NIC enrollment up more than 12 percent for fall 2010

            North Idaho College’s overall total population served is now well in excess of 21,500 with this fall’s 12.16 percent increase in enrollment compared to last year. 

            NIC’s total credit enrollment is 6,347 students for fall 2010, up from 5,659 students in fall 2009. NIC’s total population served includes Workforce Training Center and Adult Basic Education/GED students as well as those served by the Aging and Adult Services and the Head Start programs.

            “This fall’s enrollment increase underscores NIC’s ability to meet the education and training needs of the region. Since the fall of 2007 our enrollment has increased by 36.5 percent and we have not turned away any applicant due this unprecedented growth. Our faculty and staff have performed above and beyond their normal workloads and tasks to meet the needs of all our students,” said NIC President Priscilla Bell.  

            NIC also saw a 15.38 percent increase in the number of students enrolled in professional-technical programs. The number of professional-technical students for fall 2010 is 780 compared to 676 in 2009.

            NIC launched its “More classes. More options. More opportunities.” initiative this year to give students more scheduling flexibility. Scheduling options now include traditional, face-to-face weekday courses, Friday-only and Saturday-only courses, Friday and Saturday courses, evening courses and additional offerings at outreach centers.

            Students now have the option to mix and match more than 150 Internet courses and hybrid courses to meet their unique needs.
            “Such growth is only possible through extraordinary efforts from faculty and the entire instructional team,” said Jay Lee, vice president for instruction. “The instructional support staff and the individuals that assist in the instructional mission made many adjustments to serve our record-breaking enrollment.”

            Emulating the increase in total headcount, NIC’s full-time equivalency figure is up 12.14 percent from 3,955 students in the fall of 2009 to 4,435 students this year. An increase in full-time equivalency typically means students are taking heavier class loads. 

            The number of full-time students increased 13.82 percent over this time last year, from 3,090 students in fall 2009 to 3,517 students in fall 2010. The number of part-time students increased 10.16 percent over last year, from 2,569 students in fall 2009 to 2,830 students in fall 2010.

            The most popular major continued to be general studies, which increased from 1,969 students last fall to 2,237 students this fall. Business administration/management continued to be the second most popular major with 409 students enrolled in fall 2010 compared to 374 students in fall 2009. 

