These new cars are more like computers on wheels
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Once you reach a certain age, maybe it's not a good idea to make major changes too often, such as buying a new car. 

I bought a new car recently. I left the dealership with the ink on my check barely dry and drove to a shopping center, where I went inside to pick up a few things. When I came out of the store I looked around for my car and was shocked that it was not there! I started to panic. Why car thieves would go after a car that was 11 years old when there were all these new models to choose from, I wondered. Then the phrase "new car" kicked in and I realized my mistake. I had forgotten that I had just bought a new car, so I was looking for my old car. 

Even then I had a hard time locating my new car because I couldn't remember what it looked like. We hadn't been together long enough to bond. If it hadn't been for the dealer stickers where the license plates should have been I'd probably be wandering around that shopping mall parking lot still. 

Another thing that's a problem if you haven't bought a new car in awhile is that these are not your daddy's Oldsmobiles. They don't even make Oldsmobiles anymore, do they? What they make now are computers on wheels. There are controls for things that I didn't even know needed to be controlled and ways to control them that are mind boggling. Don't think you can operate a new car by simply turning a key or pushing a knob. Oh, no. It's like operating a space ship. You sit there like Captain Kirk at the head of a multifaceted control panel and punch buttons and give commands and if you know what you're doing the car will respond. If you don't know what you're doing the ejector seat will boost you into outer space. Basically, those of us who have not yet figured out how to program our DVD players ought to forget about owning a new car and just take the bus. 

Fortunately for every new car there's an owner's manual. I used to think people who had to refer to an owner's manual to operate their cars were weak. But now I'm beginning to see that I don't even know how to unlock the door of my car unless I read about it in the owner's manual. 

And that manual is not easy to get through. The first 25 pages or so are all about child restraints followed by another couple chapters on how to use the seat belt. Seriously, if a person in this day and age does not understand how to use a seat belt do we really want them on public highways operating a space-age automobile? 

If I had known that locating my new car in a shopping mall parking lot was the easier problem I'd have with it, I might have thought twice about buying one. 
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