
User: kathrynsm Time: 1235883098 Product: REVIEW Pub Date: 03-01-2009 Zone: Main Edition: 1 Page: OPINION@2

The Spokesman-Review March 1, 2009 ! Sunday ! Page B9

ROUNDTA B L E
L E T T E R S • F E E D B A C K • C O M M E N T A R Y

Health board member bluffing
“No participation, no dollars,” threatened

Spokane Valley Councilman Bill Gothmann.
He was testifying against Senate Bill 5812,
which would reform the governance of the
Spokane Regional Health District by putting
public health stakeholders in the majority on
the health board (“Officials clash over health
board,” Feb. 24). 

In my opinion, an elected official who
would jeopardize funding public health over
better governance is no different than one
who would withhold funding from police or
fire for improving their practices. Public
health is a fundamental governmental public
safety function that should be vigorously
supported by our elected officials.

Gothmann is bluffing, anyway. The city of
Spokane Valley does not provide funding to
the Spokane Regional Health District.
Washington state law makes counties the
local jurisdiction responsible for funding
public health agencies. The funding law has
nothing to do with SB 5812. 

Kim Marie Thorburn
Spokane

Leaders’ pay should tumble
In last Sunday’s paper, Babette Banducci of

Coeur d’Alene wrote that presidents are
worth the money we pay them. I disagree
with huge payments to government officials.
For one thing, it puts them out of touch with
the day-to-day reality the rest of us are facing,
ballooning their egos and making them
believe they are worth all that. The money
comes right from many people who can ill
afford it. 

After considerable thought, I believe
elected officials, who are there to “serve,”
should take a vow of poverty, while in office,
having only their basic needs and needs to
fulfill the job taken care of. We elect them to
serve, not to profit. Is there any politician you
can recall who didn’t say during the election
process he or she was going to serve the
needs of the people? 

They need to set the example for integrity.
They are not doing so. Gregoire comes to
mind also. What good did her recent trip to
Iraq do for our troops? It was a convenient
excuse for travel.

Becky A. McPherson
Valley, Wash.

Kids deserve voters’ support 
In economic times like the present it is easy

to reject any new or replacement taxes.
However, supporting our public schools is an
investment in the future of Spokane. 

I feel fortunate to have attended school and
taught in Spokane. I have seen what a
difference a new school has made to the
students of Rogers High School where I
teach. 

As I approach the age of 59, some of my
body parts need replacement. So do the
schools of Spokane. I went to Ferris when it
was new and there were cracks in the walls at
that time. The campus design looked great
but is not practical. There were portables at
Jefferson when I went there and my friend
and I set up the tables in the gym so it could
become a cafeteria. This same procedure
takes place today.

The Spokane community has always
supported public education. I am asking you
to step up to the plate again during these
tough economic times and show the children
in Spokane that they will get the modernized
facilities they deserve.

Nancy L. Carlson
Spokane

Preserve education heritage
I was born and raised in Spokane, and I live

in the same neighborhood as I did growing
up. My son attends one of the elementary
schools slated for replacement upon approval

of the March 10 bond/levy measure. My
husband is also employed by Spokane Public
Schools. 

I intend to vote “Yes” on the bond/levy, not
only for these reasons but also because in
these challenging economic times, when the
choices for investing my hard-earned money
are mostly dismal, I’m choosing an investment
with more than personal monetary gain. It’s
an investment in my neighborhood, my
community and my son’s education. The
returns on that investment: priceless.

As generations of parents have done before
us, for us, please join me in voting “Yes” and
renewing the commitment the people of
Spokane have made to our children and our
future.

Lisa Lasswell
Spokane

School funding no help
Looking at the ads for the school levy I

noticed how quickly they took advantage of
the “stimulus” concept. Just read the ads and
listen to the statements. Millions to our
economy “when it’s most needed.” Thousands
of jobs created – 4,600-plus if the numbers
are to be believed. The problem is it isn’t true.
A quick look at the Spokesman front page
shows the lie. No new projects until 2011 and
only one at a time up to 2015. We do,
however, get those nasty millions of dollars
out of our economy right now.

Do our schools need help? Probably. Will
continuing to throw money at them improve
them? Not likely. I recently got a flier from
my daughter’s school showing a drop in
WASL math scores from 72 percent passing in
2003-04 to 28 percent passing in 2007-08.
Writing down from 50 percent to 48 percent.
Reading from 77 percent to 58 percent. This
funding hasn’t helped in the last five years. I
say drop it and put the money back into the
community where we need it most. Maybe it
will help create some jobs in 2009.

Don Hearn
Spokane

Doctor has helped veterans 
I have grown increasingly concerned with

the tone recent articles have taken about
suicides by veterans treated at our facility
(www.visn20.med.va.gov/Spokane). Suicide is
devastating for all involved. It is an
irrevocable decision that forever alters
families, and leaves friends and family
members consumed with guilt and a long list
of “what ifs.”

The provider identified in your paper (“VA
withholds doctor’s record,” Feb. 18) has
worked here for six years. He is one of seven
psychiatrists who treat veterans suffering
from post-traumatic stress disorder,

depression and other significant mental
illnesses. He has helped hundreds of veterans,
is a dedicated provider and is extremely
committed to his patients. 

When the 2008 suicides occurred, Dr.
Brown was assigned to Spokane’s inpatient
psychiatric service. This means that he
regularly came in contact with the most
troubled veterans. A tragic and often
unacknowledged reality is that depression and
PTSD can become chronic conditions that,
like other chronic illnesses, may lead to
increased mortality. It is also important to
note that those who have been psychiatrically
hospitalized have a higher rate of suicide than
those who have not. Therefore, although Dr.
Brown had contact with some of the veterans
who later took their lives, the innuendo that
he was responsible for these deaths is
irresponsible.

