Roundabout issue is straightened out

After lengthy debate about conflict of interest, Lewiston City Council
approves project

BRAD W. GARY of the Lewiston Tribune

An agreement to build a roundabout on Snake River Avenue got the go-ahead from the
Lewiston City Council Monday, though not without a lengthy debate about conflict of
interest.

The council voted 6-0 to sign a state/local agreement with the Idaho Transportation
Department to build the roundabout at the intersection with Southway Avenue for $2.45
million, including a $161,000 match. But Councilor Thyra Stevenson abstained from the
vote, and sought to have Mayor Kevin Poole abstain as well, because of concerns Poole's
employer may have been involved with the project.

Monday's vote of reconsideration came two weeks after the council voted 4-2 against the
agreement, and some councilors have since warned the city risked paying back $924,000
in environmental and engineering grants it received over the 10-year life of the project.

Poole and Lewiston City Attorney Jamie Shropshire said the mayor's employer, Riedesel
Engineering of Lewiston, was not involved at all with the state/local agreement to build
the roundabout. Stevenson said Riedesel was involved in part of the engineering on the
decade-long project, a claim Poole continuously refuted.

"I'am an employee of Riedesel Engineering, but Riedesel Engineering is not a contractor
on this project at all," Poole said. "My company and the people I work for are in no way
connected to the project."

Riedesel had a previous contract with ITD for a stormwater project in the area, but Poole
said the roundabout is a stand-alone project.

"I am very sensitive to this issue and understand the concerns Stevenson brought up,"
Poole said. "I am comfortable participating in this."

In a back-and-forth that lasted for the better part of an hour, Stevenson also read from a
code of ethics and said she consulted with the Idaho attorney general's office about
Poole's potential conflict. She said it was important for Poole to abstain because the
appearance of an impropriety exists.

Shropshire said Poole had the right to vote on the issue.



"The project that his company may have been involved in is a different project. This is a
stand-alone project. I can't find Ridesel's involvement in this project anywhere,"
Shropshire said.

The potential for debate brought Jerry Flatz from the Local Highway Technical
Assistance Council in Boise to Lewiston to talk about the project. Flatz said if the project
wasn't funded this year, there was a potential it wouldn't get funded until 2018. Flatz told
the council he has seen a community return funding from a grant project once in 11 years
with the organization.

Monday's agreement allowed funding of the project in the 2012 budget, though the city
has delayed construction until 2013 to take advantage of a longer construction season.

"[ think what we're doing here today is just making good common sense," Councilor
Dennis Ohrtman said, advocating for the roundabout. "I think the kind of vote we had the
other night was not good common sense,"

Residents of Lewiston paid federal taxes used to fund road projects like the roundabout,
and Ohrtman said they deserve to get them back.

"We have to use it," Mayor Pro Tem Brad Cannon agreed. "If we don't use it, the money's
going to go somewhere else," and the city is going to have to repay that money.

Councilor Clinton Daniel, who was opposed to the agreement earlier this month, said he
changed his vote because of the concerns about returning the money should the city not
continue the project. But he said the idea the city might have to pay back grant funding
wasn't brought up to him in discussion or a staff memo until after the initial vote was
taken.

"The only implication was the cost of doing it, it did not have the cost of not doing it,"
Daniel said.

Daniel said he agreed the city should try to recoup tax dollars from the federal
government, but should also start planning as if that money's not going to be there.

Also Monday:

» Councilors unanimously approved a three-year contract extension with EKO
Compost for yard waste collection and biosolid removal at a North Lewiston site
until Dec. 31, 2016.

o The council voted 6-1 to conduct the first of three readings on an ordinance
updating livestock standards, banning roosters and limiting chickens in zones that
allow for poultry in the Lewiston Orchards. Daniel voted against the changes,
which call for limits of 15 or 50 chickens depending on where a person lives,
because he believed the codes were unenforceable.



