Dust settles after threat to shut kids' pumpkin stand
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News triples business at Normal Hill home 





Jacob Charais, 6, and his little sister Sami-Lou, 4, sit at their pumpkin stand at the family home o... Tribune/Kyle Mills

A Lewiston family is finally winding down after a whirlwind of national media exposure over the state's threat to shut down their kids' pumpkin stand. 

Jacob and Sami-Lou Charais made headlines around the world last week, when a representative from the Idaho State Tax Commission stopped by and told their mother they needed a permit to sell the gourds. The family has since appeared on Fox News' "Fox & Friends," and on KIRO radio in Seattle. 

"You got two kids on the side of the road with their porch selling pumpkins, how many people are going to stop?" Kami Charais asked about the increased sales at her children's stand. "But if the whole world hears, how many are going to stop?" 

Jacob, 6, and 4-year-old Sami-Lou set up the venture on their front porch with the help of a Lewiston Orchards grower as a means to raise money for sports and after-school activities. They split profits 50-50 with "Farmer Phil," who supplied the pumpkins. 

News of the tax commission's actions tripled business at the Normal Hill stand, Kami Charais said. The Charais' took in about $603 from sales of the Halloween staple, compared with the $200 family members were seeking to pay for Jacob and Sami-Lou's wrestling and dance programs. 

The family also got a temporary seller's permit from Nez Perce County and another permit from the state. When all is said and done, the couple plans on turning about $36 over to the tax commission. 

"It was never my intention to tax-evade, and I guess ignorance of the law is no excuse to evade the law," Kami Charais said. 

Kami Charais said she never refused to get the permit, but felt she was being forced to either get the permit or be shut down by a tax commission officer who stopped by her house last week while the kids were at school. She said she didn't want to do anything without first talking to her husband, Dan. 

A representative for the tax commission said Friday the stop was meant to be educational. Dan John, a spokesman for the state tax commission, said Wednesday the agency is declining to comment further on the incident. 

People have given donations, and others have driven from as far as Spokane to purchase their own jack-o'-lanterns in days since news of the incident spread. The publicity has also squashed their inventory, as Kami Charais said there were only three or four pumpkins left on the family's porch Wednesday night. They took down the sign, but people are still knocking on their door. 

"We're out of pumpkins," she said. "Pumpkins are gone." 
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