonzaga
scored its final point of the game, an
Adam Morrison free throw.

Points UCLA scored in the final 373 of
the game.

Field-goal percentage for UCLA in the
first half (7 of 27).

Field-goal percentage for Gonzaga in
second half (9 of 25).

The number of points by UCLA in the
first half and the number of points by
Gonzaga in the second half.

THEY SAID IT

“I've been part of
comebacks but this one
is the greatest I've ever

been in.”

Luc Richard Mbah a Moute
UCLA freshman who scored the
winning layup.

“They had enough guts
as a man in their
moment of victory to
pick another man up off
the floor.”

Adam Motrrison
Gonzaga forward

ON THE WEB

Complete GU coverage
Find the latest news,
statistics, video highlights,
slide shows, audio clips
and reporter
Steve Bergum'’s blog:
spokesmanreview.com/zags

The Slice Goes Dancing
Regular Today columnist
Paul Turner follows Gonzaga
through the tournament:
spokesmanreview.com
/blogs/slice

BOX SCORE

UCLA 73, Gonzaga 71
FG FT Reb

Gonzaga (29-4) Min M-A M-A O-T APFPTS
Morrison 3710177 3-4 05 12 24
Mallon 13 02 00 2303 O
Batista 34 613 67 49 12 18
Altidor-Cspds 6 00 00 0302 O
Raivio 32 48 22 1363 12
Pargo 25 1-3 112 0321 3
Knight 3 15 56 2315 7
Pendergraft 28 23 35 0531 7
Heytvelt 2 00 00 0003 O
Totals 20024-5120-26 11-371422 71

Percentages: FG .471, FT .769. 3-Point Goals: 3-10,
.300 (Raivio 2-4, Morrison 1-4, Knight 0-2). Team Re-
bounds: 3. Blocked Shots: 4 (Mallon, Batista, Pen-
dergraft, Heytvelt). Turnovers: 16 (Mallon 4, Raivio 4,
Batista 3, Morrison 2, Altidor-Cespedes, Pargo, Heyt-
velt). Steals: 3 (Raivio 2, Pendergraft). Technical
Fouls: None.
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UCLA (30-6) Min M-A M-A O-T APFPTS
Bozeman 31 -5 22 0643 4
MbahaMoute 32 5-10 4-7 510 1 4 14
Hollins 30 35 66 480 3 12
Farmar 33 513 22 006 3 15
Afflalo 28 513 36 1214 15
Collison 20 26 13 020 1 5
Aboya 8 11 00 010 1 2
Mata 10 00 34 -N02 3
Roll 8 14 00 000 1 3
Totals 200 23-57 21-30 12-321222 73

Percentages: FG .404, FT .700. 3-Point Goals: 6-21,
.286 (Farmar 3-9, Afflalo 2-6, Roll 1-3, Collison 0-1,
Bozeman 0-2). Team Rebounds: 2. Blocked Shots: 4
(Bozeman, Hollins, Aboya, Mata). Turnovers: 10 (Bo-
zeman 3, Mbah a Moute 3, Farmar 2, Collison 2).
Steals: 4 (Farmar 2, Bozeman, Mbah a Moute). Tech-
nical Fouls: None.

Halftime-Gonzaga 42, UCLA 29. A-19,596.

NCAA TOURNAMENT: UCLA 73, Gonzaga 71
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Adam Morrison in consoled by Gonzaga coach Mark Few after what may have been Morrison’s final game.
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The GU forward may skip his senior year to enter the NBA draft.

FOULED, FOILED

But Batista not ready to blame loss on no-call by refs

NOTEBOOK

BY STEVE BERGUM
AND JOHN BLANCHETTE

Staff writers

OAKLAND, Calif. - Gonzaga’s
J.P. Batista felt he was fouled on
the turnover he committed in the
final seconds of Thursday night’s
73-71 NCAA Tournament loss to
UCLA.

But the mild-mannered senior
center refused to badmouth the
officials in his final post-game
interview as a Zag.

“I’'m not going to sit here and
complain about fouls,” he said
when asked about getting stripped
of the basketball by the Bruins’
Cedric Bozeman with just less
than 10 seconds left in the game.
“I thought he fouled me, but, hey.
They didn’t call it so you’ve just
got to keep going.

“Unfortunately, we lost the
game.”

