THE CARLSON CHRONICLE
The Making of a RINO

Republicans across Idaho are going to be thrilled to learn they have a new recruit to their ranks----yours truly.  Yes, I know the few Democrats left standing in Idaho are not going to understand. Some will say “good riddance” because they know, like many Idahoans, I vote more as an independent, have never voted a straight party ticket, that friendship and the person take precedence over party.
I call myself  a “business” or “Andrus Democrat.”  I’m a fiscal conservative and a social liberal who believes government exists to help the many who through no fault of their own need assistance.  We have to pay as we go, though.  On the federal level we simply cannot sustain the unbalanced budgets we make and the money we spend while pretending we’re not saddling our children with debt that will restrict inevitably their quality of life.

Character counts and the person is more important than the party.  This has lead me to vote for the Republican candidate for president four times in the 13 presidential elections since I was first eligible.  I also have voted for reasonable and responsible Republican conservatives where the Republican was clearly the superior candidate.  Thus, both Senator Mike Crapo and Governor Butch Otter (much to their surprise, I’m sure) have received my vote.
To the true blue Democrats in Idaho this makes me a DINO (Democrat in Name Only).  For sure my new party mates will see me as the RINO I am.  My justification for re-registering is simple enough, I want my ballot to have some meaning in the competitive primary races for governor and first district congressional representative next May.

Odds are the GOP primary will be the general election----the winner will  be the prohibitive favorite to win the seat.

My second reason was best expressed by President Ronald Reagan who early in his career was a Democrat and, as president of the Screen Actor’s Guild, a union leader.  When asked about why he switched his response was “I didn’t leave the Democratic party, my party left me.”

I feel much the same about the Idaho Democrats.  Theyare a mere shadow of what they once were.  They moved away from the lunch-bucket carrying, hard-working, outdoor-loving Idahoan who understood and subscribed completely to the message of Cecil Andrus:  “First you have to make a living, then you have to have a living worthwhile.”
Andrus turned that message into four successful elections to Idaho’s governorship and John Evans turned it into two winning elections.

As a RINO I may become the poster child for Bonneville County Republican chair Doyle Beck’s drive to further restrict those voting in the closed Republican primary to true blue Republicans.  If Beck has his way, the next iteration of tamping down the vote (and thereby increase the clout of your better organized, ideological kin) will be to move to a caucus system whereby one has to show up and stand up for the candidate of their choice.

Beck would go a step further.  He would probably require signing a loyalthy oath to the party’s platform witth its 76 position statements.  Among those stirling positions are such “progressive” ideas as repeal of the 17th amendment which provides for direct election of U.S.senators, a return to the gold standard, a ban on abortions with no exceptions, leaving the United Nations, immigration reform, abolition of the IRS and repeal of the income tax.
Of course RINO’s like me will refuse to sign any such required loyalty oath.  Beck’s narrowing of the GOP base is inevitably going to lead to the demise of the party.
This ex-DINO, born again RINO will not go quietly out to pasture.  As often as I can I’ll remind my  audience what a lying, two-faced, duplicitous person the Republican president is.  And if ever there was a RINO it is President Trump who has no guidng philosophy, no character, no sense of history, no decency nor any honor.

I sincerely hope Ohio Governor John Kasich goes after Trump in 2020.  He’s the only Republican who had the courage to refuse to endorse Trump nor did he attend the Republican National Convention though it was being held in his state.

Kasich, like many of my new Republican friends, does understand the importance of holding the public trust responsibly in his hands and does grasp that high office is all about duty, honor and country.

Golly gee, I don’t see a lot of arms opening up to welcome me to my new political home.
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