This editorial was published by the Idaho State Journal of Pocatello.

For a man who possesses only an online undergraduate degree in weights and measures,
Idaho's Superintendent of Public Instruction Tom Luna seems to pull a lot of weight in
the national education scene.

Luna was recently elected president of the Council of Chief State School Officers, or
CCSSO0, at the organization's annual Policy Forum in Phoenix, Ariz. CCSSO bills itself
as a nonpartisan, nationwide, nonprofit organization that represents the superintendents,
secretaries and commissioners of state education agencies who are trying to transform our
public education system.

The organization's focus is in the "strategic areas" of the teacher workforce, information
systems, standards and assessment, and accountability.

Last February, Idaho's state superintendent was appointed to the National Assessment
Governing Board to serve until September 2014. This group, set up by the U.S.
Department of Education, sets policy for the National Assessment of Educational
Progress, or NAEP, commonly known as The Nation's Report Card.

In a nutshell, Superintendent Luna is helping shape the future of public education
nationwide and the way it will be graded.

Those are pretty lofty responsibilities for a man who is more politician than educator.
And if Idaho is a model for what the country can expect, there could be trouble ahead.

Luna's only experiences with public education before becoming the state's public
education leader were personal experiences as a student through high school, a couple of
short stints at the old Ricks College (now BY U-Idaho in Rexburg) and Boise State, and
time as a school board member in Nampa.

Because he did not have at least a college undergraduate degree, he was at first denied his
goal of becoming the state's education top dog.

Luna solved that with online coursework from Thomas Edison State College, an online
university out of Trenton, N.J. Running as a Republican in a state dominated by the party,
he won election and re-election handily.

Luna is a man with no classroom teaching experience and no formal education in the
disciplines of constructivist learning or the philosophies of education giants like Lev
Vygotsky, Jean Piaget or John Dewey. He's a businessman and he's getting down to the
business of stripping down public education.



Luna's "Students Come First" plan embraces a vision of customer service delivered by
fewer teachers and more technology.

He champions charter schools that bring freedom of choice to parents and less oversight
by educational professionals. This should come as no surprise, considering Idaho's home-
schooling laws are the most liberal in the nation.

No one knows the exact number of Idaho students who are "educated" at home. The state
of 1daho does not regulate the numbers or curriculum of home-schooled students and they
are not required to take the standardized tests that Luna embraces.

And when it comes to funding public schools, both K-12 and university level, Idaho
ranks one state from the bottom in per student per year expenditures. Only 20 percent of
its graduates go on to secure a two~ or four-year degree following high school.

With an affection for alternative schooling and poor funding, public schools should be
nervous about Tom Luna's ascension to positions of national influence.

He touts a reform package that came as a surprise to all of Idaho's public education
shareholders immediately after his election.

It stripped teachers of bargaining rights, dictated online coursework and set up a system
of teacher merit pay based largely on test scores and parental popularity.

All three of his reform measures were challenged by enough Idaho voters to place them
on the 2012 ballot as referendums and he dodged a recall attempt, only the second in the
state's history.

Somehow this doesn't sound like educational leadership material for the nation.



