Rod Erickson learned to yodel from a Gonzaga opera instructor.

For a while, in the late 1960s and early 1970s, his string of yodel hits topped country and pop charts and took him to places such as Nashville, and on tour with Johnny Paycheck, Stringbean and Grandpa Jones.

The Canadian-born Erickson was an electrician before he took his guitar on the road in the late 1960s. He played around the West, ending up at Spirit Lake's Fireside Lodge in 1970 where he played for $20 a night.

He liked it there and made Spirit Lake his home base, eventually buying the tavern and eatery that he still operates with his wife, Nancy.

The album cover of his hit “She Taught Me How to Yodel” is pinned to the wall behind the Fireside's stage where Erickson, 72, hangs the heels of his black boots from a high stool as he strums, picks and tells stories, knocking out a few yodels as he plucks his guitar.

Stories. He admits there are too many to recount. 

Names too: Left Frizzel, George Jones, Tammy Wynette and others.

“It’s too long to list,” he says.

Erickson is among people photographed as part of the "Neighbors," exhibit at The Coeur d'Alene Library through Sept. 30.

He joined the Cowboy Poetry circuit in the 1980s and he and Nancy travel a lot to cowboy poetry gatherings from Texas to 

Saskatchewan.

And he entertains. With a plaintiff singing voice, he continues to follow the advice he was given years ago: Playing music and telling stories on stage is not a performance, he was told.

“The number one thing is having fun and meeting with people,” he says. “You’re up there having a good time and just sharing.”

