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You are no longer a name, but a number and no longer living, but surviving. The moment you are taken you recall the rumors you have heard of what the Nazis will do to you and try to convince yourself that these rumors are lies. You hold on to what little belongings you were able to grab and grasp at your slipping hope as you are herded into a small cattle car with your fellow Jews with others, deemed unworthy of life, headed to an unknown destination. When the train comes to a stop your car door opens, you squint at the sun and, in shock, make your way outside. When your eyes adjust to the light you see hundreds of guards, thousands of prisoners, and a big fence. Welcome to Hell.


The Holocaust, the systematic killing of those considered racially inferior by the Nazi government, lasted from 1939 to 1945. With WWII as the backdrop to the Nazi camps, Jewish, Gypsy, Disabled, Slavic, Homosexual, Jehovah's Witness, and opposed persons were either put to instant death or to work. Work consisted of labor aiding in the German war effort. Before walking into my Age of Genocide course this past fall, my knowledge of the Holocaust was limited to Hitler, Jews, Auschwitz, and the thought that, “If the prisoners much outnumbered the Nazis, why didn’t they fight back?” Little did I know, they fought in many ways against the Nazis.


The Jewish resistance was inconspicuous. Gasoline replaced with vodka in war vehicles, a slight slow down in work rate to effect their captors without being killed, weapons stolen for revolt, or food taken to stay healthier, and a water soluble glue used on the soldier’s shoes were among the many things that these prisoners did to directly affect the Germans. In addition, simply staying alive to make the Nazis feed you, or committing suicide to make them take care of your body is often categorized as indirect resistance. 


Resistance, or the refusal to accept or comply with something, is an act that we don’t seem to notice often enough today. For example, among the genocides covered in Gonzaga Prep’s Age of Genocide course is the genocide in Darfur lasting from 2003 to now. What has hit me the hardest is the fact that the world seems to turn their back to the atrocities happening right in front of them due to a lack of political or financial benefit in assisting these helpless people.


As a young adult I haven’t thought myself powerful in the fight against hate and genocide, when in fact I am. I can contribute to peace through the education of those around me. Whether it be through my school’s S.W.A.G (Students Working Against Genocide) club informing my fellow students of genocide, or arranging informational events, I have all the power in the world to resist genocide and resist acts of hatred.

Education is key in resistance, prevention, and identification of genocide and hate crimes. Regarding helping those affected by situations, S.W.A.G holds calling campaigns in effort to contact government officials requesting change and action from the state. By doing this, S.W.A.G exposes the people’s interest in genocide prevention and the US’s international involvement. We the people are more powerful than we believe. We as citizens of the United States need to take action in the prevention of hate crimes and genocide. 