Sharon Helman
Director, Veterans Administration Medical Center

Spokane

Tell the truth about studs
It would not trouble me nearly as much to

have my studded tires banned if the
justification was not grounded in the same
disingenuous argument that insults everyone’s
intelligence, or, at least, if new or original
thought advanced the debate. 

I can’t say it often enough: The primary
reason most people buy studded tires is to
avoid getting stuck going up Spokane’s South
Hill, or even through many flat intersections
where the torque of accelerating or braking
vehicles has polished snow into ice. Stopping
quicker is just a sidebar.

I’m especially dismayed that Sen. Marr is
backing this subterfuge, because I thought
he’d lived here long enough to know better,
and because my wife, who knows him
personally, is otherwise impressed by him.

The other dishonest argument is about
saving concrete roads from studs, when the
problem is really substandard asphalt that
fails more not only under studs but during hot
summer weather! Can’t we handle the truth
as adults?

Philip J. Mulligan
Spokane

Assessments not ‘true, fair’ 
Re: letter from the deputy assessor, Feb. 22: 
When I was on legislative staff in Olympia,

I was always perplexed by the assessors
whose idea of “reform” was additional ways
to increase and hold assessments. This was
always done “in fairness to taxpayers and to
reduce inconsistencies.” 

The deputy strikes at the very problem
underlying the current assessment system,
which is his comment about “current

assessments are established by prior year’s
sales.” 

The law requires assessment at 100 percent
of true and fair value. Today, “value” in the
case of residential property is
marked-to-market. It isn’t about assessed
value or appraisal. If a literal interpretation is
used about “true and fair” value, then it is the
here and now, not last year. 

Like many people now, I cannot sell my
home for assessed value and find it highly
unlikely the assessor will recognize what is
the beginning of a probable significant home
price sales drop. 

Then, there is the probable looming impact
of foreclosures and repossessed properties
which eventually have to be sold. So, an
assessment system functioning under a true
and fair value method must recognize
marked-to-market and reflect these changes
as market changes occur. Otherwise, it isn’t
true and fair!

Douglas Pullen
Liberty Lake

Greed in the eye of beholders
Now in regard to the “Corporate greed”

letter of Feb. 22, Mr. Robinson, I would agree
with you that most or all the stimulus money
will make it to corporate coffers in one form
or another, but just who is the greedy?
Corporations in most cases earn money and
pay employees and stockholders, money that
goes back to the economy, real stimulus. 

I would argue that the real greed is a
population that has the mindset of “the
government should do more for me so I can
have more,” forgetting that we are
government. What we should be saying in
these times is “What more can I do?” Eight
hundred billion dollars over four years sounds
like a lot till you realize our GDP is
$14 trillion a year. 

We need real stimulus. Let the system
work. Let the banks and others that got into
this mess go under and let the ones that can
do a better job take over that business. In the
long run, this is the cure. Get government out
of the banking business. Forcing banks to
make loans they would not make if left on
their own is what got us here.

Gail Gerlach
Spokane

Stand up against spending
I just want to say thank you to the

Republicans, including our Rep. Cathy
McMorris Rodgers, for standing firm against
the stimulus bill. It is bad legislation and it is
unfortunate that our two senators didn’t see it
that way. 

I have written to both of them and told
them that it is like saying you “need” to buy a
car and go to the dealer and tell them that
you want to buy a $25,000 car and the dealer
adds $10,000 of extras on the car that you
don’t need or want and then you pay the
$35,000 for it because you “need” it. 

It is crazy what is going on in Washington,
D.C. Keep the faith, Republicans, and remain
on the side of the American taxpayer.

Dennis Scott
Liberty Lake

LETTERS PAT OLIPHANT

For more news and views of North Idaho
and the Pacific Northwest, plus a chance
to throw in your own 2 cents, go to The

Spokesman-Review’s Web site and
check out Huckleberries Online at
spokesmanreview.com/blogs/hbo. In
his blog, Associate Editor D.F. Oliveria

provides links and opinions on a range of
local and regional stories. Also, he
serves as gatekeeper for a talented
group of bloggers and commenters.

To read additional commentary, go to
spokesmanreview.com/blogs and look
under “Current blogs.”

MORE ON THE WEBTHE BLOGOSPHERE

Letters policy
The Spokesman-Review invites original letters

of no more than 200 words on topics of public
interest. Unfortunately, we don’t have space to
publish all letters received, nor are we able to
acknowledge their receipt. We accept no more
than one letter a month from the same writer.
Please include your daytime phone number and
street address. The Spokesman-Review retains
the non-exclusive right to archive and republish
any material submitted for publication.

Send letters to:
Letters to the Editor
The Spokesman-Review
999 W. Riverside Ave.
Spokane, WA 99201
E-mail: editor@spokesman.com
Fax: (509) 459-3815
Questions: (509) 459-5466

Anita Koch boarded a Northwest
Airlines flight in Spokane on Tuesday
afternoon and flew halfway around
the world to her son’s bedside in an
intensive care unit in Bahrain.

Koch slipped into an alternate
reality shortly after the beginning of
the new year. She received a call that
her 36-year-old son, Jay R. Olsen,
had been hit by a car in Bahrain.
Since then, she’s flown back and
forth between the U.S. and the
Middle East, and searched
relentlessly for a way to evacuate her
son to an American hospital.

For middle-class Americans who
grew up in the 1950s and ’60s, it
seemed that most of the world’s
perils could be mitigated with a good
insurance policy and a U.S. passport.
Today, in this era of globalization, it’s
the adventures of our children that
force us to drop our delusion of
American invincibility. Now it’s clear

we not only share the
riches, but also the
risks, of the entire
globe. 

Koch, a managing
executive for personal
lines at Payne
Financial Group Inc.,

tucked her emotions away to support
her son with calmness and focus. Her
own family physician, Dr. Jim
Bingham, says she’s so steady that if
his plane were going down over the
Hudson River, he’d want Sully
Sullenberger at the controls and
Anita Koch next to him in the exit
row.

