
Kaniksu Complex—Tower Fire  
 
AUGUST 26, 2015, 10:00 am  
 
Kaniksu Complex: The Tower Fire, along with six smaller fires, is all part of the Kaniksu 
Complex. The  
total acreage of all fires in the complex is 13,854 acres. Firefighters are patrolling the 
smaller fires but the  
majority of firefighting resources are assigned to the Tower Fire.  
 
Baldy Fire: located 16 miles north of Ione, Wash. (515 acres)  
Onata Fire: located about 8 eight miles east/southeast of Ione (323 acres)  
Hall Mountain Fire: located on Hall Mountain (14 acres)  
Grease Creek Fire: located south of Hall Mountain (70 acres)  
Slate Creek (1 acre) and South Fork Slate Creek (10 acre): located near the northwest 
boundary of Salmo-Priest Wilderness  
Current Resources: The number of firefighters is 680. Equipment includes: 19 crews, 8 
dozers, 20 engines,  
7 water tenders, 1 Air Attack, 1 skidgen and 3 helicopters.  
Tower Fire:  
Size: 12,921 acres Containment: 10%  
Strategy: Full Suppression Situation: Lighting, started Aug. 11  
Location: 17 mi. north of Newport, Wash. and 6 mi. west of Priest Lake, Idaho  
Update: The Tower Fire was very active on Tuesday, at least partially due to lighter 
smoke  
conditions. The containment percentage increased despite the fire showing significant  
movement. Some of the more active areas were on Pyramid Pass and around Brown’s 
Lake.  
Firefighters made significant use of retardant drops in these areas late in the day.  
The Brown’s Lake campground and boat launch have been protected. The fire has 
reached,  
but not crossed, the Cee Cee Ah Road. South of Brown’s Lake, crews again 
successfully  
kept the fire from spreading further southwest. As planned, the fire backed downhill and  
reached the contingency line on the southeast corner.  
The north end of the fire was held at the Squaw Valley Road. Work continued on line  
construction and reinforcement on the east side of the fire. In the Bear Paw area, crews  
concentrated on structure protection.  
Some of the fire perimeter was mapped by helicopter Tuesday, but smoke prevented  
completion of mapping the entire perimeter. The remainder was updated using 
interpretation  
of the most recent infrared data.  
Priest Lake Area: Highway 57 is open to all traffic. All businesses along with Federal 
and State  
Campgrounds at Priest Lake are open.  
There are no mandatory evacuation orders for these fires. If an evacuation order was 



issued, it  
would be called a Level 3 Evacuation Alert, which means it is time to go.  
A Level 2 Evacuation Alert remains for Big Meadow/Squaw Valley. Level 2 means you 
are set  
to leave on very short notice.  
A Level 1 Evacuation Alert remains for the Bear Paw area and the Hwy 57 corridor from 
Priest  
River North. The Level 1 Evacuation for Hwy 57 has been issued because fire 
managers are  
aware that Hwy 57 is the main route south from the Priest Lake community. It is not 
because of  
imminent fire danger to the area. In Level 1, residents should be ready to leave and 
should  
monitor emergency services. Those with special needs, pets, livestock or that need 
transportation  
assistance should take early precautionary movement to relocate.  
For more information, including closures in the area check: 
http://inciweb.nwcg.gov/incident/4508/ 
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