No wild card yet so I will post this here.
The election is officially 17 days away. Yeah! I could not help but notice this morning an ad in the Press by Ron Nilson (you are welcome Ron for the plug). Ron is not my opponent. Ken Howard has that pleasure. But it sure was interesting to see Ron's rhetoric. His ad says ” We have doubled the property taxes of Kootenai County in the past 5 years”. He clearly does not agree with that and he states that is why he is running for the board.
He chose not to mention the low levy rate or the fact that 32% of the taxpayers paid less than $50.00, 32.5% paid between $50.00-$90.00,27.3% paid between $100.00 to $199.00, and 8.2% paid over $200.00 for the entire year to support a community college in this region. That includes the foregone tax that pays for the lease option on the Ed. Corridor. Nobody wants to raise taxes, but it is one of the funding mechanisms set forth by the legislature in order to operate the college. Our board has cut our budget by $1.2 million in the last two years at a time of record enrollment.
Interestingly enough Ron is the same guy that led the campaign for a levy in three school districts this year to pay for KTEC that raised everyone's taxes by at least $30.00 a year. I supported that as well because I believe both the Ed. Corridor and KTEC programs are vital to our community. I can't help but wonder if he were elected what programs would he want to cut? With a 37% increase in enrollment and a $4million dollar state holdback taking the allowed 3% increase in property taxes was necessary to the continued operation of the college. He ad is hypocritical and meant to inflame our constituents. How about you mention the tax increase you rallied for and won Ron?
