Thanks for getting back to me. The point is Shock's role as a part of this community - and how your choice alienates a large segment of that community. So be it. I do appreciate that you responded -- Beth Bollinger

 

In a message dated 8/20/2010 9:39:44 A.M. Pacific Daylight Time, brady.k.nelson@gmail.com writes: 

Thank you for your concern. As you can clearly see, there is no way to invite everyone worthy of honorary captain to do so in this game.  The fact is I don't know Patty Murray and presumably she does not know of the Shock. In five years and 4 championship games I have never heard from her. I have received letters and notes from other politicians including Dino Rossi offering congratulations. Dino Rossi is an entrepreneur, like myself and I respect his willingness to stand up for what he feels is the right thing to do. Anyone who serves in public office or runs for office deserves due respect. 

His story is a story of perseverance that is inspiring to business leaders. 


Brady Nelson 

Owner

Spokane Shock


On Aug 20, 2010, at 8:58 AM, Bethatlaw@aol.com wrote: 

My name is Beth Bollinger. I live here in Spokane. I just learned that you are giving Dino Rossi the honor of being honorary captain and doing the coin toss tonight at the championship game, as a congratulatory pat-on-the-back for getting through the primary and on to the general election this week. Presumably you have not invited Patty Murray (the other general election candidate) to do the same - and this is the last game of the season, so there will be no chance to do anything more.

 

A big idea of the Shock, or any sports team, is to make everyone a part of the community - not to isolate the team into one political party over the other. But the Shock in particular has done this phenomenal job of bringing Spokane together. Can't you see how favoring one politician over another - twice, now, as I understand it - can isolate people away from your organization? 

 

I'm not one of your fans that goes to every game. But I'm a big fan, and pay close attention to how you do, always rooting for a great season. Before now, I'd read articles about the Shock, and watch Shock players out in the community, and be excited and supportive, and even brag a little to people from other cities, about how great this team was - the team spirit - the community spirit...

 

Now when I read an article, or see your name somewhere, I'll have to think, "oh yeah, this is the team that excluded Patty Murray."

 

To me, this isn't about the candidate. It's about the idea of team spirit, and how the Shock has built something so exciting in Spokane, that was about inclusiveness. I expected something different from you guys.

 

Just thought you might want to know.

 

Sincerely,

 

Beth Bollinger

