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It must be a simple world that single-issue voters inhabit.

No need to scrutinize candidates across a broad spectrum of topics. No need to sift priorities. No need for nuance.

Just find the candidate, or ballot initiative, that's aligned with your pet issue and fill in the bubble using a No. 2 lead pencil.

It's that easy.

I was reminded of this the other day by my friends at the National Rifle Association. They sent me a big, slick, four-color postcard with the sobering words, "Your Vote Will Decide" printed across the top.

It turns out the NRA flier was a remedial civics lesson. Yep, it reminded me that no one can predict when the next vacancy on the U.S. Supreme Court will occur.

"When it does, the members of the U.S. Senate will vote on the next nominee," the card correctly noted. I should have learned that back in eighth grade, but I probably was smoking in the bathroom.

"Your vote in this election could make the difference between keeping our freedoms or losing them," the NRA card said before adding, ominously: "We need a Senator who will oppose anti-gun nominees to the Court."

Holy smokes, Zeke! They're coming for your guns!

Fortunately, the NRA postcard offered some guidance.

"On November 2, vote freedom first. Vote Dino Rossi for U.S. Senate."

Got that class?

The U.S. Senate may - or may not - have to confirm a Supreme Court nominee in the next few years. If it does, the NRA is confident that Dino Rossi will stand tall against gun-snatching nominees.

The NRA flier doesn't say anything about Rossi's opponent, Patty Murray, but the implication is clear: She doesn't have the firepower to oppose a Supreme Court nominee who's soft on the Second Amendment to the U.S. Constitution.

I'm not 100 percent positive where Patty Murray stands on gun ownership, (but I do know she's been unusually responsive to America's military veterans). And I know even less about the Second Amendment proclivities of as-yet unidentified Supreme Court nominees who might, someday, seek confirmation from the U.S. Senate.

So it's all pretty speculative.

But the NRA is focused on a single issue. And it wants me, and any other Washington voters who'll listen, to cast their ballots solely on this tortured logic.

Some people undoubtedly will obey.

Single-issue voters.

They are amazingly easy to round up and stampede over an electoral cliff. The classic examples involve divisive social issues, such as abortion or homosexuality, but there's no shortage of others - including gun-control, daylight-saving time and taking the United States off the gold standard.

I watched a couple of friends - well-educated, high-functioning guys - throw their votes away in 2008 because they feared Barack Obama would take away their guns. Now fast-forward to today: Obama is president and neither of these guys has had so much as a squirt gun confiscated by federal agents.

Maybe I'm missing something because, after all, I'm a firearms owner too. My gun safe contains several fine old shootin' irons. So maybe I should heed the NRA's advice and "vote my guns."

No, that's too shortsighted because there are so many other, larger issues in play these days. Issues such as:

[image: image1.png]


Reasonably priced health insurance for small businesses and self-employed workers.
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Ensuring adequate revenue to support essential public services, particularly education. 
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Shepherding the U.S. economy back to health so you and I, hopefully, can afford to retire someday.
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Safeguarding publicly owned natural resources from value-extractors who would privatize the profits and socialize the costs.

That's my list. Yours probably is different, but that's of little consequence. The important thing is to be an informed, discerning and frequently skeptical voter.

Don't let a single entity - be it the NRA, The Wilderness Society, or your pastor in the pulpit - make up your mind for you. Make up your own mind, then cast your ballot accordingly.

William Brock lives in Pullman.

