An Open Letter to the Idaho Legislature

Forty years ago, the Idaho Legislature determined that it would be the policy of the state of Idaho to
secure for every citizen basic, fundamental human rights.

The enabling legislation creating the Idaho Human Rights Commission stated the purpose directly and
forcefully. The Idaho Human Rights Commission would exist:

To secure for all individuals within the state freedom from discrimination because of race, color,
religion, sex or national origin or disability in connection with employment, public accommodations,
and real property transactions, discrimination because of race, color, religion, sex or national origin in
connection with education, discrimination because of age in connection with employment, and thereby
to protect their interest in personal dignity, to make available to the state their full productive
capacities, to secure the state against domestic strife and unrest, to preserve the public safety, health,
and general welfare, and to promote the interests, rights and privileges of individuals within the state.

Now this noble charter and the work of the one of the smallest, but most important state agencies face
grave danger under a proposal to phase out all state funding for the Commission. It must not be
allowed to happen.

We implore the members of the Idaho Legislature to resist any initiative to reduce the effectiveness of
the Commission, to diminish its already scarce resources and to send the most unwelcome and
damaging message that Idaho has ceased to place human rights at the absolute forefront of the state’s
priorities.

We need not remind Idaho state government that it was not that many years ago that Idaho’s image and
reputation was unfairly sullied by the presence in our midst of messengers of hate and ministers of
discord. Idahoan’s were united then — and must be united now — in rejecting any assault on human
rights. We came together in the past to send a powerful and righteous message that Idaho would not
tolerate discrimination and would not give comfort to those who deny basic human dignity to all her
citizens.

The Idaho Human Rights Commission is on the absolute frontline in this continuing battle and has been
for more than 40 years. For four decades, the Commission has ensured Idaho workers and employers
that laws concerning discrimination will be fairly and properly applied. Even demanding economic
times must not be an excuse for abandoning the principle that the state of Idaho supports this work both
in word and deed.

It should be a priority of the 60th Idaho Legislature to secure for another 40 years and beyond this
essential, vital function of state government.
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