THOMAS CONNOLLY, S.J., My Turn

In a recent article, the chair of the North Idaho Citizens Alliance expressed the goals of NICA as "assisting those who have suffered infringements of their real or personal property rights as provided for under the Constitution." This statement omits mention of NICA's total opposition to the "real and personal property rights of the Coeur d'Alene Indians," as provided for by the Constitution, federal treaties and agreements, Acts of Congress, Supreme Court decisions, and the Constitution of Idaho itself.

The American "federal system" is designed to include many interrelated levels of jurisdiction: federal, state, county, municipal, and also federally recognized Indian tribes. There is often a struggle for dominance among these overlapping layers of jurisdiction, such a "state's rights" versus "federal rights." But these issues are eventually decided by clarifying legislation, court decisions or cooperative agreements.

Any map clearly shows the borders between Washington and Idaho, also the borders between the counties of northern Idaho, also the borders of the Coeur d'Alene Indian Reservation. Anyone owning or purchasing property within these various boundaries should realize that they are subject to certain obligations within these various jurisdictions. Washington residents with properties in Idaho know that they are bound by taxes, laws and regulations of these legal entities, regardless of whether they are entitled to actually vote in these legal entities.

Indian tribes were once impoverished, ignored, disrespected and lost many of their real and personal property rights. But now, with federal support, Supreme Court decisions, and newly gained economic power they are finally able to demand respect for their formerly ignored rights. Unfortunately, those like NICA who want to continue to keep tribes down have organized to seek to prevent them from exercising their long-suppressed rights.

In a simple recent instance, Benewah County might need additional law enforcement for its civic events. If fully trained and certified enforcement officials were to be temporarily used from Kootenai County, nothing would ever be said. But if there's a possibility of temporarily using equally fully trained and certified enforcement officials from the nearby Coeur d'Alene Tribe, a huge uproar is raised by NICA against any possible recognition or cooperation with an Indian tribe.

Tribal policy is to not cite non-Indians into tribal court for any criminal offenses, and "cross deputization" with Kootenai County has proven to be a mutually agreeable relationship. But NICA bullies and threatens Benewah County with their anti-tribal diatribes to prevent any harmonious relationships between the tribe and the county.

We clearly see the continuing effects of our historical myth of "manifest destiny" to subdue anyone or anything that might also have a right to "equal but different" rights. If the North Idaho Citizens Alliance to "protect property rights" had been alive in the 1900's, it's extremely doubtful that they would have supported the Coeur d'Alenes' property rights against the government's use of eminent domain to seize land from the reservation for the growth of Harrison, or for seizing 40 acres of Indian land for the St. Maries' Woodlawn Cemetery, or for seizing 8,000 acres of Indian- settled land at Chatcolet for a state park, or for seizing 640 acres of reservation land for the University of Idaho. It would be interesting to see NICA drop their bigotry and take a stand in support of "any" tribal rights within their federally recognized reservation boundaries.

Our great motto of "e pluribus unum" (one from many) invites us to form a united country without totally extinguishing its many federally recognized parts. We are still many separate constitutional entities in north Idaho, including federally recognized Indian tribes and their reservations. Perhaps one day we will be able to live a real unity of minds and hearts, without trying to weaken or destroy any of our constituent parts.

