In a mess? These three can fix anything
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By Marty Trillhaase of the Tribune 
Embroiled in a scandal? 

Caught breaking the ethical rules? 

Facing a criminal charge? 

Guilty as hell? 

Come to the firm of Rammell, Loertscher and Hart. 

Former Republican gubernatorial hopeful Rex Rammell, state Rep. Tom Loertscher, R-Iona, and state Rep. Phil Hart, R-Athol have pioneered innovative ways to excuse, explain away or just outright stampede any and all allegations of impropriety. 

When a Fish and Game officer catches you with a dead elk with the wrong tags in the wrong zone, consider one of the firm's special tactics. Don't confess. Don't repent. See us. We'll teach you how to: 
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Threaten violence by accusing the officer of threatening violence. "I said, 'You better get your gun out because you're going to have to shoot me if you want this elk,' " 
Rammell says he told Fish and Game. "Question: If I got shot, who threatened who?" 
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Don't read the instructions that go with the elk tag. Blame everybody else: the store clerk who sold it to you. The regulations manual. Lousy type on the tag itself. Your spectacles. (This I-can't-read-the-damned-instructions syndrome is a parental favorite on Christmas mornings.) 

[image: image3.jpg]


When it gets too hot in eastern Idaho, declare the cops a bunch of Nazis. Then alter your base of operations and your issue du jour. Eradicating wolves in Harpster, for instance. 

Which brings us to the Hart defense. 

In the sphere of breaking the rules with impunity, he could be in a class by himself. 

Refusing to pay his income taxes. 

Challenging the government's right to collect income taxes. 

Stealing timber from state lands that sell timber to educate children - and then labeling his partial payment as a "donation." 

Creating his own kind of money. 

Avoiding jail, penalties, interest - and winning a fourth term to the Idaho House at the same time. 

Hart doesn't have to render unto Caesar the things which are Caesar's. 

He is Caesar. 

He's already backed off one legislative ethics panel. Other than suggest a tax scofflaw probably ought not to be writing policy on the House tax panel, the review committee couldn't find any ethics laws that ban cheating on your taxes. 

Now Hart is working on the second review. 

Fellow Republican Rep. Eric Anderson of Priest Lake launched this session, contending a lawmaker shouldn't be stealing timber from the state. 

Guess who's in trouble? 

Anderson. 

House Speaker Lawerence Denney, R-Midvale, warned him about pursuing the ethics investigation. Anderson didn't listen. So he's no longer vice chairman of the House State Affairs Committee. He's also been deprived of a judiciary committee slot he wanted. 

Good news for Hart, who retains his seat on the judiciary committee. Who better to write the criminal statutes? 

Nobody took Hart's vice-chairmanship at Transportation away, either. 

That's pure genius, and no one is better than Loertscher at spinning it. Once Loertscher gets started, even the less astute members of the media can relate. 

Chairman of the ethics panel and now beginning his 23rd year of legislative service, Loertscher voted to shut down the latest probe. Six of his colleagues disagreed. 

"We all have something in our past," Loertscher explained. 

If you don't pay your taxes for 14 years and steal enough public timber to build a private cabin, it doesn't matter - as long as these deeds occurred before you took office. 

We call it the "past is past principle," a real trailblazer in lowering the bar for public trust. It may yet stand out as Loertscher's singular contribution to public affairs in Idaho. 

Come to Rammell, Loertscher and Hart. We can help. 

Unless, of course, you happen to be an Idaho Democrat. 

Hey, we're not miracle workers. - M.T. 

