Tribe increases contributions to state politicians
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The amount of campaign contributions the Coeur d’Alene Tribe has given to Idaho politicians increased dramatically between 2004 and 2010.

While the tribe, which operates several businesses and has about 2,000 employees, has long been a major player in the northern Idaho economy, its spending on political campaigns started increasing in recent years.

In 2004 the tribe gave $4,450 in campaign contributions. Last year the tribe gave state politicians $58,000.

The tribe gave more cash to legislative and statewide candidates in 2010 than several other major Idaho businesses including Potlatch Corporation, the state’s largest private landowner. Potlatch gave $54,000 in campaign contributions in 2010. The timber company gave $32,000 in political contributions for state office seekers in 2008.

The tribe’s 2010 political donations also exceeded the amount given by Simplot, Micron, Idaho Power and Avista n all major Idaho corporations.

The tribe increased campaign contributions by more than 30 percent between 2008 and 2010. In 2008, the tribe gave political candidates $44,000. In 2006 the total was $27,050.

The Coeur d’Alene Tribe gave considerably more in donations in 2010 than other Idaho Indian tribes that gave money for political campaigns. The Shoshone-Bannock Tribe made $2,550 in campaign contributions. The Nez Perce Tribe gave $200.

The Coeur d’Alene Tribe is currently lobbying the legislature for a bill that would give tribal officers authority over non-tribal members on the reservation. Benewah County has been at odds with the tribe over the issue for several years and opposes the legislation. Rep. Dick Harwood said he expects the bill to have a committee hearing Feb. 9. The bill was pulled back from committee Monday for minor modifications but he was told it would be re-introduced this week. Rep. Harwood did not receive any contributions from the tribe.

The tribe gave a total of $6,000 to eight of the 15 members of the Judiciary, Rules, and Administration Committee in 2010; the committee in which the tribe’s bill was introduced.

Members of the committee who received contributions include Richard Wills, Grant Burgoyne, Wendy Jaquet, William Killen, Leon Smith, Mack Shirley, Darrell Bolz and Kathleen Sims.

Lynn Luker, Julie Ellsworth, Phil Hart, Pete Nielsen, Linden Bateman, Shannon McMillan, Christy Perry did not receive campaign contributions from the tribe in 2010.
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2010 Political Donations state races

CDA Tribe $58,000

Potlatch $54,000

Simplot $37,900

Micron $24,750

Id. Power $21,500

Avista $5,300

