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DECEMBER 15, 2010

The Kootenai County Sheriff’s Office reports that a man shot himself during a traffic stop this afternoon in Dalton Gardens, Idaho.

Initial information indicates that a Kootenai County Deputy tried to stop a red Chevrolet Blazer for an equipment traffic infraction (faulty exhaust system) about 1:45 this afternoon in the area of Government Way and Hanley Avenue.  The vehicle failed to stop traveling at speeds about 20 miles per hour.  The vehicle went east on Hanley Avenue then south on Valley Street, finally pulling into the driveway at 6167 N. Valley Street in Dalton Gardens.  The deputy approached the vehicle and saw that the driver and only occupant had a long gun in his hand in the vehicle.  The deputy backed away from the vehicle and the driver shot himself in the face.  No other shots were fired.

The deputy called for assistance and emergency medical personnel. The subject was transported to Kootenai Medical Center by ambulance.  He was pronounced dead at 2:58 p.m. at the hospital.

Investigators have identified the man as 48 year old Robert J. Kilborn of Hayden, Idaho.  He apparently had a friend who lived at the Valley Street address.  Local checks indicate that Kilborn has an outstanding warrant for his arrest for Fail to Appear for a Driving Under the Influence charge and that his driver’s license is suspended.

Pursuant to Sheriff’s Office policy, the Idaho State Police have been asked to be the primary agency in the investigation.  Further information regarding the details of the incident will come from their office.

Rocky Watson, Sheriff

By:  Major Ben Wolfinger
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