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JEERS ... to Idaho Sens. Mike Crapo and Jim Risch. You hear a lot of talk from these two Republicans about fighting budget deficits. That is, until it means standing up to Idaho's richest 1.3 percent taxpayers. 

Saturday they joined with 35 of their Republican colleagues to preserve Bush-era tax cuts for individuals earning more than $200,000 or couples making at least $250,000 a year. 

Washington Democratic Sens. Patty Murray and Maria Cantwell voted to end the high-end tax breaks. 

The Senate vote followed the Dec. 2 House action, where U.S. Reps. Mike Simpson, R-Idaho, and Walt Minnick, D-Idaho, also supported continuing payoffs for the rich. Washington Rep. Cathy McMorris Rodgers didn't vote. 

In that case, however, a Democratic majority favored repealing the lucrative break, 234-188. So the Senate vote was key, and people like Crapo and Risch carried the day. 

Your children will repay another $75 billion - plus interest - to the Chinese banks, just to pamper people who are already comfortable. 

Virtually any economist not drawing a consultant's fee from Fox News will tell you funneling government cash into the wallets of the wealthy doesn't ripple through the economy. Trickle down is not economics. It's a political philosophy. 

Individuals with means put their tax windfalls in the bank, the stock market or even spend it on overseas trips. 

Just because Nobel Prize-winning economist Paul Krugman says it doesn't make it any less true. But if you don't trust him, how about the nonpartisan Congressional Budget Office? In examining 11 ways to move the economy forward, it found extending the Bush tax cuts least effective: "Higher-income households ... would probably save [rather than spend] a larger fraction of their increase in after-tax income." 

CHEERS ... to the Nez Perce Tribe. Nimiipuu 101, the tribe's two-day conference held this week, has the look and feel of something profoundly progressive. For two days, tribal leaders came to Lewis-Clark State College and outlined to the broader community how everyone in the valley shares a mutual history, interests and a common destiny. 

When you think about it, the tribe's economic footprint is immense. It's the area's third-largest employer. It's responsible for 30 percent of the fish produced in the Columbia Basin. When it comes to protecting endangered species, the Nez Perce effort eclipses the state of Idaho and the federal government. 

"We're at a time, I think, within our region (where) we need to pool our resources," offered Nez Perce Tribal Executive Committee Chairman McCoy Oatman. 

JEERS ... to Rex Rammell. Only an accused elk poacher could make Idaho County's wolf politics any zanier. 

First the county commissioners declared a local disaster, urging Gov. C. L. (Butch) Otter to violate the federal Endangered Species Act by targeting the wolf for eradication "on sight in Idaho County by any means necessary." 

Then Sheriff Doug Giddings announced a raffle for a rifle and a shovel, called it a ".308 SSS Wolf Pack raffle" and suggested the triple S was not a vigilante-laced acronym for "shoot, shovel and shut-up." 

Now comes Rammell, an unsuccessful gubernatorial candidate with aspirations of ditching eastern Idaho for the north central region. 

Got a wolf probem? Rex has the solution: Start shooting. 

It's all so simple, Rammell says. Enact a wolf eradication ordinance. And transfer fish and game management to counties. 

"If the sheriff would allow me to volunteer to be the point man on this operation, I would love to have the job," Rammell told the Tribune's Eric Barker. 

Sounds like a line from Fort Sumter. 

CHEERS ... to Microsoft co-founder Paul Allen, who last week provided Washington State University $26 million, the single largest contribution in the university's $1 billion fundraising campaign. 

Allen's gift will help fund the construction of the WSU School of Global Animal Health. It matches an earlier $25 million contribution from the Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation. 

The school and its first building will bear Allen's name.In all, WSU is halfway toward meeting the $1 billion benchmark. 

JEERS ... to Lewiston city councilors. Fluoridation of public drinking water is, according to the U.S. Centers for Disease Control, one of the 10 great public health achievements of the 20th century. 

Nice while it lasted. 

Now Lewiston knows better. There is talk of ending the 63-year practice. With the exception of Councilor Thyra Stevenson, that's where the city council seems headed. 

If asked, the dental community would say: 

When infants drink fluoridated water, it promotes stronger, cavity-resistant teeth. 

When children and adults drink fluoridated water, it washes over their teeth and restores calcium that otherwise is depleted by sugar and soda pop. 

Since 1945, most American communities serving 72.4 percent of the U.S. population have opted to fluoridate their water supply. 

Who benefits most? Children who aren't brushing and/or who may not sit in a dentist's chair at all. 

CHEERS ... to Idaho House Speaker Lawerence Denney, R-Midvale. He not only deposed Rigby Republican JoAn Wood - a tool of the trucking industry - as chairwoman of the House Transportation Committee. He then replaced her with a first-class appointment: seven-term state Rep. Leon Smith, R-Twin Falls. 

During the 1990s, Smith joined Lewiston's Mike Mitchell and Jack Combo of Idaho Falls on the state Transportation Board. 

They guided the department through its last successful fuel tax increase and whittled down a large highway and bridge maintenance backlog. 

He's no pushover. Smith stood up to former Gov. Dirk Kempthorne and vigorously fought against financing highway expansion by borrowing against future federal receipts. - M.T. 