She has long been proud of her
bright, gregarious son, a 1990 Shadle
Park High School graduate who
received two congressional
nominations to the U.S. Military
Academy. After he graduated from
West Point, he served in the Army

for two years in Germany. In 1996
President Bill Clinton downsized the
military, and Olsen and many of his
classmates were released early from
their Army commitments.

Olsen traveled to Korea to teach
English. Last summer he moved to
Saudi Arabia to teach business classes
at Dammam Community College in
Dhahran. His Korean-born wife, Woo
Young, and their 8-year-old son,
Joshua, planned to move to Saudi
Arabia in late January to join him.

But on New Year’s Day, Olsen was
visiting Bahrain, which is connected
by a causeway to Saudi Arabia. That
evening, as he crossed a busy arterial,
a car struck him. His injuries were so
severe that his mother flew to join
him on Jan. 7. She was there when
surgeons amputated his right leg
above the knee.

Olsen received free medical care
from Bahrain’s government-funded
health care system. His mother found
support from a large, compassionate
Bahrainian family she met in the
hospital waiting room.

This winter Olsen remained in
Bahrain, sedated on a ventilator and
fighting a serious infection caused by
a strain of bacteria called
acinetobacter. In December the
Infectious Diseases Society of
America released a report warning
that drug-resistant acinetobacter

baumannii is becoming as severe a
threat as methicillin-resistant
Staphylococcus aureus, or MRSA.
Wounded soldiers from Iraq and
Afghanistan, the report said, are
bringing these bacteria home with
them.

Doctors in both countries urged
Koch to fly her son back to the U.S.
for treatment that might not be
available in Bahrain. But his Saudi
health insurance did not cover a
medical evacuation to the States.

Koch and her family contacted the
U.S. Embassy in Bahrain, politicians’
offices, and the U.S. Department of
Defense. They checked with every
organization they could think of,
from the Red Cross to West Point
alumni. But over and over they were
told that because Koch was a veteran,
not an active-duty military member,
he wasn’t eligible for military
transport. He was on a ventilator,
and he needed to fly on a medical
plane with specialized equipment and
a critical-care air-transport team. The
cost, ranging anywhere from
$125,000 to $300,000, would fall to
Olsen’s family.

“We’ve done as a family everything
we can for Jay,” his mother said. “It’s
in God’s hands now.” 

When Koch called Bingham to talk
over her son’s condition, she heard
her doctor’s voice dissolve with tears.

“It just struck me how horrible this
situation is,” Bingham said. “It just
breaks your heart.”

Last week, as Koch arrived in
Bahrain, she found her son’s
temperature had climbed to 104
degrees, and Bahrainian surgeons
were preparing to operate on his leg
once more. Koch’s colleagues
gathered donations, and Sen. Patty
Murray’s office offered to look into
the situation. 

But on Saturday afternoon, the
word came back to Spokane: Jay
Olsen died late that morning. His
body will likely be flown back to the
United States in the next few days.

Koch sent an e-mail from Bahrain.
“He loves to take journeys,” she
wrote. “He is taking this one before
all of us, but we will be with him
again one day.”

The rest of us are left to
contemplate how Americans in this
era are no longer immune to the
dangers of the rest of the world.
Perhaps, of course, we never really
were.

Jamie Tobias Neely, a former
associate editor at The
Spokesman-Review, is now an
assistant professor of journalism at
Eastern Washington University. She
may be reached at
jamietobiasneely@comcast.net.

JAMIE TOBIAS NEELY

Tragedy in Bahrain 
a reminder of perils
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Close call restored reality
There has been much hubbub among

the road cycling community on the South
Hill recently regarding “sharing the road.”
The perception is some of the road cyclists
have decided not to “share the road” with
others. 

Well, luckily the voice of common sense
has risen among the ranks of the “roadies”
to tongue lash, or maybe the right word is
challenge, the perceived offenders and the
South Hill cycling community to ride
more responsibly. And for a while, I
thought that peace might just break out
between the roadies and motorized folks. 

That was until my wife and I were
almost run down by a car turning left on
High Drive. 

I swerved just in the nick of time.
Reality has once again raised its ugly head
and I’m left with the knowledge that just
as there will be some jerks behind steering
wheels, there will probably be some
behind handlebars as well, and my best
hope is that the majority of cyclists and
motorists will share the road with respect
for each other and take a little extra time
and courtesy. I know that I will try harder
and I hope that you will as well.

Frank Otto 
Spokane

Payment to tribes overdue
While the U.S. government under the

present administration is making cautious
and hopefully successful efforts,
worldwide, to promote peace and
dialogue, it would be a wonderful and long
overdue gesture to release the monies,
that this government owes, to the Native
American tribes that have long been
waiting for what is rightfully due to them.
This payment, more so than for any other
payment, deserves to be paid in full.

Ken R. Brown
Spokane

Elderly day center service vital
Hats off to Jim Lippold, the executive

director of Providence Adult Day Health
centers who, despite cut-offs in state
funding for the elderly day centers, has
“upheld the mission of Providence to
reach out to the poor and vulnerable in
Spokane.” 

My father is one of those 88-year-old
widowers who sadly does not have much
to look forward to day in and day out. The
day center is a huge part of his life. He not
always enjoys the trip to and from the day
center but the loving care of the
Providence staff and the social interaction
with the other seniors his age. 

He gets a little exercise, enjoys lunch,
and they always have fun activities
planned. This is absolutely an invaluable
service to those who have served our
country in wars and in many other ways,
and we should not forget them in their
later years of life. 

What a breath of fresh air that there are
organizations in our city that truly care
about our elderly and not just the almighty
dollar. 

Bobbi J. White
Greenacres

Clark unbeatable
Obviously, one unfortunate reader has

failed miserably attempting to read
through your newspaper lines for
negatives which simply do not exist
(“Clean out your desk, Clark,” letters, May
30).

