Rammell eyes wolf eradication in Idaho Co.
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Former gubernatorial candidate was charged Wednesday with possession of an illegally taken elk 





Rex Rammell... 

Rex Rammell is coming to Idaho County, where he aims to eradicate wolves and restore big game populations. 

Rammell, who lost to Gov. C.L. (Butch) Otter in the Republican primary last spring, and also lost a bid to win the U.S. Senate seat now held by Jim Risch in 2008, said he plans to move from the Idaho Falls area to the county next month and rent a home in Harpster. 

He will be in Grangeville Wednesday pushing a plan to wrest wolf management authority from the federal government and give it to the county. Rammell wants the county commission to pass an emergency ordinance giving Sheriff Doug Giddings authority to kill wolves. 

"The legal vehicle for removing wolves is an emergency ordinance. We already have an emergency declaration, now we need an emergency ordinance to give us the authority to actually start killing them," he said. "We think that is a legal avenue and trumps the Endangered Species Act because it's a county emergency." 

Wolves are listed as a threatened species and currently managed by the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service. Idaho and the federal government have tried to remove wolves from federal protection but those efforts were turned back by a federal court ruling this summer. The Idaho Attorney General's office and the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service declined to comment on Rammell's idea. Idaho County Prosecutor Kirk MacGregor said he would give the commission his legal opinion on the matter if asked. 

In September, commissioners declared a wolf disaster in the county and unsuccessfully pushed Otter to do the same. 

Rammell said if the commission goes along with his idea he is ready to help. 

"If the sheriff would allow me to volunteer to be the point man on this wolf eradication operation I would love to have the job." 

He envisions using helicopters and aerial gunners, hunters, trapping, snaring and even poison if needed. He also has a plan to restore elk populations in Idaho County, and it starts with getting the Idaho Legislature to abolish the Idaho Department of Fish and Game and give fish and wildlife management duties to individual counties. 

"I have a masters degree in wildlife management, in elk management. I feel like I'm qualified to restore the native big game herds, at least in Idaho County, if they will give me the job," he said. "I need wolves out of the way first. It won't do any good if the wolves just eat what we produce. And we need the state Fish and Game out of the way so we can manage the big game herds according to biological principals instead of revenue principals." 

Rammell maintains the department has failed to adequately manage the state's fish and wildlife populations. He will speak about his plan at 6:30 p.m. Wednesday at Grangeville High School. The event is hosted by the Committee for a Safe and Wolf Free Idaho, of which Rammell is a member. 

He said he already has Commissioner Jim Chmelik on board with the wolf emergency ordinance. Chmelik said he is willing to consider anything to get rid of wolves. 

"I would study it as a viable option," Chmelik said. "I have a problem with what he did as far as the poaching incident. Our credibility has to mean something. When you are out doing stuff like this you have to work within the constraints of the law." 

Rammell was charged in Bonneville County Wednesday with possession of an illegally taken elk, a misdemeanor. Rammell allegedly used an expired elk tag valid in the Middle Fork Hunting Zone to kill an elk on the Tex Creek Wildlife Management hunting zone. He said he is fighting the charge and expects to win in court. 

"I don't think the rules are clear that you are restricted to one zone. When you have a general tag I think the law allows you to hunt where ever and I will attempt to prove that when I go to trial." 

More legal troubles could lay ahead for Rammell. If the county were to approve a wolf killing ordinance Rammell said the feds would likely try to intervene. 

"I expect an eventual confrontation with the federal government as we go about killing wolves. I believe the county sheriff has the authority to actually arrest the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service guys if they interfere. I think he will do it and I think the day will come when that will happen." 
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