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Idaho Wages Lose Ground During Recession 

Wages in Idaho lost ground nationally during the recession. The average wage fell from 37th in 2008 to 38th in 
2010 among the states while the median wage dropped from 35th to 39th.

The latest survey of wages under the Occupational Employment Statistics program put the average wage for all 
jobs in Idaho at $18.56 an hour in May 2010. That was 15 percent below the national average wage for all jobs.

The median wage, which is the point where half the workers are paid more and half are paid less, was $14.54 
an hour in 2010, 12 percent below the national median.

By comparison, the average Idaho wage in 2009 was $18.23 an hour, 14.6 percent below the national average, 
while the median wage was $14.44 an hour, 10.5 percent of the national median.

Idaho began to feel the recession in earnest in the fall of 2008. That year, the average Idaho wage was $17.94 
an hour, 13.3 percent below the national average, while the median wage was $14.32 an hour, 8.7 percent of 
the national median.

Most of the urban and rural areas of Idaho saw similar increases in the gaps between their average and median 
wages in 2010 and the nation’s average and median. 

The exception was the eastern Idaho area outside of metropolitan Idaho Falls. The gap actually closed between 
the regional and national average and median wages, primarily because of the stability of the Idaho National 
Laboratory in rural Butte County.

The Lewiston metro area also saw the gap close for its median wage but continue increasing for the average 
wage.

Details about the average and median wages for specific occupations in Idaho can be found at 
http://www.bls.gov/oes/#data.

Average, Median Wages By State
2010 2009 2008

Average Median Average Median Average Median
National $21.35 $16.27 $20.90 $15.95 $20.32 $15.57
Alabama $21.50 $16.46 $18.03 $13.95 $17.39 $13.53
Alaska $24.21 $20.02 $23.41 $19.50 $22.47 $18.84
Arizona $20.38 $15.89 $19.67 $15.49 $18.88 $14.87
Arkansas $17.05 $13.39 $16.65 $13.18 $16.26 $12.88
California $24.39 $18.21 $23.82 $17.92 $23.12 $17.52
Colorado $22.48 $17.68 $22.11 $17.44 $21.47 $16.87
Connecticut $24.96 $19.56 $24.50 $19.29 $23.81 $18.91

http://www.bls.gov/oes/#data


DC $35.31 $28.71 $34.01 $17.16 $32.60 $26.62
Delaware $22.53 $17.26 $22.25 $27.79 $21.76 $16.86
Florida $19.36 $14.71 $18.96 $14.58 $18.50 $14.33
Georgia $20.32 $15.20 $19.88 $15.04 $19.27 $14.74
Hawaii $21.03 $17.06 $20.56 $16.61 $20.02 $16.05
Idaho $18.56 $14.54 $18.23 $14.44 $17.94 $14.32
Illinois $22.33 $16.87 $22.17 $16.74 $21.64 $16.30
Indiana $18.76 $14.85 $18.43 $14.72 $18.16 $14.59
Iowa $18.14 $14.60 $17.77 $14.40 $17.27 $14.15
Kansas $18.89 $14.71 $18.52 $14.64 $18.10 $14.48
Kentucky $18.25 $14.47 $17.97 $14.38 $17.49 $14.12
Louisiana $18.26 $14.50 $17.60 $14.16 $17.12 $13.90
Maine $18.98 $15.28 $18.53 $15.01 $18.11 $14.78
Maryland $24.46 $19.11 $23.80 $18.77 $22.97 $18.17
Massachusetts $25.82 $20.13 $25.34 $19.64 $24.52 $19.09
Michigan $20.81 $16.26 $20.64 $16.22 $20.62 $16.22
Minnesota $21.86 $17.30 $21.60 $17.14 $21.20 $16.87
Mississippi $16.31 $12.83 $16.14 $12.74 $15.92 $12.68
Missouri $19.13 $14.78 $18.87 $14.70 $18.55 $14.52
Montana $17.34 $13.95 $16.87 $13.65 $16.44 $13.41
Nebraska $18.42 $14.57 $17.94 $14.39 $17.38 $14.08
Nevada $19.82 $15.47 $19.42 $15.26 $18.75 $14.91
New Hampshire $21.37 $16.70 $21.02 $16.36 $20.52 $16.01
New Jersey $24.39 $18.76 $24.04 $18.56 $23.41 $18.23
New Mexico $19.26 $14.45 $18.71 $14.10 $18.03 $13.76
New York $24.86 $18.69 $24.42 $18.49 $23.84 $18.15
North Carolina $19.47 $14.95 $18.95 $14.70 $18.38 $14.36
North Dakota $17.81 $14.50 $17.31 $14.06 $16.90 $13.81
Ohio $19.66 $15.45 $19.37 $15.30 $19.15 $15.25
Oklahoma $17.76 $13.89 $17.22 $13.53 $16.79 $13.28
Oregon $20.94 $16.58 $20.45 $16.16 $19.92 $15.73
Pennsylvania $20.70 $16.27 $20.21 $15.87 $19.53 $15.36
Rhode Island $22.08 $17.39 $21.31 $16.80 $20.87 $16.42
South Carolina $18.23 $14.33 $17.81 $14.14 $17.33 $13.85
South Dakota $16.53 $13.42 $16.02 $13.06 $15.76 $12.82
Tennessee $18.43 $14.38 $17.96 $14.17 $17.57 $13.94
Texas $20.30 $15.14 $19.76 $14.83 $18.90 $14.28
Utah $19.29 $15.04 $18.86 $14.79 $18.35 $14.48
Vermont $20.21 $15.97 $19.68 $15.73 $19.12 $15.31
Virginia $23.00 $17.18 $22.29 $16.75 $21.50 $16.26
Washington $23.53 $18.76 $22.97 $18.37 $22.32 $17.92
West Virginia $17.01 $13.19 $16.62 $12.98 $16.11 $12.62
Wisconsin $19.70 $15.78 $19.32 $15.56 $18.92 $15.29
Wyoming $19.96 $16.84 $19.19 $16.20 $18.35 $15.52
Source: U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics

Average, Median Wages For Idaho Rural, Metro Areas
2010 2009 2008



Average Median Average Median Average Median
Idaho $18.56 $14.54 $18.23 $14.44 $17.94 $14.32
Boise Metro $19.52 $15.20 $19.04 $14.93 $18.89 $14.88
Coeur d'Alene Metro $17.22 $13.52 $17.32 $13.89 $17.09 $13.72
Idaho Falls Metro $19.19 $13.89 $18.88 $13.75 $17.07 $13.35
Lewiston Metro $17.85 $15.14 $17.61 $14.76 $17.44 $14.51
Pocatello Metro $17.47 $13.58 $17.31 $13.74 $17.09 $13.67
North-North Central Idaho $17.16 $13.86 $17.03 $14.06 $17.16 $14.24
Southwestern Idaho $16.29 $13.46 $16.55 $13.53 $16.77 $13.54
South Central Idaho $16.81 $13.97 $16.70 $13.84 $16.39 $13.48
Eastern and Southeastern Idaho $20.05 $15.70 $19.16 $15.08 $18.54 $14.57
Source: U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics
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