Our family was elated over the pending
changes which, to us, seemed destined to
only bolster an already dynamic Doug
Clark résumé.

Effective, vibrant, colorful and
improved each describe a Clark attribute
that could have easily been his given
middle name. If only his parents had

processed their decision a bit longer, even
now we could all be subscribing to Doug
More Readable Clark.

Can anyone name another individual
other than Mr. Clark who consistently has
monitored the pulse of our region with
such insight and accuracy?

Our advice is, save your reading
through the lines for political advertising
and get with the “new” Clark beat.

Janice and Richard Kapelke
Spokane

Recklessness deserves penalties
Once again Spokane County, to its

credit, has put the Spokane River off limits
due to flood-stage water levels, dangerous
currents, undertows and other dangers.
Yet, as usual, someone has to “challenge
the elements.” 

We need tougher laws. Not only should
the idiots who go into the river anyway be
made to reimburse the county for the cost
of rescuing them, they should be charged
with reckless endangerment for
unnecessarily jeopardizing the lives of our
fire, police and other emergency
personnel. 

Maybe a year in jail and a $10,000 fine,
along with reimbursement to the county
would make these brain-dead people obey
the law, because someone may die due to
their ignorance! 

William A. Hall
Spokane

‘Murder’ widely condoned
As I complete my MAAD petition to

Gov. Gregoire to stop repeat drunk driving
offenders from “murdering” up to 4,000
innocent Americans every year, I can’t
help but reflect on Mr. deLaubenfels’
letter to The S-R as well as the grotesque
Scott Stantis cartoon labeling we who
cherish life being portrayed as gleeful
murderers (June 3). 

All murder is “outrageously wrong,”
including those committed on near-birth
babies. Last year, 60,000 late-term
abortions were performed in this “land of
the free and home of the brave.” Who
among us (especially we who have spent
decades in the medical field) can believe
there were 60,000 mothers whose health
was endangered by delivering their
babies? 

Consider also the murders of terminally
ill patients that Washington voters have
made legal by law. We “tolerate murder”
in our entertainment (check the most
popular TV show ratings and scary
movies), on our highways and in our

nursing homes. Has anything changed
since Cain murdered his brother Abel?
Exodus 20:13 still commands: “You shall
not murder.” That includes me, you, Dr.
Tiller and his murderer.

Carl Smith
Spokane

Tiller story incomplete
Now that you have printed two pictures

depicting the man who murdered the
abortionist as a killer, how about printing
one of the many babies from his late-term
abortions that he aborted? How about an
article on how he did it? 

Did he cut them up and then pull them
out, or deliver them and let them die in the
bucket, these babies born too early but
able to live outside the womb if given a
chance? You gloss over that. Murder is
murder. I do not condone what was done,
but you are surely one-sided in this
matter.

Jean Staben
Spokane

Let’s promote chastity
The killing of Dr. Tiller was wrong.

What Dr. Tiller did was evil. 
As a nation, let us promote societal

conditions that would make abortion less
of an option; celebrating chastity,
denigrating sexual promiscuity;
celebrating faith-full monogamous
marriage, disparaging the “hook-up”
lifestyle; celebrating adoption,
discrediting the throw-away mentality;
practicing unconditional love,
depreciating narcissism.

James J. Flynn
Spokane

Roeder’s ties misrepresented
The editorial staff, in my opinion, made

a grave error in printing that most
disgusting and untrue cartoon (by Scott
Stantis) June 3.

Mr. Roeder is not connected to any
pro-life movement. He acted alone and
has ties to right-wing militia groups. He is
not a terrorist; pro-life advocates are NOT
terrorists.

The left wing is trying to connect him to
pro-life groups, which is totally false.
Pro-life wishes to protect life from “womb
to tomb” and does not sanction murder.

Charlotte Mansfield
Spokane

Rush can’t handle truth
President Obama has made his selection

for the Supreme Court. It is Sonia

Sotomayor, and the long knives are
already out. 

Dear old Rush Limbaugh is calling
Obama a reverse racist. Well if anybody
should know something about racism –
reverse or otherwise – it would be Rush
“Barack the Magic Negro” Limbaugh.
Poor old Rush can’t get over the fact that
white males over the age of 50 are no
longer in control of everything that
happens in the public arena.

Here’s something to contemplate.
Suppose someone is raised in public
housing in the Bronx. Let’s say this person
is brought up by a single mother. Now
let’s say the person does well in high
school, then goes on to a prestigious
university and graduates at the top of the
class. 

Now suppose this person is a white
male rather than a Hispanic female. We
would cheer the Horatio Alger success
story. There would be no mention of the
dreaded “affirmative action” word.

Well, Sonia’s story is a success story
due to hard work and determination, not
affirmative action. To which this old
white male adds, “you go, girl.”

Lloyd Brown Jr.
Elk, Wash.

We’re paying for GOP policy
To let GM and Chrysler go out of

business would be a huge mistake. In our
perilous times, if we needed war
production, could we depend on
foreign-owned companies? Ford had a
factory in Germany during World War II,
so with over 70 years of overseas factories
they should have the experience to
compete.

American manufacturers didn’t cause
our problem. They got the results of
Republican trade policies. Southeastern
states gave tax breaks to foreign auto
companies to build factories in their
states, while at the same time operating
non-union shops, cutting wages and
benefits.

In my view, when they sell cars in our
country, they should pay similar wages
and benefits received by other
autoworkers. By working for lower
wages, they pay less income tax and Social
Security. When millions of jobs have been
moved offshore, the tax base leaves with
the job. When a worker loses his job, we
lose a customer.

President Obama inherited G.W.
Bush’s mess. He is trying to correct the
problem, but with over 14 million
unemployed he has an uphill battle.

