Pastor: Smear of Bouma is 'disgusting'
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By David Johnson of the Tribune 
Lloyd Kneer says he's 'brokenhearted' over postcards depicting Senate candidate as overzealous Christian 





Gresham Bouma... 
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POTLATCH - The pastor of the Freeze Church near here said Tuesday he is outraged over recent political attempts to use his ministry against Republican Gresham Bouma. 

"I am absolutely brokenhearted that anything I have ever said could be used against Gresham Bouma," said Lloyd Knerr. "That bothers me far more than I could ever tell you. It devastates me." 

Bouma, who's running against Democrat Dan Schmidt in the District 6 Idaho Senate race, is a member of the Freeze Church, along with his family. 

Knerr, who describes his church as "just a Bible-believing, Bible-teaching church" of about 75 members, said attempts to smear Bouma for being part of the congregation started perhaps more than a month ago. But the latest salvo, he said, left him at a loss for words. 

"I'm not much of a political animal," Knerr said. "And this whole thing is very distasteful to me, very disgusting." 

Latah County Sheriff Wayne Rausch said Tuesday detectives continue to seek the source of a postcard that pictures Bouma and his wife holding a pitchfork with phrases like "You are not a TRUE Christian and you are on the path to HELL." 

"We've made this a priority," Rausch said of the probe into who mailed the postcards. "This brings politics here to a new low." 

Schmidt denied any link to the postcard. Bouma offered a $1,000 reward for information leading to the identity of the responsible person or persons. And Knerr dismissed any suggestion someone in his church might have done it. 

"As hard as it is to believe, some people took that thing (the postcard) seriously. I can't imagine anybody reading that and not knowing it's a fraud," Knerr said. "That we (members of his church) would send something out like that to promote our church or promote Gresham, that's insanity." 

The postcard, which on the front calls for people to reject "Mormon temples and heretic Catholic Pope and all other false churches as minions of Satan no different from Obama and his unholy mosques," and on the flip side urges people to attend Sunday services at the Freeze Church. 

Knerr declined to say who he thought might be responsible for the postcard, but he criticized people participating on Moscow's Vision 20-20, an Internet community discussion site, for using his sermons to besmirch Bouma. 

"They started finding things in my sermons (which were posted on the church website) that displeased them," Knerr said. "And they take them out of context, twist the wording a little bit, and make it sound like we're all a bunch of narrow-minded bigots spewing hate and venom at the Freeze Church." 

Knerr criticized Vera White, columnist for the Moscow/Pullman Daily News, for fueling the smear campaign. "Vera White continues to pile it on. Basically, she's trying to divide the conservative people in Latah County. Anything she can find to make divisive or make hate with, she used it just in an ugly manner." 

White denounced the postcard and said she would "lead the charge" if she could to find the person or persons responsible. But she stood by her columns. "I certainly stand by what I have written about the good pastor and Freeze Church. It's hard to take someone out of context when you're reading right from his website and the postings of his sermons." 

Whether mailing of the postcard violates any laws remains part of the investigation. The offices of the Idaho secretary of state and attorney general have been notified, as has the postal service, officials confirmed. Possible violations of campaign finance laws, First Amendment issues and slander have been mentioned. 

Knerr said he warned Bouma long ago the political arena can be a rough place. "Gresham came to me before he decided to run," Knerr said. "And this was exactly my misgiving. I said, Gresham, can your family stand up under what is bound to come? The accusations. The slander. The name-calling, all of this is going to affect your family." 

Detectives in the Latah County sheriff's office are asking anyone with information about the postcard to call 208-882-2216. Rausch said investigators already have a number of good leads they are following. 
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