Otter agrees to Boise forum
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Governor declined Lewiston debate 





Butch Otter... 
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The same day he declined to participate in a live debate in Lewiston, Idaho Gov. C.L. (Butch) Otter agreed to take part in a radio call-in show in Boise. 

Andrew Paul, program director for 670 KBOI radio, said Otter will spend an hour with host Nate Shelman the afternoon of Oct. 7, taking questions from a live audience as well as via telephone. He'll be followed by Democratic gubernatorial nominee Keith Allred and independent candidate Jana Kemp. 

All three candidates had been scheduled to take part in a debate at the Lewiston Community Center the evening of Oct. 7. Otter's campaign, however, cancelled his participation Monday morning. 

The debate was sponsored by the Lewiston Tribune, Moscow-Pullman Daily News and KLEW-TV. 

Otter spokesman Ryan Panitz said the governor never committed to participating in the debate here. He declined to explain why Otter wouldn't come, other than to say he felt four other debates in Idaho Falls, Caldwell and Boise provided sufficient opportunities for people to hear the candidates' views. 

Tribune reporter Kathy Hedberg, who was coordinating the event, said Otter campaign manager Debbie Field did give her a verbal confirmation on July 16 that the governor would attend. Field did not return phone calls and offered no explanation for the decision to bypass Lewiston. 

Paul said he had an open invitation with Otter's office, asking if there was any day when the governor could fit in an appearance on Shelman's show. He received an e-mail Monday night saying Otter had some time Oct. 7. 

Allred and Kemp did not confirm their availability for the show until Wednesday afternoon, he said, after the Lewiston debate was cancelled. 

Otter's office did not return a phone call regarding his schedule for Oct. 7. Allred said if it's simply a scheduling issue, he's willing to work with Otter to find a new date for a Lewiston debate. 