Ron Miller
Newport

FDR’s answers flawed
Mr. McKeehan (“Left had answers in

WWII,” Letters, May 24) wrote how the
“leftist socialists” (Franklin Roosevelt and
the Democrats in Congress) handled
Stalin, Hitler and Pearl Harbor.

His letter indicates his lack of
knowledge about his hero FDR. (FDR
died while Stalin and Hitler remained as
dictators in their countries; how did he
handle that?) 

FDR was inaugurated in March 1933.
From 1933 to 1939, after Japan had
occupied Manchuria, invaded Indochina
and China and raping and killing men,
women and children, my friends and I
observed Japanese cargo ships sail up the
Providence River in Rhode Island and
load on war materials such as iron, steel,
lead, brass, copper, tin, aluminum and
other cargo with FDR’s approval. 

As for FDR and Pearl Harbor, the
Japanese delivered that cargo on Dec. 7,
1941, at Pearl. FDR did not believe that
“The buck stops here.” He fired Gen.
Short and Adm. Kimmel. Thanks to a
Republican Congress, both gentlemen
were exonerated to allow their families to
live with dignity that they deserve.

Gene Scolavino
Spokane

LETTERS

Letters policy
The Spokesman-Review invites
original letters of no more than
200 words on topics of public
interest. Unfortunately, we
don’t have space to publish all
letters received, nor are we
able to acknowledge their

receipt. We accept no more
than one letter a month from
the same writer. Please include
your daytime phone number
and street address. The
Spokesman-Review retains the
nonexclusive right to archive
and republish any material
submitted for publication.

Send letters to:
Letters to the Editor
The Spokesman-Review
999 W. Riverside Ave.
Spokane, WA 99201
E-mail:
editor@spokesman.com
Fax: (509) 459-3815
Questions: (509) 459-5466

On the Web
For more conversation about affairs of the Inland Northwest and
beyond, visit The Spokesman-Review’s blog, A Matter of
Opinion, at www.spokesman.com/blogs/opinion. Editorial
Page Editor Doug Floyd and Associate Editor Gary Crooks offer
their views on local, regional and national topics. They’re eager
for readers to contribute opinions and comments to the
vigorous online discussion. 

SIGNE WILKINSON

Last Sunday
morning, the Day of
Pentecost, I sat in a
Spokane sanctuary
where the
parishioners wore
red to celebrate the
birth of the Christian
church and a fabric
banner resembling
tongues of fire danced above the
chancel.

Afterward, we cheerfully
spilled into the May sunshine.
When I arrived home, I was
stunned to discover that a
couple of hours before our
service began, a man shot Dr.
George Tiller as he was serving
as an usher in a similar church
in Wichita. I was startled to find
he belonged to the same
denomination I do.

It goes without saying that
churches should be havens from
violence. Thankfully, most of
them are. But it struck me later
that far too few provide a safe

space for the
fundamental path to
peace: the expression
of dissenting ideas.

The Evangelical
Lutheran Church of
America encourages
its members “to
participate in the
public debate on

abortion in a spirit of respect
for those with whom they
differ.”

But my convictions about
public dissent in church stem
back to my childhood in
another denomination.

I grew up in the First
Presbyterian Church in Rapid
City, S.D., a state where most
churchgoers I knew voted a
straight Republican ticket.

Yet each Sunday, our pastor
led a session called Talk Back
after the service. He invited
members to respond to his
sermon or to share opinions on
topical issues.

It was one of the city’s worst
kept secrets that Dr. Ben
Munson, a local gynecologist
and Presbyterian, provided
illegal abortions. I have vivid
memories of Munson sharing
his views in our church
basement. That’s probably
because our pastor, the Rev.
Ralph Smith, regularly
reminded us: “We can disagree
without being disagreeable.”

Last week I e-mailed his son,
Rex Smith, the editor of the
Times Union in Albany, N.Y.,
for memories of his father, who
died years ago.

Ralph Smith, he wrote,
rebelled against a rigid religious
upbringing when he realized
“that his unchurched high
school basketball teammates
displayed character traits more
admirable than the pious
churchgoers of his hometown.”

A book by J.B. Phillips called
“Your God Is Too Small” also
influenced his father’s belief
that “a God whose mind we
humans could know with
certainty wouldn’t be big
enough to warrant our
worship.”

If such a God had room for all
the children of the Earth, Ralph
Smith concluded, surely the
church could welcome people
whose opinions on social issues

differed.
Rex Smith recalled Dr. Ben

Munson as “a humble but
fiercely honorable man” who
frequently shared his support of
abortion rights alongside a
fundamentalist “who kept
exhorting, ‘Just preach the
Bible!’ ”

Few congregations in the
polarized America of recent
years would welcome such
debate. 

It wasn’t that the era of my
childhood was hate-free.

Rex Smith reminded me that
in 1968, when the Rev. Martin
Luther King Jr. died, a
memorial service was held in
our church sanctuary. “A few
days later, Pop and I were
walking downtown, and a guy
stopped us to chide my dad for
allowing a service for ‘that
communist’ at our church,” he
wrote.

But those days were
mercifully free of one
particularly virulent form of
hate speech. Back then, there
were no Rush Limbaughs or Bill
O’Reillys daily whipping up the
repressed hostilities of unhappy
Americans or inadvertently
inciting the truly crazed ones to
strike.

Our town’s abortion doctor
never heard O’Reilly calling him

“Munson the baby murderer” or
“the executioner from South
Dakota.”

Today we turn to the rhetoric
of hate for entertainment and
escape. It’s of course a cheap
distraction from the fact that
we’re steadily losing the
capacity to think with
complexity about serious issues.
Meanwhile, O’Reilly’s and
Limbaugh’s voices remain
powerfully, seductively
destructive.

Last Sunday morning at St.
Mark’s we heard a passage of
Scripture. The Earth’s last days
will be a time, the verse says,
when “your young men shall
see visions and your old men
will dream dreams.”

I don’t know where that
might leave us middle-age
women.

