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Next Monday I will be 25 1/2 years old. I have been, first by default for being my father's son and later by choice, a professed Republican.

In high school I was one of 10 Republican appointees to serve as a page in the Idaho House and was later presented with an award by then-Congressman C.L. "Butch" Otter honoring my outstanding contributions to the Republican Party.

Recently, however, I've begun to seriously question my affiliation with the Republican Party, local or otherwise. See, I'm nowhere close to agreeing with the Democrats, and I'm too, well, sane to be a Libertarian, Constitutionalist or one of the other many parties. I'm probably best described as an Independent who leans on the side of moderate conservatism.

The Idaho Republican Party has always leaned strongly to the right - I don't dispute that fact. However, in recent years they've become a party of staunch ideologues, so ignorant and narrow minded in their thinking that even the best proposals before the Legislature can't gain traction.

Idaho Republicans pigeon-holed aggressive day care reform for years before finally passing any because they'd like to encourage a way for "mom to stay at home with the kids" - Rep. Tom Loertscher, R-Iona. Rep. Dick Harwood of St. Maries compared mandatory kindergarten legislation as a page torn right from "The Communist Manifesto." Rep. Phil Hart, R-Athol, hasn't paid taxes for years while still collecting a state salary, and Speaker Lawrence Denney, R-Midvale, all but killed a bill this session that would bring Idaho into the new millennium by collecting sales tax for online purchases.

That, my friends, is just a cross section of the Idaho Republican Legislature in action. Why anyone would continue to associate themselves with these clowns is beyond me. 

Except that I have been for my entire life.

So when I read in Vera White's INK column (Daily News, Jan. 29 & 30) that the Latah County Republican Central Committee had announced that radio talk show host Laura Ingraham would be speaking at next month's Lincoln Day Dinner, I was downright livid. One of the key reasons I've maintained my party affiliation as Republican was that Latah County's local party has, for the most part, been a bit more levelheaded than the rest of the state party. To bring Ingraham to the event, in my eyes, damages the county party's "moderate" credentials.

The news triggered a strongly worded e-mail to local party chairman Walter Steed, admonishing him and the rest of the central committee for their decision to bring a bigot such as Ingraham to the Palouse and dramatically resigning from the Republican Party.

Guess what I found out?

In reality Laura Ingraham's "people" have only expressed a very slight interest in attending next month's event and, as of press time, she hadn't even come close to being confirmed. Ingraham was invited to attend by local party faithful Thomas Lawford in his capacity as Lincoln Day chairman and no official vote was had by the entire committee. The more likely guest speaker, according to Lawford, is KXLY-TV's morning host Nadine Woodward.

In the age of Internet gossip blogs and 24-hour cable news it is very easy to rush to judgment and act as judge, jury and executioner before all the facts have been presented - just like I did this weekend. It was only after I painted the entire local party with the "nutcase" brush did I find out that Steed himself says he doesn't listen to Ingraham's program as he finds her too shrill for his tastes.

However, I still stand by my resignation from the party that I submitted to Steed. I think it's best that I give up the label of Republican, if only for a little while. Sure, I'm still a conservative, but I much prefer to approach things from a constructivist standpoint, looking at all parts of the issue and putting them together in a way that works for the greater majority instead of the party platform.

When Idaho's elected officials, regardless of party affiliation, can do the same then perhaps we can move toward real progress in our great state.
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