After Bozeman knocked the ball
from Batista’s hand, his teammate
Jordan Farmar recovered it and
fed Luc Richard Mbah a Moute
for what proved to be the
game-winning basket.

“Ced and I were just trying to
create a lot of pressure,” Farmar
said. “Ced knocked the ball loose,
I picked it up and got it to Luc,
who finished it.

“The pass was a little high, but
thank God, Luc is 6-foot-7 with a
7-2 wingspan.”

Morrison mum on future
Gonzaga’s Adam Morrison, who
is expected to be a lottery pick in
this summer’s NBA Draft - should
he forgo his final year of
eligibility at GU - refused to tip

Gonzaga forward
David
Pendergraft
celebrates in the
first half as the
Bulldogs opened
a commanding
lead.

his hand on what his future might

hold.

He scored 24 points Thursday
and finished the season averaging
28.1 points to edge Duke’s J.J.
Redick for the scoring title.
Redick scored 26.8 points per
game in his senior season, but he
and the top-seeded Blue Devils
also were eliminated Thursday in
a loss to Louisiana State.

Following Thursday’s loss to
UCLA, the 6-foot-8 junior scoring
sensation, said he planned to
return to Spokane and map out a
strategy with his parents.

“It’s going to be a family
decision,” he said. “I've got to
hear from the people who write
the checks. I'm going to go to
Spokane and not do anything for
awhile.

“I have no idea what I’'m going
to do.”

Huddling up

Mark Few congregated with his
players near mid-court following
Thursday’s emotional defeat.

When asked why he did so, and
what he told his team, Few
explained, “Basically, I just
wanted to kind of protect them a
little bit. It was a vulnerable
moment there where they were
obviously, you know, devastated.

“For some, their college careers
are over, and I think it’s
important to get with your family.
I told them to make sure you
enjoy the good times, because we
had a lot of them this year. Don’t
focus on those last 20 seconds.”

The last shotmaker?

That’s been Adam Morrison for
the Zags all season long, and
certainly he expected to get the
ball for Gonzaga’s last desperate
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Gonzaga's J.P. Batista watches his last-second shot miss the mark.

Scoring race

Adam Morrison has edged Duke's J.J. Redick for
the Division | scoring championship:

G Pts Avg.
Morrison 33 926 281
Redick 36 963 26.8

try to tie or win the game after
UCLA had taken a two-point lead
with 1.9 seconds to play.

But instead David Pendergraft’s
long pass found center J.P.
Batista, who managed to get off a
turn-around 16-footer that looked
like it might have a chance before
it caromed off the rim - and
Morrison wasn’t about to
second-guess the choice.

“Obviously, I was calling for the
ball,” he said. “But we got a great
shot with J.P. down way farther

Associated Press

User: gilh Time: 1143188118 Product: REVIEW Pub Date: 03-24-2006 Zone: Metro Edition: 1 Page: Sports@4

than I was. I mean, I wouldn’t
have it any other way. J.P. had a
really good shot at it to tie it.”

Clutch shots, and misses

To Gonzaga coach Mark Few,
the difference at the end was
simple - the shots UCLA made
under duress, and the shots his
Bulldogs missed.

“We had three good looks that
we usually make,” he said, noting
a couple by Morrison and a
wide-open 3-pointer that Derek
Raivio that bonked off the iron.
“Then at the other end ... if you
look at their field goal percentage,
they got a couple of putbacks,
scramble plays that hurt us a little
bit. They stepped up and made
big shots — (Jordan) Farmer had a
big runner.”

Indeed, the Bruins made all
three of their final shots count - a
rebound basket by Mbah a Moute,
Farmar’s running hook and a
layup by Mbah a Moute after
Cedric Bozeman and Farmar
stripped the ball from Batista
with 10 seconds to play.

Buzzer beaters

Gonzaga’s winning streak came
to an end after 20 games - the
longest of the season. That
distinction now belongs to the
Bruins, who have a 10-game
winning streak. ... Only two
schools have finished each of the
last seven seasons with fewer
than 10 losses: Gonzaga and Duke,
which was also bounced from the
Sweet 16 on Thursday. ... UCLA
will face Memphis on Saturday
for the right to go to the Final
Four - their first NCAA
Tournament meeting since the
Bruins beat the Tigers 87-66 to
win the 1973 championship in St.
Louis. Bill Walton had 44 points
and 13 rebounds in that game. ...
Derek Raivio had a season-high
six assists for the Bulldogs.
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