I’d settle for imagining these
simple wonders: perfecting the
art of disagreeing without being
disagreeable. And tuning into
airwaves free from the voices of
hate.

Jamie Tobias Neely, a former
associate editor at The
Spokesman-Review, is now an
assistant professor of journalism
at Eastern Washington
University. Her e-mail address is
jamietobiasneely@comcast.net.

Dissent needs
a safe haven

JAMIE TOBIAS
NEELY

file://localhost/Users/scottmaben/Downloads/3UG97SK
file://localhost/Users/scottmaben/Downloads/8JG9GDB
file://localhost/Users/scottmaben/Downloads/SEFFJ50
file://localhost/Users/scottmaben/Downloads/SEFFJ4G
file://localhost/Users/scottmaben/Downloads/QCG9791
file://localhost/Users/scottmaben/Downloads/QCG9791
file://localhost/Users/scottmaben/Downloads/QCG9791
file://localhost/Users/scottmaben/Downloads/QCG9791
file://localhost/Users/scottmaben/Downloads/QCG9791
file://localhost/Users/scottmaben/Downloads/SEFFJ4P
file://localhost/Users/scottmaben/Downloads/SEFFJ4P
file://localhost/Users/scottmaben/Downloads/SEFFJ4P
file://localhost/Users/scottmaben/Downloads/TKG9F6C
file://localhost/Users/scottmaben/Downloads/TKG9FAR
file://localhost/Users/scottmaben/Downloads/MFG974M
file://localhost/Users/scottmaben/Downloads/SCG94EF
file://localhost/Users/scottmaben/Downloads/SCG94EF
file://localhost/Users/scottmaben/Downloads/SCG94EF
file://localhost/Users/scottmaben/Downloads/SCG94EF
file://localhost/Users/scottmaben/Downloads/SCG94EF
file://localhost/Users/scottmaben/Downloads/SCG94EF
file://localhost/Users/scottmaben/Downloads/SCG94EF
file://localhost/Users/scottmaben/Downloads/SR0905271339329308


THE SPOKESMAN-REVIEW DECEMBER 6, 2009 ! SUNDAY ! PAGE B9

ROUNDTABLE
LETTERS " FEEDBACK " COMMENTARY

Public workers’ lot too cozy
Don Brockett’s “Not much sacrifice”

letter of Nov. 28 attacked the continued
raising of public servants’ incentives.

Gov. Gregoire, on an open line of
Q-and-A of Nov. 24, stated that she has to
cut the budget by $2 billion. But 75
percent of the budget, which includes
state pay rates/benefits, is off
limits/sacrosanct because it is written
into law. That leaves only 25 percent of
the state budget of $9 billion, the portion
that supports our least able population –
the disabled, mentally ill, injured vets and
seniors – to bear the brunt.

This means no COLA cuts, because
they cannot be taken away due to law –
only postponements, later to be paid back. 

However, we all know that many of
these public servants’ benefits are beyond
sustainable, but nobody is willing to
attack this “elephant.” Meanwhile, never
mind our less able, most small business
persons struggle to make ends meet, most
with significantly lower pay than public
servants and no pensions.

Begin now to change the laws to allow
cuts in the other 75 percent so our least
able are not unduly impacted.

Come on, people, let’s work to finally
ensure fairness. Keep this building.

Oscar W. Kelly
Spokane

The trick is on us
Ann Echegoyen (Letters, Dec. 1) uses

almost 10 paragraphs to establish her case
that people like Sarah Palin and Glenn
Beck are “modern-day tricksters” –
devoid of the second component
necessary to meet her definition of the
value of such characters: teaching.

On the contrary, I’d suggest that they
are meeting that requirement by teaching
millions of Americans of the trickery (to
use her term) being played on them by the
current Congress and president. Beck,
Palin, Mark Levin, Rush Limbaugh and
their ilk may annoy Ann, but they don’t
have the power to do anything TO her.
And the current administration and
Congress are planning to do something
TO her. 

I suggest that she carefully read the
column by Cal Thomas that was printed
above her letter, or one recently written
by Fouad Ajami in the Wall Street
Journal, if she really wants to know the
plans of the people who really can do
something to her. And they will, if the
teaching by those who she demeaned is
silenced by those in power in Washington.

Keith LaMotte
Spokane

Few could handle officers’ job
With the police murders in the news,

it’s about time we start to show a little
appreciation for our own police officers. I
know a couple of them have shown bad
judgment and have done something
stupid, but how about the other 99.5
percent of wonderful officers?

They really do put their lives on the line
in a very dangerous job and I wonder if
we value them? We most certainly should.
Could you do what they do? So many
people are on drugs and will do anything
– steal, lie, even murder – for drugs. Wake
up, people. 

Hazel Brown
Spokane Valley

Shorten the leash
With the recent shooting of the four

officers in Lakewood, Wash., we jump to
blame Mike Huckabee, Arkansas,
Washington and even the bail bond

company. But the truth is, the blame falls
on society. 

Groups like the ACLU and individuals
believe anyone can be saved, regardless of
how many crimes they have committed.
We move trials of war criminals to civilian
courts, etc. We spend too many resources
trying to appease all these groups. 

Defense attorneys find ways around the
system to dismiss incriminating evidence.
Why must we help career criminals, who
will never conform to society, commit
more crimes?

We allow bail when all the evidence
points to the criminal. That’s why we
have bail bond companies, people, so
don’t blame them. 

How many times have we seen it that
the accused jumps bail and runs? We
never learn and make everyday lives for
law-abiding citizens more dangerous.
Why do you think so many law-abiding
citizens need to arm themselves? 

Wake up, people, make the punishment
fit the crime. Don’t give these criminals
the chance to continue to damage our way
of life.

