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Population Growth Continued in Idaho’s Cities in 2012

Idaho’s population growth continued to be concentrated in its cities during 2012, but that growth remained limited
as the state economic recovery began to accelerate from a sluggish pace a year earlier.

The U.S. Census Bureau on Thursday estimated the combined population of Idaho’s 200 cities rose 1 percent from
2011 to 2012, the same increase recorded between 2010 and 2011. Eighty-eight cities lost population while 107
gained and five went unchanged. Communities that lost population were up by one from 2011, but the cities were
not all the same.

Statewide, Idaho’s population was up 0.8 percent in 2012, unchanged from the increase in 2011 from 2010. That
means rural population rose just 0.3 percent compared to an increase of 0.4 percent from 2010 to 2011.

The total population of Idaho’s 200 cities was 1.1 million in 2012, or 69 percent of the state total. Rural Idaho’s
population totaled 494,000. In 1990 only 59 percent of the population lived in incorporated cities.

A third of the city population gain in 2012 came in Ada County, where the suburban community of Star posted a 3.4
percent increase. Coupled with population growth rates of 3.3 percent in Meridian and 2.9 percent in Eagle, those
three cities accounted for nearly 3,400 of a 10,500-population increase posted by Idaho’s cities.

Dubois in eastern Idaho recorded the largest population loss at 8.8 percent, dropping from 657 to 599. Salmon was
the largest city to record a significant loss, falling 2.7 percent from 3,128 to 3,044.

Only three of the 22 cities with over 10,000 population posted losses - Rexburg, Mountain Home and Blackfoot.

ldaho City Population

2012 2011 2010 % Chg 2012 % Chg 2011
Idaho 1,595,728 1,583,744 1,570,784 0.8% 0.8%
Aberdeen 1,969 1,996 1,998 -1.4% -0.1%
Acequia 123 124 124 -0.8% 0.0%
Albion 270 269 268 0.4% 0.4%
American Falls 4,421 4,416 4,474 0.1% -1.3%
Ammon 14,199 14,032 13,880 1.2% 1.1%
Arco 942 969 998 -2.8% -2.9%
Arimo 360 359 354 0.3% 1.4%
Ashton 1,091 1,111 1,126 -1.8% -1.3%
Athol 694 696 692 -0.3% 0.6%
Atomic City 29 29 29 0.0% 0.0%
Bancroft 368 370 377 -0.5% -1.9%
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Ucon 1,119 1,116 1,111 0.3% 0.5%

Wallace 780 779 782 0.1% -0.4%

Warm River 3 3 3 0.0% 0.0%

Weiser 5,425 5,470 5,503 -0.8% -0.6%

Weston 436 435 436 0.2% -0.2%

Wilder 1,560 1,545 1,535 1.0% 0.7%

Worley 260 259 257 0.4% 0.8%
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