Spider bite threatened life of local man
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A spider bite and a cut has caused a flesh-eating disease that threatens the life of a St. Maries resident.

Curtis Osborn, 45, came home sick from work last week and once he got home he called his mother asking for help. His sister, Deb Osborn and niece Tei’Anna responded to his call.

“He said he felt like he was going to pass out at work so he went home,” his sister said. “He came home from work on his own, pushing his bike home. He was so sick that he didn’t even remember how he got home.”

Ms. Osborn picked him up and took him to Benewah Community Hospital where they checked his vitals, conducted some tests and airlifted him to Deaconess Medical Center, where he went straight into surgery.

“When I picked him up his hand and arm were swollen huge,” she said. “He couldn’t keep his eyes open, he seemed very sleepy and had to be led.”

In Spokane the doctors told her it was a flesh-eating disease caused by the combination of the spider bite and the cut on his hand.

“He got the cut on his hand three days earlier while working on his car,” she said. “The two different infections set in and fed off each other creating the flesh eating disease.”

Because the infections had a three-day head start the doctors said there was no way to get ahead of it. The best they could do was clean up behind it and do their best to keep him alive.

“They’ve removed all the skin from his elbow down,” Ms. Osborn said, “leaving the muscle, bone and artery and taking everything else. They still don’t know if that fixed it.”

Mr. Osborn stayed in the ICU for a few days and is now in his own room. They will monitor him closely and see whether they will need to remove any more skin. If the disease doesn’t advance they will prepare him for skin graph surgeries.

“It’s a furious fast growing disease,” Ms. Osborn said. “It starts with the opening in your skin and engulfs you. It’s very resistant. They’ve put a pick line in straight to his heart and are pumping lots of antibiotics into him because the poison sent toxins that began to shut down his organs and made his skin a dark, milky yellow.”

His family is worried about the financial situation Mr. Osborn faces. He works at Potlatch and has two children, Katie (19) and Ryan (17).

“We’re not really sure where he stands as far as insurance goes,” Ms. Osborn said. “He’s got insurance through work at Potlatch but I have no idea what that will cover. I’m pretty sure it won’t cover the LifeFlight, which is like $50,000. Plus, the numerous surgeries needed for skin graphs. The expense is going to engulf him.”

She said she wished he would have participated in a membership program through Medstar that charges $59 per year per family and covers any LifeFlights that may be needed that year.

“An event like this could cause you to lose everything,” she said. “It’s just horrific how it could just wipe you out. Who would have thought a spider bite and a little cut could cause so much trouble.”

To assist him with these expenses, she has started an account at U.S. Bank in St. Maries where people can donate money to help out.

To donate go to U.S. Bank, St. Maries Branch, and inform a teller that you’d like to donate to the Curtis Osborn fund.