Curtis L. Borders
Spokane

Obama snubbed war foes
Pundits say President Barack Obama’s

West Point speech addressed different
audiences. Yet, he missed tens of millions
here and elsewhere who oppose U.S.
war-making and the squandering of
national blood and treasure for imperialist
misadventures in the service of capitalism
and corrupt, anti-democratic foreign
interests. We vehemently reject
continued U.S. occupation of Afghanistan
and expansion into Pakistan, with
cowardly Predator attacks, human rights
abuses and increasing loss of life. 

But, after laying out war plans with no
definite end date, the president concluded
his speech with a flourish of lies,
historical errors, myths and fantasies,
drawing on the requisite rhetoric of a
dying empire, absurdities and
self-delusional language about values,
democracy and freedom, while
conveniently overlooking the long and
ongoing U.S. history of global aggression,
support for dictators and direct
subversion of democracies. This includes
our Vietnam War genocide (3 million
dead), overthrows of innumerable elected
governments (continuing to this day in
Honduras), decades of U.S. invasions and
occupations and support for ultra-corrupt
regimes in Pakistan, Afghanistan,
Philippines and Colombia. 

All this ignores the origins of the
Afghan catastrophe in the 1980s – U.S.

backing of Osama bin Laden and other
forces there. No support for Obama’s
imperialist war. U.S. out now!

David A. Brookbank Jr.
Spokane

Press is obstacle to victory
The United States of America is one of

the strongest nations on the planet. So
what do we do to win a war? We will
never win because we do just enough to
keep a small advantage. We never do
enough to take control and win. 

Our president, our country as a whole,
want to believe the television press. Well,
bad news sells, so that’s what we get. Send
in the troops, kick out the press and
civilians, and win the war. Do it now. We
can’t stand another Vietnam. I was there;
I know.

Jon Cummings
Mead

We’ve been here before
To continually repeat the same action

and expect something different to happen
is just plain stupid.

Thus does Barack Obama follow
George W. Bush and Lyndon Johnson
into some rat hole on the other side of the
world, there to prosecute an unwinnable
war, using starry-eyed assumptions about
a premodern nation with a corrupt
government. How much treasure and
how many lives will be sacrificed in one
more futile effort at nation building,
denials notwithstanding?

Vietnam didn’t, Iraq didn’t and
Afghanistan doesn’t have any relevance to
America’s national security. The 9/11
excuse is a smokescreen. Obama’s new
troops are being sent to where al-Qaida is
not. This is another presidential war of
choice, wrong on all counts.

New evidence suggests that Lyndon
Johnson did not think that prosecuting
the Vietnam War was really in the nation’s
interest. But he did it anyway because he
was afraid Republicans would label him
an appeaser in the 1968 elections. So
Johnson put his own interest above what
he thought to be the best interest of the
nation by sweet-talking and scaring
Americans into an unconstitutional war
that left 58,000 American troops dead.

Could Barack Obama be doing the same
thing right now?

Lee Freese
Spokane

War isn’t worth it
How many more? How many more

dead American volunteers will it take to
hammer home the reality that building
nations in the Middle East isn’t our job? 

How many dollars must we divert from
health care, job creation, infrastructure
and feeding the hungry here at home to
prop up a dictator half a world away?
How many more Fort Hood tragedies
will we have to endure when this next
group comes home with no help for
transitioning back into noncombat daily
life? How many more terrorists will we
create when wayward ordnance strikes
wedding parties, hospitals and civilian
women and children? How many more
history books need be written about how
this very region is where empires go to
die? 

I hope I am wrong, but I don’t see what
there possibly is to gain to counter so
much that we stand to lose in
Afghanistan.

Tim Hamm
Spokane

Law-abiding feel the heat
While warming my car up the other

morning, my wife said, “Did you know it’s
illegal to warm your car up in the street,
but not your driveway?” A quick trip to
The Spokesman-Review Web site
confirmed, “In Washington, you can get a
$124 ticket for leaving a running car
unattended on the street.”

Our driveway is only long enough for
one of our cars. So if I need to warm up
the one that’s parked in the street, that’s
somehow a civil “offense,” but not if I
warm up the car in my driveway? How
can this be when the supposed “threat” to
the public order is arguably the same?

I’m fed up with Washington’s
$124-a-pop victimless “crimes” like not
wearing seat belts (though I always wear
mine) or warming your car up on the
street. Such laws don’t punish real
criminals, they merely serve to fatten
government coffers at the expense of
law-abiding taxpayers who are only
minding their own business.

Worst of all, such laws erode the
public’s confidence in the general
legitimacy of the law, for as someone
once said, “For the law to be respected, it
must be respectable.”

Frank Golubski
Spokane Valley

‘Terrorist’ label overused
In regards to Pamela Stone’s letter on

Nov. 21 about the press’s use of the word
“terrorist” as it applies to Muslims and
jihad: 

Why is it an issue that the press prides
itself in maintaining a sense of political
correctness? The media refer to Muslims,
members of religious jihad, and terrorists
separately because it is ignorant to call
them all one and the same. Not only do
news and media organizations do this for
protection against lawsuits, but most,
promoting anti-discrimination personally
and professionally, choose to do this as an
act of morality. 

Not all Muslims are terrorists, not all
members of jihad are terrorists and more
importantly not all terrorists are Muslims
or are jihad followers. 

This letter expresses nothing besides a
rightist view on a claim backed by no
evidence, fact or reasoning. Is it
acceptable that this author is applauded
for his or her sense of nationalism but at
the same time promotes religious
bigotry? The letter completely disregards
respect to American Muslims in this case,
and could even be interpreted as
endorsing public intolerance of them. If
one chooses to observe this kind of
religious bashing, maybe one should
consider tuning into Fox News. 

Alysa Sturdivant
Cheney

LETTERS

Letters policy
The Spokesman-Review invites
original letters of no more than
200 words on topics of public
interest. Unfortunately, we
don’t have space to publish all
letters received, nor are we
able to acknowledge their

receipt. We accept no more
than one letter a month from
the same writer. Please include
your daytime phone number
and street address. The
Spokesman-Review retains the
nonexclusive right to archive
and republish any material
submitted for publication.

