Expose the postcard lie, do not silence the liar
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If the perpetrator behind it can be exposed, by all means do so. 

And if that person has violated postal or Idaho's campaign finance disclosure laws, then he should answer for it. 

But let's be clear: However deplorable the practice is, lying about a politician is no crime. In fact, it's your right as an American. 

The First Amendment to the Constitution says so. 

During the weekend, Latah County residents went to their mail boxes and collected a postcard purporting to come from Bouma's friends. It carried a picture of Bouma and his wife Wendy posing in the style of the "American Gothic" painting. 

And it contained this shrill, divisive text: 

"You are not a TRUE Christian and you are on the path to HELL. Voting for Bouma and (Latah County commission candidate (David) McGraw is not enough. 

"You must reject your blashphemous (sic) Mormon Temples and heretic Catholic Pope and all other false churches as minions of satan no different from Obama and his unholy mosques. 

"You must join us as True Believers or be struck down like Paul Agidius and Gary Schroeder and Barrett Schroeder and their Devil Schools." 

After targeting Mormons, Catholics, Muslims, Democrats and moderate Republicans, the postcard went one better. It fraudulently attributed itself to Bouma's campaign, listing its address. 

For good measure, it then invited the recipient to attend Bouma's church. 

As dirty tricks go, this one is ruthless, cunning and cowardly. 

Listing a false address may be crime. Not registering a third-party campaign with Idaho's secretary of state may violate the state's Sunshine Law. 

But the best remedy is setting the record straight. 

Fortunately, in this case, the smear came early enough to enable Republicans and Democrats time to do just that. 

Bouma and his Democratic opponent, Dan Schmidt, condemned the mailer. 

Joining them were Walter Steed, Latah County Republican Party chairman, and David Nelson, the Democratic chairman. 

So did the pastor of Freeze Community Church, Lloyd Knerr. 

Latah County voters aren't feeble minded. They're the best antidote to a political slur - an informed, educated electorate. They're able to see through the postcard hoax. 

Here's hoping the perpetrators will be found. Perhaps they can be held to account for a technical postal or campaign finance statute violation. If nothing else, they're entitled to a fair heaping of public ridicule. 

If Bouma has been falsely pegged as a religious bigot, expose the lie. Silencing the liar, however, proceeds down a dangerous path. 

Inevitably, silencing one sorehead creates the temptation to silence others. 

What's next? 

Who's to say if Congressman Walt Minnick is lying about his Republican rival Raul Labrador's immigration law practice? 

Or whether the National Republican Senatorial Committee has lied about Washington Democratic Sen. Patty Murray's vote in favor of George W. Bush's Wall Street bailout package? 

Or if the writer of a letter to the editor has distorted a county commissioner's record? 

The voters, that's who. 

Not the cops. 

Not the prosecutors. 

Certainly not the politicians. - M.T. 

