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JEERS ... to the 15 Republican members of the Idaho House State Affairs Committee who trashed their oath of office Wednesday. 

Led by freshman state Rep. Vito Barbieri, R-Coeur d'Alene, they voted to introduce a bill that would have Idaho refuse to obey the national health care reform package Congress passed last year. 

No legislature in the United States has that kind of authority. The Constitution makes the national government supreme. 

So says Idaho Attorney General Lawrence Wasden's office. So say constitutional scholars. So says American history, which saw nullification - and its ultimate outcome, secession - obliterated in four bloody years of Civil War. 

Barbieri and his renegade colleagues think they know best. 

But how did they miss their own oath of office? 

Each one of them pledged to "support the Constitution of the United States and the Constitution of the state of Idaho. ..." 

Nullification undermines the Constitution. If the states can pick and choose which laws they'll follow, they've shredded the national charter. 

This is flirting with disloyalty at best, anarchy at worst. 

"No state legislator or executive or judicial officer can war against the Constitution without violating his undertaking to support it," a unanimous U.S. Supreme Court wrote in 1958. "Chief Justice [John] Marshall spoke for a unanimous court in saying that: 'If the legislatures of the several states may at will, annul the judgments of the courts of the United States, and destroy the rights acquired under those judgments, the Constitution itself becomes a solemn mockery. ...' " 

If this crew is so hell bent on pursuing their course, let them secede - from public office. 

CHEERS ... to Wasden and his chief deputy, Brian Kane. Never reticent to speak truth to his own Republican Party, Wasden's shop torpedoed the latest Idaho legislative infatuation - refusing to comply with the 2010 national health care law by nullifying it. 

Authored Kane, the opinion methodically takes that idea apart: 
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By the time Idaho was admitted to the union in 1890, the issue of nullification had been settled. 
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The people who organized this state knew that as well. In the state constitution, they wrote: "The state of Idaho is an inseparable part of the American Union, and the Constitution of the United States is the supreme law of the land." 
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In their oath of office, lawmakers "pledge to carry out their duties in a fashion that directly conflicts with ... nullification." 
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"The alpha and omega of nullification theory, in sum, rest upon rejecting the principle that the United States Constitution is the supreme law of the land." 
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"There is no right to pick and choose which federal laws a state will follow." 

Keep in mind, Wasden is challenging the constitutionality of the national health care law. But Wasden is using the tools the Constitution provides him. He's operating in the courts - not in the streets. 

JEERS ... to Idaho Association of Commerce and Industry President Alex LaBeau. Co-chairman of Drive Our Economy, LaBeau claims trucking megaloads of oil equipment from the Port of Lewiston to Montana along U.S. Highway 12 has broad support. 

He cites a Public Opinion Strategies poll to show the shipments draw 52 percent statewide and 67 percent among people living in Clearwater, Idaho, Lewis and Nez Perce counties. 

Those who do this kind of work for a living will tell you something else. 

For instance, the sample size of 400 Idaho adults produces a margin of error of 4.18 percent. 

In other words, Idaho is split on this issue. The level of support could range from 48 percent to 56 percent. 

And the local results are meaningless. A sample size of 150 people in north central Idaho is too small. To get something reliable, you'd have to talk to at least 400 to 500 people in the region. Finally, the pollsters asked a factually inaccurate question: Would people support megaloads moving along the highway between midnight and 6 a.m. 

In fact, the shipments will begin at 10 p.m. and cease by 5:30 a.m. 

CHEERS ...to Washington Rep. Mary Lou Dickerson, D-Seattle. The author of a marijuana legalization bill is a 64-year-old grandmother. But she's making a good point. Instead of fighting a losing war against pot, why not regulate and tax it? 

"I believe that it's a smart way to raise badly needed revenue," Dickerson told the Seattle Times. "It also would at the same time mean that we can focus our law enforcement efforts on more important things." 

Her measure, House Bill 1550, would have the state liquor stores sell pot, so no one under 21 could legally purchase it. The state would limit how much pot could be possessed. Taxes would go toward health care and substance abuse treatment and prevention. 

Washington is going to have this debate one day. It can either do so through an initiative, which is error-prone, or it can have its legislators work through the nuances. 

So give Dickerson credit for starting the process. 

JEERS ... to Idaho schools Superintendent Tom Luna. Before proceeding on his massive reform package - which among other things funds technology in the classroom and merit pay for teachers by eliminating almost 800 teaching jobs and jamming more kids into smaller classrooms - who did Luna consult? 

Not teachers. Not parents. Not administrators. Only the executive committee of the Idaho School Boards Association. Luna cherry-picked the one group in the education coalition that might be predisposed toward weakening the collective bargaining rights of teachers. 

Even then, he was selective. Luna didn't communicate with the broader school board association membership, which later retracted the executive committee's endorsement. 

Whatever Luna is up to, he's not dealing in good faith with educators. - M.T. 