Send letters to:
Letters to the Editor
The Spokesman-Review
999 W. Riverside Ave.
Spokane, WA 99201
E-mail:
editor@spokesman.com
Fax: (509) 459-3815
Questions: (509) 459-5466
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For more conversation about affairs of the Inland Northwest and
beyond, visit The Spokesman-Review Editorial Board’s blog, A
Matter of Opinion, at www.spokesman.com/blogs/opinion.
Editorial Page Editor Doug Floyd and Associate Editor Gary
Crooks offer their views on local, regional and national topics.
They’re eager for readers to contribute opinions and comments
to the vigorous online discussion. 

SIGNE WILKINSON

On Tuesday evening,
as I sat down to watch
the president’s speech
in Col. Darel Maxfield’s
North Side living room,
I was struck by how
much Maxfield’s life has
changed since we first
spoke.

It was August 2007
when Maxfield’s voice boomed
into my office telephone,
connected by a satellite from
Besmaya Range Complex in Iraq.
A 51-year-old member of the U.S.
Army Reserve, Maxfield kept his
head shaved and led an operation
that trained Iraqi soldiers. 

Back then, we regularly
discussed the Iraq war through
e-mail interviews. I was dubious.
He was wholeheartedly
committed. 

On Tuesday, we reconnected
for a cup of coffee and an update
on all that has changed in
Maxfield’s life, the losses and
rewards of military service and
the nature of sacrifice. As a
backdrop, CNN commentators
prepared us for the president’s
Afghanistan announcement, and

Maxfield, who voted
for John McCain,
was now the skeptic. 

He returned home
in spring 2008, too
jarred by war to
resume life exactly as
it had been, but by
that fall, he was
teaching social

studies at Ferris High School
once again.

Last summer, he and his wife,
Lesley, invited their family and
friends to their backyard to
celebrate their 30th wedding
anniversary. Lesley Maxfield
wore a purple dress. Darel
Maxfield held her hand. And a
college classmate, Judge Sam
Cozza, officiated as they
renewed their wedding vows.

“If I am nearing the end of the
show,” Maxfield said Tuesday,
“that will remain probably the
greatest of days for me.”

But a month later, as he was
about to start planning another
deployment overseas, he
suffered a serious stroke.

His right side was paralyzed at
first. His vision, short-term

memory, speech and balance
were all damaged. A cluster of
orange prescription bottles on a
kitchen table marks his new
regimen.

Gone is his shaved head. Now
he combs brown hair back from
his M-shaped hairline. His
rapid-fire eloquence has been
slowed by an occasional stutter. 

While technically still a
member of the Army Reserve,
Maxfield anticipates he’ll be
asked to retire soon. He hopes to
return to the classroom but
doesn’t yet know if that’s
possible.

He’s beginning to imagine a
future that might include
anything from counseling fellow
veterans to ministry to serving in
the Peace Corps. And in the
meantime, he remains fascinated
by the military life he loves.

Afghanistan, he argues, is not
Iraq, where people connect
through satellite television to the
rest of the world. In Afghanistan,
the severe terrain isolates people
into small tribes ruled by Islamic
extremists. 

In a recent e-mail, Maxfield
described Gen. Stanley A.
McChrystal, who commands
U.S. forces in Afghanistan.
“Personally, I wish he’d simply
declare victory and come home,”
Maxfield wrote, “but I’m afraid
nobody and I mean NOBODY
has the courage to do that.” 

Instead, President Barack
Obama plans to send 30,000

more American military.
Maxfield doesn’t think that’s
enough. And even if they’re
successful, he said, “What are
you left with? A government that
nobody believes in?”

Nonetheless, Maxfield, as a
member of the U.S. military,
supports the president. “Tonight
before I sleep I will pray that he
is right,” he said.

Obama launched into his
speech. Soon, like his
predecessor, he was evoking the
memory of 9/11, reminding
Americans of the need to protect
our country’s security. 

I gazed at the hot, weary West
Point cadets in Obama’s
audience, and I thought of that
abstract, emotion-laden word so
often used in connection with
American military service.

I interrupted to ask Maxfield
one more question. How does he
describe the nature of his own
sacrifice?

Tears welled up in his eyes.
He did not mention the losses

I recalled: the damage to his
hearing on the Besmaya firing
range, the toll on his back from
wearing body armor, not even
the lingering post-traumatic
stress that sends him to
appointments with a VA
psychiatrist. 

The stroke? “Just bad luck,” he
said.

Instead, he named time as his
greatest sacrifice. Time to
support his son Ben’s baseball

talent, time to play golf with his
son Daniel, time to visit the
bedside of his son David, who
was injured in a serious car
accident during Maxfield’s
deployment.

Now 30,000 more Americans
will be asked to sacrifice those
irreplaceable moments with
their families, to risk their health,
their peace of mind and their
lives. 

Maxfield, the loyal,
big-hearted soldier, has his
doubts about this effort.
Afghanistan strikes him as
“Korea on steroids.” And yet.

Near the end of his speech, the
president paid tribute to “the
men and women in uniform who
are part of an unbroken line of
sacrifice that has made
government of the people, by the
people, and for the people a
reality on this Earth.” 

The Spokane colonel
remembers his time in Iraq as an
invigorating challenge that
integrated every skill he’d ever
learned.

“I guess I should be grateful I
don’t have to go to Afghanistan,”
Maxfield reflected Tuesday
evening. “Truthfully, if
somebody has to go, I’d love to
go. And if they send me, then
that’s one less of my kids at
Ferris they’d have to send.”

Jamie Tobias Neely can be
reached at
jamietobiasneely@comcast.net.

Loyal colonel
has his doubts

JAMIE TOBIAS
NEELY
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