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A Quarter of Idaho’s Cities Lost Population in 2009

Fifty-two of Idaho’s 200 cities lost population between mid-2008 and mid-2009, up from the 45 posting losses in
2008 but still well below the number of cities that experienced population losses following the 2001 recession.

The U.S. Census Bureau on Tuesday estimated the total population of Idaho’s incorporated cities on July 1, 2009 at
1,056,669, an increase of just under 1.3 percent from July 1, 2008. The population outside those 200 cities
rose just 1 percent to almost 490,000. Statewide population grew a recession-slowed 1.2 percent, the smallest
annual population gain since the 2000 census.

Although a quarter of Idaho cities posted population declines, those losses were limited. The largest was 84 in
Mountain Home, which at more than 12,000 was the largest city and the only one over 10,000 to suffer a
decline. The cumulative loss for the 52 cities was just 695.

That compared to 90 cities that lost a cumulative total of nearly 1,500 between mid-2001 and mid-2002 during
the last recession and its initial aftermath. Another 16 had no growth.

Possibly the biggest difference between the two recessionary periods in terms of mobility was housing.
Residential real estate essentially held its value during and after the 2001 recession while the implosion of the
housing market that led to the current recession depressed values, in many cases below mortgage levels,
leaving a surplus of homes hanging over the market and making it financially difficult if not impossible for
people to move.

Twenty-three cities that lost people from mid-2007 to mid-2008 showed population increases from mid-2008 to
mid-2009 despite the recession deepening in Idaho during those 12 months. The other 22 that lost population in
2008 lost more in 2009 and were joined by 30 cities that posted declines after seeing population rise during the
initial months of the recession that began in December 2007.

The largest increase was in Meridian, which grew more than 2,100 or 3.2 percent and remained the state’s
third largest city behind Boise and Nampa.

The only change in the top 10 cities was marked by Idaho Falls gaining nearly 1,000 people to become the
fourth largest city, passing Pocatello, which gained fewer than 100 to settle in fifth.

Population of Idaho Cities, 2009 and 2008

Rank Change Growth Rank Change Growth
by from from by from from
2009 Change 2008 2008 2008 Change 2007 2007
28,26
Idaho 1,545,801 - 18,295 1.20% 1,527,506 - 1 1.89%
Aberdeen 1,775 66 14 0.80% 1,761 167 -2 -0.11%
Acequia 140 105 3 2.19% 137 129 1 0.74%
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