The arrogance of their truth
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Juan Williams has a lot in common with wolves.

And we’re not suggesting that Juan Williams looks anything like a wolf. The point here is the issues surrounding the TV commentator and wolves are somewhat related. As is the EPA’s entrenchment in the Silver Valley does.

Bear with us here, this one comes together eventually.

For those who missed it Juan Williams got fired from his job as a commentator at National Public Radio last week. NPR is the radio network that you and I subsidize with our taxes. The resulting uproar of the firing was predictable, which makes one wonder how the buffoons at NPR who made the decision can keep their jobs.

For whatever reason the great thinkers at NPR figured they had to fire one of their star commentators for making a comment, it caused considerable chatter about freedom of speech. Of course this has nothing to do with freedom of speech.

Stupid?

Oh sure, firing him was dumb as can be. Juan Williams can chatter profusely about whatever topic he chooses, but nobody can make the case that Juan Williams has a “right” to offer his opinion on NPR. This is not about freedom of speech, this is about arrogance. It is the stuff which good liberals foist upon us in abundance on a daily basis.

Take wolves.

Let’s make no mistake. Wolves are not an endangered species. They flourish in Canada, Alaska and elsewhere in the world. The fact there once were very few wolves in the Lower 48 did not happen by accident. Our forefathers killed them because they understand that wolves are destructive. Like ticks, wolves contribute nothing to life except death. (Excluding, of course, the joy all tourists feel when they purchase their first sweatshirt emblazoned with the picture of a wolf.)

Yet despite the havoc wolves wreak, the liberal set insisted they be transplanted to good places like Idaho, Montana and Wyoming. The liberal types did this with support and borrowed-money of the federal government under the auspices of the Endangered Species Act.

Never mind wolves are not endangered. Never mind very few people living in the targeted states wanted the wolves. Never mind all that stuff.

The elite-types just know better than the rest of us.

The arrogance of their thought of what is right for some of us does not apply to everyone. Given the dearth of wolves in Central Park, why do we not transplant wolves there? That is, aren’t wolves as “endangered” in New York City as they once were in Idaho? If we choose to worship at the altar of the Endangered Species Act shouldn’t our praise be consistent?

But while it may be acceptable that wolves roam the outskirts of St. Maries n literally within a hundred yards of the city limits - the liberal set would not accept the same for New York.

It is the arrogance of the “progressive” mindset n never mind what we say makes no sense, never mind that you don’t want it, never mind it may cause damage, never mind that the cost is exorbitant - just do it.

Same logic works for the EPA in the Silver Valley.

Seeing careers where others saw only a job, the good bureaucrats at the EPA want to extend their stay there n for as long as 90 years. There is considerable debate, even given nine decades to do it, what exactly the federal agency could accomplish in the Silver Valley. But whether the job is worthwhile matters little in this debate. Neither does the fact that extending the “cleanup” has met overwhelming opposition from Silver Valley residents.

What matters is that there is money to spend.

Besides, the people raising their families in the Silver Valley simply just don’t know what’s good for them. They are fortunate that there is a government agency that does.

Arrogance again.

Which is really the cause of the Juan Williams brouhaha.

Juan Williams told a television audience that when he saw Muslims boarding a plane it caused him concern. Something Juan Williams now understands he never should have admitted. The group-thinkers at NPR could not allow it to stand unchallenged. Being a leading purveyor of political correctness, they know the world has more to fear from a lumberjack, miner or roughneck than radical Muslims.

So they canned him.

The people at NPR are shell-shocked at the reaction. The firing of Juan Williams has caused irreparable damage to the reputation and credibility of NPR. The fact they did not expect the backlash is just another example of the arrogance.

Arrogance that all people think as they do. Arrogance that when they don’t, something must be done. Arrogance that their view is the only legitimate view.

Diversity, it seems, is important to these liberal types in all things except thought. n DAN HAMMES is publisher of this newspaper.

