Jack Buell honored

	

	Benewah County Commissioner Jack Buell was recently presented a Spirit of Idaho award by Rep. Dick Harwood. Mr. Harwood presented the award and a flag that had flown at the capitol in Washington D.C. on behalf of Gov. Butch Otter. Gov. Otter presented the awards to those who helped the family of Medal of Honor recipient Vernon Baker. - Kaisie Brede
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Benewah County Commissioner Jack Buell was one of seven individuals or groups in northern Idaho to receive a Spirit of Idaho award for contributions made to the family of late WWII Medal of Honor recipient Vernon Baker.

In addition to monetary support, Mr. Buell donated firewood and assisted during the family’s home improvement project, which was funded completely by private donations.

Following Mr. Baker’s death, an account was established by American Legion Post 143 in Post Falls to help pay for travel arrangements to his funeral at Arlington National Cemetery for Mr. Baker’s wife, Heidy, her daughter, Alexandra Pawlik, and Pawlik’s 10-year-old son, Vernon. More than $20,000 was raised.

In addition to the trip to D.C., the money paid for several improvement projects at the family’s Benewah Valley home, including a new roof and deck.

Others who received a Spirit of Idaho certificate from Sen. Mike Crapo for their support of the Bakers include: American Legion Post 25 in St. Maries, American Legion Post 143 in Post Falls, ElderHelp of North Idaho’s John Corcoran, Small’s Construction and National Guard members Ray Katus and Ken Reiswig. Each also received an American flag that flew of the nation’s capitol.

Sen. Crapo created the Spirit of Idaho award in 2000 to honor individuals or groups that demonstrate a commitment to improving their community and serving their fellow citizens. Since the first award was presented in Twin Falls, Sen. Crapo has presented then to more than 600 individuals.

