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Lawerence Denney... 

JEERS ... to House Speaker Lawerence Denney, R-Midvale. He just removed Rep. Phil Hart, R-Athol, from the House tax-writing committee. 

Why now? 

Back in the summer, it turned out Hart - a tax warrior from the 1990s who thought he could stop paying federal and state income taxes because he claimed they were unconstitutional - owed more than $500,000. 

Minority Leader John Rusche, D-Lewiston, had to force Denney's hand by asking for an ethics review. 

When the group unanimously recommended Denney pull a tax scofflaw from the panel writing tax rules for the rest of us, the House speaker said he might get around to it. 

Next came revelations that Hart had raided state endowment lands of 8,000 board feet of timber in the mid-1990s, built a house with it and still refused to pay what was owed. He recently cut a check for pennies on the dollar and called it a donation. 

Now back in court, Hart is challenging the $53,000 in back taxes he owes Idaho.
A fellow northern Idaho lawmaker, Rep. Eric Anderson, R-Priest Lake, could stand it no longer and called for a second ethics probe, this one tied to the timber theft. 

But none of that forced Denney's hand. 

What did? 

Hart's permission. 

Hart asked to be yanked from the tax panel where his "continued service on this committee would only serve to provide fodder to members of the media and my political opponents." 

Long ago, any speaker worth his office would have condemned Hart for what he is - a timber-stealing tax cheat. He'd strip Hart of all committee assignments. And he'd be the one launching an ethics probe instead of relying on the conscience of other lawmakers. 

Not this speaker. 

CHEERS ... to Lynn Moss, Lewiston's Parks and Recreation director. The Idaho Recreation and Parks Association recognized Moss with the Dr. Leon Greene Fellowship Award. It's good timing. Moss, who has been with the city's recreation department since 1979 and became director in 1996, plans to retire next April. 

But search for Moss' legacy across the city: 
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Community Park - the 300-acre work in progress is a collaboration among the city, the Lewiston School District and Lewis-Clark State College. 
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Art work, aerators and ponds welcome you to Lewiston's west entrance; a sculpture marks its northern edge. 
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Expanded pedestrian access at Kiwanis Park. 
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Christmas lights at Locomotive Park. 
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A small park, replete with playground equipment, at Echo Hills. 

Much of this occurred while city budgets were tight. Moss helped find private and public grants - and partners - to leverage the city's limited resources into places of repose. 

JEERS ... to U.S. Sen. Mike Crapo, R-Idaho. As Roll Call reported, the state's senior senator sought more than $6 million on behalf of two hospitals - Gritman Medical Center in Moscow and Bingham Memorial Hospital in Blackfoot - while they were represented by his daughter, Lara Crapo. 

Lara Crapo, who graduated from the University of Utah with a bachelor's degree in mass communications and political science, is listed as director of government relations at Strategic Health Care. The company represents those and other Idaho hospitals on Capitol Hill. 

Senate ethics rules bar any interaction between a senator and his staff "with the member's spouse or immediate family that constitutes a lobbying contact." 

The Senate Appropriations Committee further requires that senators seeking earmarks "certify that neither they nor their immediate family has a pecuniary interest in any congressional directed spending they request from the Appropriations Committee." 

Crapo insists he did nothing wrong. His office has set up firewalls to make sure his daughter has no lobbying contact with Crapo or his staff. 

But in an era when lawmakers are under intense scrutiny for steering earmarks to the clients of their former staffers - a charge that dogged Washington Sen. Patty Murray during her re-election campaign - this looks, swims and quacks like a conflict of interest. 

At minimum, Crapo has been careless about appearances. 

Whether it was former Sen. Larry Craig, R-Idaho, or his successor, Sen. Jim Risch, R-Idaho, Crapo had a willing co-sponsor for the Bingham and Gritman earmarks. They could have sought the money without Crapo's involvement. 

Keeping a distance from his daughter wasn't enough in this case. Here's one time Crapo should have withdrawn entirely and deferred to his colleagues. 

CHEERS ... to the 148th Field Artillery Battalion retirees and the Idaho State Veterans Home at Lewiston. Thursday, they produced Lewiston's fourth annual Veteran's Day ceremonies at the "I am an American" statue. 

Joining them was former Adjutant Gen. Lawrence LaFrenz of Boise. LaFrenz, a retired major general, graduated from Clarkston High School. 

On the 92nd anniversary of the day World War I ended on the 11th hour of the 11th day of the 11th month, you found Lewiston Firefighters Pipes and Drums performing. You heard the Lewiston High School's Golden Voices perform the National Anthem. And you heard LHS Music Director Gary Gimberling perform "Taps." 

CHEERS ... to Billy Hamilton. The former deputy director of the Texas Office of the Controller of Public Accounts completed a balanced and readable analysis on Idaho's controversial tax settlements with big corporations. Many of the Tax Commission staffers who work on those cases contend the state is cutting sweetheart deals that cost the state millions. A lawsuit is pending. 

Hamilton offers this assessment: 

"Having managed a tax agency for 16 years, I do know one thing for certain: It doesn't take a management genius to recognize that if you have more than a half-dozen longtime employees complaining loud and long about something as sensitive as tax settlements, someone in charge had better stop dismissing them as cranks and start paying attention." 

Good for him. - M.T. 

