Dear Editor:

As motorized users and sportsmen, we cannot tolerate the ATV and 4x4 mudding incident that took place near Ione, WA in May. Driving an ATV or 4x4 on our public lands is a privilege and our access is threatened by those who cause resource damage. 

We understand that access to public lands comes with responsibility, and like the vast majority of motorized users, we follow the rules. When senseless damage like this happens it leads to loss of access and trail closures and loss of trust.

It is important to understand that the actions of a few have the ability to ruin it for many; we are fed up and are calling for this kind of destructive activity to end.

Most of us not only ride ATVs but we also hunt, fish, bike and hike on our public lands.  In order to protect all of these activities, we need to create and support a plan to achieve this. Many of our National Forests have a travel management plan in place, including the Colville National Forest. We support working with our National Forests to create an effective, timely and balanced travel management plan.

We want to ride! We want to ride quality trails in a sustainable way. We want to hunt, we want to fish, we want to camp in our National Forests but we cannot allow these few to ruin it for the rest of us.

The responsible riders among us have too much invested to allow this type of behavior.

We strongly urge law enforcement to use the tools they have and to prosecute the offenders to the fullest extent of the law per RCW 79.02.300; a $3000 fine and 3x restoration costs.   Let this serve as an example to others that this behavior is no longer tolerated and as a new call for environmental stewardship.

Washington Council Trout Unlimited
Spencer King, North Central ATV club
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Premier Polaris, Monroe, WA
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Conservation Northwest                                    Gary Prewitt, Eastern Washington ATV 







Search & Rescue Team
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Sportsmen Ride Right



Washington ATV Association
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Tri-County Motorized Recreation Association
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Gary Johnson, Gifford Pinchot Off Highway Vehicle Alliance

Ted Jackson, Recreation and Governmental Coordination Services

CC. Congresswoman Cathy McMorris Rodgers
       203 Cannon House Office Building  

       Washington, D.C. 20515
 
